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From the Ministry Team 

 

A glimpse of what 

God is like 

A s I write, it is two years since 
we went into lockdown at the 
beginning of the Coronavirus 

pandemic: all of a sudden, what was 
a story of a terrible unknown illness 
on the other side of the world had 
become our story. Thousands have 
died in our country alone, and mil-
lions still live with the consequences: 
grief, poor mental health, long-
COVID – as we all know, the list 
goes on. 

As a minister, I frequently hear 
those I encounter asking questions 
such as “why hasn’t God inter-
vened?” or “If there is a God, why 
has He unleashed this virus on the 
world?” There are no simple or smart 
answers to these questions, but it is 
worth reflecting that the first implies 
that God is asleep, whilst the second 
paints God as a cosmic police of-
ficer, dispensing judgement and giv-

ing punishment. 
As one with a 

scientific back-
ground, I believe 
that God is ac-
tive throughout 
the entire cos-
mos: God is the 
architect of 
every molecule, 
every quark, 
and every quanta, throughout an  
ever-expanding universe and beyond. 
God is the life force linking all 
things, including every spark and 
thought within the human mind.  

I am in awe of the minds that have 
the technical and scientific skills re-
quired to develop a vaccine so rapid-
ly. Think of the creativity, compas-
sion, and courage needed to treat the 
sick, suffering, and dying in the 
toughest of environments. God is 

Craig Nobbs explains how Jesus’ suffering shows 

us what God is like 

Craig Nobbs 
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still very active in the pandemic, and 
far from absent, seen through acts of 
kindness, love, and care. 

It is entirely right to ask why if 
God is so closely involved in all crea-
tion, do viruses exist at all? How 
could an omnipotent, and infinitely 
loving, God permit this? God has 
given human beings the great gift of 
freedom of choice, without which we 
would be mere automatons. We have 
a unique conscience that enables us 
to choose to do the things which are 
good and life-enhancing, or that 
which is evil and destroying. Perhaps 
God allows the universe to continue 
developing, free to fulfil possibilities 
through natural law that can either 
have outcomes that are good…or not 
so good, hence the virus. I don’t have 
a smart answer - that is a deep theo-
logical question which needs to be 
explored and articulated by a mind 
far superior to mine! 

I’m convinced that when we suf-
fer, God suffers as well. He suffers 
when we choose darkness over light, 
destruction over creativity. God suf-
fers with those dying alone, the be-
reaved left behind, the victims of 
crime, those trapped in the agony of 
mental illness.  

Jesus Christ shows us what God is 
like: we must put Jesus at the centre 
of our quest for understanding. Jesus 
suffered: he was heckled, opposed, 
abused, and on trumped-up charges, 
given a state-sponsored execution on 
the cross - a suffocating death, and  

coronavirus is suffocating.  
It is on the cross where we find 

God in the pandemic, as he shares in 
our pain and suffering in the here and 
now. And that includes the other hor-
rors of our time, most recently the 
war in Ukraine waged against inno-
cent men, women, and children by a 
malevolent dictator who is armed to 
the teeth with nuclear weapons. How 
God must weep. 

Struggling with serious illness 
several years ago, I railed against 
God, demanding why I, a Christian, 
had been abandoned to suffering and 
pain. A wise friend gave me a Bible 
verse from Isaiah 54: “No weapon 
that is formed against you will suc-
ceed; And every tongue that rises 
against you in judgment you will con-
demn. This peace, righteousness, se-
curity, and triumph over opposition 
is the heritage of the servants of 
the Lord, and this is their vindication 
from Me,” says the Lord. 

The words shattered my darkness: 
despite the pain and unanswerable 
questions, I saw a glimpse of a loving 
and suffering God who was with me 
in that moment. It became possible 
for me to live with the questions, en-
trusting myself to the promised future 
when, because of Jesus’s resurrec-
tion, “all things shall be well”. In the 
midst of our pain and struggles, be it 
in mind, body, or spirit, let us reach 
out to that Great Love at Eastertide 

and beyond.      Craig – Lay Minister 
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Sometimes against all the odds and eve-
ryone’s predictions the right thing actual-
ly happens. 

That was what it felt like last week to 
hear the joyous news that Nazanin 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Anoosheh Ashoori 
have been released from captivity in Iran. 
Of course great sadness and worry re-
mains that the remaining dual national 
Morad Tabhaz is still in Iran. He too is 
innocent and must be allowed to rejoin 
his family. But the fact that a resolution 
was possible for Nazanin and Anoosheh 
should surely give him hope too. 

When I was a very green Health Sec-
retary I remember meeting patient safety 
campaigners who had lost loved ones at 
Mid Staffs and Morecambe Bay. One of 
them, James Titcombe, had to write 400 
letters and emails over seven years be-
fore the authorities would finally admit 
why his baby Joshua died. He and other 
brave families gave me my purpose or 
‘true north’ in that very difficult job: to 
be a voice for patients and champion 
higher standards of safety and quality of 
care. It is for others to judge whether I 
succeeded or not but I certainly would 

not have stuck at that job without know-
ing so clearly in my own mind why I was 
there. 

Richard Ratcliffe, Nazanin’s brave hus-
band, did the same thing for me as For-
eign Secretary. Officials were initially very 
nervous about me having a face to face 
meeting with Richard. But I thought what 
is the point of being a democracy if peo-
ple at the top don’t make time for ordi-
nary families in difficulty? When I met 
him, I found a sincere, modest man utter-
ly determined to do everything it took to 
get Nazanin home. He was also deter-
mined to end the vile practice of hostage 
taking for diplomatic purposes - helping 
not just his families but many others. The 
first time I spoke to Nazanin as Foreign 
Secretary was never publicised but I re-
member sitting at home with moist eyes 
as I spoke to this dignified, non-political 
woman enduring so much unjustified 
suffering.  

Like James Titcombe, when I was 
Health Secretary, Richard and Nazanin 
too gave me my ‘true north’ or sense of 
moral purpose as Foreign Secretary. I 
was the first one to say publicly Nazanin 

Jeremy Hunt 

From your MP 
Jeremy Hunt reflects on the return of 
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, for whose 
freedom Farnham people have hoped 
and prayed for so long 
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was innocent and gave her diplomatic pro-
tection, a decision which gave me one of 
my only sleepless nights on the job. I also 
made it clear to my department that help-
ing innocent British citizens in difficulty 
should always be a top priority. This was 
not just because any government should 
seek to put right injustice and suffering but 
for an even more profound reason: if we 
wish to champion human rights and demo-
cratic values around the world, then we 
need to start by leaving no stone unturned 
when it comes to tragedies faced by our 
own citizens. 

There are many issues to be learned 
from Nazanin and Anoosheh’s detention 
and why it took so long to get them home. 
But we should also recognise that it was a 
huge diplomatic achievement for the For-

eign Office and the Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss given the complexity of settling a his-
toric debt and the sanctions currently in 
place. However as we think about the crisis 
in Ukraine I hope we will also think about 
the broader lessons for those of us who 
support open and democratic societies. 
Our robust response to Putin’s genocidal 
invasion has surprised even ourselves. If 
we can unite to stop countries marching 
into their neighbours, we can surely unite 
to stamp out the nineteenth century prac-
tice of holding innocent people captive as a 
tool of diplomatic leverage. Then the agony 
suffered by Nazanin, Anoosheh, Morad and 
their families will be consigned to the his-
tory books where it belongs. 

Jeremy Hunt MP 

 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe  and Richard Ratcliffe, together again. 
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Holy Week and Easter 

 

This month we commemorate and reflect on the last days of Jesus’ earthly 
life in eight days which takes us from his triumphant, yet humble, entry into 
Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday, through Holy Week to his death on 
Good Friday and the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
The following will take place: 
 
Palm Sunday, with blessing of the palm crosses. 
St John’s: 9.30am 
St George’s: 10am 
St Mark’s: 11am - with a real donkey 
 
Holy Week meditations - all at St John’s 
Holy Monday: 7.30pm - meditation 
Holy Tuesday: 7.30pm - meditation 
Holy Wednesday: 7.30pm - meditation 

Services and Meditations for                                                

Easter Experience, St John’s, April 4-18 
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                                           Holy Week and Easter Day 
Maundy Thursday: 
St  George’s: 7.30pm - Holy Communion  
with stripping of the altar and a vigil. 
St John’s: 7.30pm - Holy Communion with  
stripping of the altar, foot-washing and a vigil. 
 
Good Friday: 
St John’s: 9.30am - Good Friday devotions 
St Mark’s: 11am - Good Friday service 
St George’s: 2pm - Good Friday devotions 
 
Holy Saturday:  
There will be a confirmation service at Guildford Cathedral at 6.30pm and 
Kazem Moradi, a member of St 
Mark’s, will be baptized and con-
firmed at the service. Please come 
and support him. 
 
Easter Sunday celebrations fol-
lowed by an Easter Egg hunt! 
St John’s: 9.30am 
St George’s: 10am 
St Mark’s: 11am  
 
 
Don’t forget our outdoor Easter  
Experience in the grounds of St 
John’s Church (see left). Open all 
day, every day from April 4-18. Just 
call in and follow the instructions to 
explore the Easter story. 
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Campfire 

G ather round the campfire at St Mark’s and hear true sto-
ries told by local people in a magical evening on Friday, 

April 8, from 7.30pm. 

Campfire is an evening of storytelling, where members of the 
community tell true stories from their own lives. It will be 
hosted by musician Dominic Conway and poet and author 
Molly Naylor, with live music and cocoa. We will come togeth-
er to hear stories and share songs, as if we are gathered 
around a campfire.  

A number of people have come forward to share their sto-
ries ,which they will do with the help of Dominic and Molly 
and they will attend a workshop the previous week. 

Join us at St Mark’s for a warm community evening on April 8. 

Tickets are £6 and are available from 07842761919 or by 
emailing admin+events@badshotleaandhale.org  

Storytelling around  
the campfire 

mailto:admin+events@badshotleaandhale.org
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New Year’s Day 
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William Cobbett School 

A celebration of books 

B ooks have been generating a lot 
of excitement at William Cob-
bett Primary over the last few 

weeks with World Book Day on March 3 
kicking things off!   

The big day itself was celebrated by 
dressing up in costumes representing 
characters from our favourite books 
(staff included). We shared the day with 
old favourites like Pippi Longstocking, 
Little Red Riding Hood and Cruella De 
Vil, alongside more modern choices of 
Dave Pigeon, Malala Yousafzai and Va-
lerie from Loki, to name but a few.  

Lots of bookish prizes were won and 
we loved seeing who everyone had cho-
sen to dress up as!  Our day in school 
was focused around books with a whole
-school book swap and DEAR time 
(Where we Drop Everything and Read – 
adults too!) alongside the very im-

portant task of choosing which World 
Book Day Book we wanted to spend our 
Tokens on – available in school to make 
sure we all went home with at least one 
new book.   

World Book Day also saw the launch 
of our Book Review Competition – the 
children are really enjoying choosing 
what books they are going to review 
and we can’t wait to read them all! 

As it that wasn’t enough, thanks to 
the incredible generosity of the Farn-
ham Literary Festival and Blue Bear 
Bookshop, we were able to have some 
amazing authors and illustrators visit 
school in person, the following week.   

Infants had a visit from lovely, local 
author Alli Brydon who talked to us 
about her beautiful book Love Around 
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the World – all about how family and 
friendship is celebrated around the 
globe. It’s going to become a firm fa-
vourite in both our libraries! 

Lower Ks2 enjoyed an exciting 
workshop from Philip Reeve and Sarah 
McIntyre - 
the writing 
and illus-
trating duo 
behind the 
hilarious new 
book Kevin 
Vs The Uni-
corns!  We all 
got a chance 
to do some 
illustrating, 

and felt really inspired to create some 
characters of our own! 

Upper Ks2 weren’t left out – they 
had a visit from the prolific Louie Stow-
ell who has written many fiction and 
non-fiction books but was talking to us 
this time about her new book Loki – A 
Bad God’s Guide To Being Good, which 
had us roaring with laughter! 

Although it has been amazing to 
have a whole week to focus on read-
ing, we won’t be stopping there – we 

have plans for 
lots more 
book events 
throughout 
the year to 
keep reading 
for pleasure 
as a focus for 
our whole 
school! 
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Farnham Literary Festival 

A fantastic festival! 

T hree workshops, two awards cere-
monies, a theatrical evening and a 
lot of good poetry – it all added 

up to a major contribution by the parish 
to the inaugural Farnham Literary Festi-
val (March 5-13). 

St Mark’s Church was the only north 
Farnham venue taking part in the festi-
val and not only did we host events, we 
ran the Farnham Poetry Competi-
tion and filled the church with poets 
young and old with fresh voices and 
their own take on Farnham. 

During the week there was a workshop 
to create your own fantasy world; a 
writing memories workshop run 
by Right at Home care agency and the 
church; a crime writing workshop 
with Joy Kluver, author of the Detective 
Bernadette Noel series; a rehearsed 
reading by the Farnham Theatre Associ-
ation of A Tale of Two Theatres (the 
story of the Castle and Redgrave Thea-
tres); the awards ceremony of the Farn-
ham Fiction Award, and the awards 
ceremony of the Poetry Competition. 

The church buzzed all week with peo-
ple of diverse ages and backgrounds 
who leapt at the chance to express 
themselves creatively. There is enor-
mous creativity here in this community 
and we are hugely grateful to everyone 
who took part, including the poetry 
judges, Coral Rumble who judged the 
under-16s category, and Ellora Sut-
ton who judged the adult one. 

We had around 80 entries to the poetry 
competition and the judges found it 
hard to choose between them. In the 
end their choices were: 
Under-16: 
First place: 
Farnham by Katie Parratt. 
Runners-up: 
Under a Tree by Nigarish Nabeel Nasir. 
Farnham by Louis West. 

Adults: 
First place: 
The First One that’s Second by Elmaz 
Ekrem. 
Runners-up:  
Farnham Park 2021 by Rosemary 
Wisbey. 
Local Character by Andy Morse.  

Members of Creative Response, an arts-
related organisation run by professional, 
practising artists who share their prac-
tice with vulnerable people, were also 
there on the poetry evening, reading 
from and selling their new book of po-
ems Where Seeds Are Planted Poems 
Grow.  

The Mayor at A Tale of Two Theatres 



19 

 

 

Under-16: 

 
Farnham  

 
Farnham in the old days 
Grew lots and lots of hops, 
Now the hops are finished 
And there are lots and lots of shops.  
 
Castle street in Farnham 
Is a place where people shop, 
There are flowers at the bottom 
And a castle at the top. 
 
The steps outside the Castle 
Made by people who were kind, 
Were made a special size 
For the Bishop who was blind. 
 
Farnham Carnival in summer 
Can be a lot of fun, 
And in the Gostrey Meadow 
You can paddle, climb and run. 
 
When you come to Farnham  
There are lots of things to see, 
And if you need a little rest 
The cafe’s all sell tea. 
 
Katie Parratt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under a Tree  
 
Under a tree,  
Eating ice cream in the gentle heat,  
As the sunlight beams upon my face, 
I hear the birds chirping,  
While I watch the children sway on the 
swings,  
And revolve on the roundabout, 
All my worries sail away,  
As I enjoy Farnham Park for a day!  
 
Nigarish Nabeel Nasir  
 
Farnham   
 
Farnham is as bright as a rose and 
as great as a griffin.  
I only found 
out in the bottom of my heart. 
And as I look out of my window, 
I see the greatness of Farnham. 
The trees, as big as  
dinosaurs. Farnham is a wonderful 
place to live in, buildings so tall 
they could listen to the stars. 
As I sit on the hill in the 
dead of night, I look at the moon 
the stars so bright. I go back 
to bed once more. I wake in 
the morning and it’s 
another day in Farnham. 
 
Louis West 

The winning poems 

Continued on page 20 
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Adults 
 
The First One that’s Second  

I’ve lived up and down west street, above the shops watching people pass, chances 
are I’ve looks at the top of your head while I’ve had my breakfast.  

It’s a small town that shifts and changes, the art scene breathes life and new blood 
on 3 yearly rotations. And then there’s the people like me who stick like gum on the 
underside of the bishops table.  

I’m not Farnham’s demographic by any margin. I still don’t fully slot in, but I stay, 
I make my mark despite the shapes not lining up. Because there is room for me but 
I’m still a foreigner to so many, despite the fact that I’m born here, I wont ever get 
away from the cultural shock of being dissected by the vast majority of the Farn-
ham populace.  

When I sat down to write this I thought ‘How am I gonna rhyme ‘aint’ with 
‘quaint?’. The link between a north London Turk and Farnham is f*cking silly but 
UCA will do that to a place. Its here I’ve met my forever friends, an Irish man, a 
middle aged polish lady, another Irish man, more musicians than I know what to do 
with, opera singers, people who keep skunks for pets, teenagers riding unicycles to 
Waitrose, a slate miner, a whole lot of birds and squirrels in my kitchen, a spectrum 
of humans from all walks of life. 

 I came here 9 years ago and then I never left, so when I sat and asked myself why? 
I struggled to sit and write. I’m not white or English by Farnham’s standards my 
names quite weird. There’s a strange multicultural world located almost entirely 
within the UCA, but then you leave there and it feels like I’m the blackest person 
for miles and I’m not even black. The community is so wholesome, I will defend 
the Waitrose staff with my life but I do not know their names. I like how I can see 
the same faces every time I leave the house instead of like back home where I never 
see the same face twice.  

I love what Farnham stood for me, the dictation of my life, its where I found my 
husband and where he found his wife, its where I’ll bring my children to zipwire in 
the park, its where I’ll come for food markets and guy Fawkes night in the dark. 
When I think of Farnham I can see my past, but I also see my future too, I see me 
laying in its grass. 

Elmaz Ekrem 

 

Poetry winners 

Continued from page 19 
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Farnham Park 2021 
 

No blackberries this year—well none 
worth picking. 
‘Not like last year’ I said.  ‘Do you re-
member?’ 
 
She did: the sharp-sweet smell, 
Our blood-red fingers, thorn-scratched 
legs 
And talk.  ‘My Nanna used to do this 
too’. 
‘Your Nanna?’ and my grandchild’s eyes 
grow wide, 
The time-scheme of her mind stretching 
to the width of Farnham Park. 
 
With the crook of Granddad’s walking 
stick 
We’d hook the best ones, always out of 
reach. 
‘Don’t pick the red ones, duck.’ And she 
would tell me 
 
How she walked in a crocodile of 
schoolkids 
With tin mugs loosely tied around their 
necks 
To picnic in the Park. The men of Hale 
Had left to fight the Boers. The children 
sang: 
 
‘Ip, ‘ip ‘ooray, 
Me dad’s gone away’ 
 
Excepting little Minnie at the back 
Who cried because she really loved her 
Dad. 
 
No blackberries this year—just a harvest 
of memories. 
 
Rosemary Wisbey 

 

Local Character 
 
Where will you find William Cobbett? 
Face down in a car park of Farnham 
A reflection from the pub sign in his 
sweat 
And a floral face mask trodden thin 
Beside him. 
 
Where will you find the blind bishop? 
Face forward towards the castle on the 
hill 
Guiding himself up the coded pattern of 
steps 
With the roar of the homeward traffic 
Beside him. 
 
Where will you find the town crier? 
Face up on damp grass in Gostrey 
Meadow 
Staring up at the night sky above 
With the gloom of development edging 
Beside her. 
 
Where will you find John Sturt? 
Face deep in his journal at the end of 
the day 
Scratching thin lines into a tale of 
Characters whose lives are all overlap-
ping, 
Beside him.  
 
All this, 
Beside us.  
 
Andy Morse 
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Flower Festival 

The Farnham Flower 
Festival returns 

The Farnham Flower Festival is com-
ing back! 

This year – the fourth year – the 
Farnham Flower Festival will take 
place on Saturday and Sunday, May 
14 and 15, at St John’s Church and 
the theme is Jubilee as the country 
prepares to mark the Queen’s 70 
years on the throne.  

We will be back in person rather than 
online, so start thinking about your 
displays, or maybe your art. Whether 
you are an individual or represent a 
group, school, business or charity, it’s 
time to get creative. Your display or 
piece of art can be anything which 
means Jubilee to you. The Queen 
perhaps; red, white and blue; plati-
num; something from the past 70 
years of the Queen’s reign… 

Over the weekend of the Flower Festival there will be music, refresh-
ments, a raffle and a lot of colour and creativity. 

Further details to come but for now, if you have any questions contact 
Stella Wiseman on admin@badshotleaandhale.org or call 07842 761919. 

Image from the 2019 festival. Photo by 
George Britton. 

mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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A message from John Innes 

An attempt at ‘The Good Life’! 
A message from John Innes from Dilton Marsh, Wiltshire, 
where he and Sue moved 18 months ago 

W hen I could no longer manage the 
stairs in our house in Hale, a move 

became essential.   
We chose to move close to our young-

er daughter who had lived in Wiltshire for 
more than twenty years. She found a cot-
tage with five rooms and a flat in the at-
tic.  

It was really something to be grateful 
for, but the move from Hale was a bit 
traumatic. A lot of things did not really 
have a place in the cottage! Much of my 
library is still in boxes. But the kitchen 
looks out on a large lawn with a hedge 
and trees beyond and sometimes a lot of 
bird activity which is fascinating to 
watch. Pigeons, the largest, seem to have 
priority in the birdbath. Smaller birds 
may even get pushed off the edge! One or 
two cats from neighbouring flats have 
almost daily patrols along the hedge.  

We try to keep the large lawn well 
maintained. The vegetable garden was 
well stocked and we are about to plant 
some more. Dilton Marsh village almost 
seems to have a micro climate. Some of 
the storms on the ‘Downs’ seem to pass 
us by.  

The parish church is just round the 
corner about five to ten minutes walk. It 
is relatively new, being built in the late 
19th century by a local family with an 
Anglo-Catholic perspective. Parts are 
Romanesque rather than Gothic in design. 
At present we do not have a choir so the 
congregation are encouraged to sing. The 
village is very active and there does seem 

to be a spirit of helping one another. 
There is a ‘college’ for young people who 
have some form of learning difficulties. 
They are encouraged to work in the at-
tached café as a prelude to coping with 
life after college. There is a positive atti-
tude to the college in the village and the 
café, shop and Post Office are well sup-
ported.  

The church community was welcom-
ing without being oppressive and I have a 
weekly discussion on a chosen topic with 
one of the Lay Preachers. I set this up to 
keep my mind challenged. It seems to do 
that quite well.  

Sue has got to know a few people. She 
and I certainly watch more TV, but by 
selective choosing we have seen some 
very interesting and enjoyable programs.  

The down-land countryside is very 
attractive, with wide perspective, e.g. 180 
degrees from the top ridges. Close to the 
village, a large white horse has been 
carved in the chalk which gives its name 
to the White Horse Parish with two main 
churches, Dilton Marsh and Westbury.  

We need help to even leave the house 
and Elizabeth has taken us on some coun-
try trips and of course to medical appoint-
ments. The hospitals and surgery have 
given a lot of supervisory care.  

I try to retain some time to be able to 
continue to keep contact with a number of 
people and pursue life-long interests and 
look back on my personal pilgrimage.    

John Innes 
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Barn Dance 
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Hygiene Bank at Hale Community Centre 

The Hygiene Bank is available at Hale Community Centre: 

We know that a sudden drop in finances can happen to anyone for a number of rea-
sons – if you’re finding all your money goes on food and bills please do drop in and 
help yourself to the hygiene products in our reception area, or speak to one of our 
staff to ask for some products.  All of the items we have available have been donat-
ed by the local community to Farnham Hygiene Bank, to help people in need.  

Following a surprise inspection in February  
environmental health have awarded the 
Hale Community Fridge and Cupboard a 
five-star rating for food.  Congratulations 
to Katie and the fantastic bank of volun-
teers whose commitment to excellent hy-
giene standards makes this a reliable place 
to pick up fresh and frozen food, prevent-
ing food waste and helping the bank bal-
ance.  
 
The Fridge and Cupboard at Hale Commu-
nity Centre collects surplus food from 11 
different stores in the local area and makes 
this available to the local community to 
help prevent this food being wasted. In 
February there were 48 collections from 
local stores, collecting 175 crates of food 
in total! 
 
There is a trolley in the  reception area 
which is stocked with bread so that anyone 
can help themselves when the centre is 
open – can you set yourself a challenge to 
reduce the amount of bread you purchase 
and use the bread available there to pre-
vent food waste? 

Five Stars for Fridge and Cupboard 
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Craft Market 
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Citizens Advice 

You’ve heard about the energy 
price cap increase - but does it 
affect you? 
 
Your bills will only be affected by the price cap increase if you’re on a Standard 
Variable Tariff. If you’re on a Fixed Rate Tariff, your bills will stay the same until 
your contract ends.  

We have seen many households in recent months having the dilemma of paying 
for fuel or food. We can assist anyone with this issue to ensure you get the right 
information, advice and guidance. We aim to prevent debts rising for households 
and to reduce the stress this can cause. 

Ruth*, 26, lives in a two-bed house with her two young children. She has found her 
bills rising uncontrollably over the last few months. “I knew my energy bills were 
going to go up but didn't realise they would go up this much. We’ve been spending 
most of our time at my Nana’s just for some heating and electricity.” 

We advised Ruth to ring our Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133 
to help her agree a payment plan with her supplier. We also made an appointment 
for Ruth to speak with our advisers at her local Citizens Advice office to check that 
she is receiving her benefit entitlements. 

*Name changed to preserve client confidentiality  

If you are struggling to pay your bills – please get in touch. Citizens Advice can 
help. 

CITIZENS ADVICE WAVERLEY CONTACT DETAILS: 
By Phone 0808 278 7980 (free) to speak to an adviser 
By Email: use enquiry form at https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/e-mail-form/ the easi-
est way to contact a specific office. 
Self-help: https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/help-topics/ 
Office opening: https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/visit-us/  
Please check the latest opening hours before visiting as these can change at short notice.  
 
South West Surrey Domestic Abuse Outreach Service:  01483 898884 
Email: swr@swsda.org.uk  
www.swsda.org.uk 

https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/e-mail-form/
https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/help-topics/
https://waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/visit-us/
mailto:swr@swsda.org.uk
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Hale WI 

H ale WI is welcoming Joanna Foat 
to the April meeting on 13th at 

1.45pm in Hale Village Institute. Joan-
na will be speaking about the Lum-
berjills, the Women’s Timber Corps 
which was established in World War 
II. Visitors will be most welcome for a 
charge of £4.   

Joanna’s talk  will be followed by 
tea and home made cake and usually, a 
lot of chat.   
Membership renewal will be due at this 
meeting. The WI is keeping to some of 
the Covid restrictions for everyone’s 
protection and yours. For further infor-
mation please call 01252 722817 or 
01252 715802. 

Jean Mortlock 

The Lumberjills  

Advertise your business 
here. 

Details and prices  
contact: 

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

Editor@  
badshotleaandhale.org 

APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)  will be held at St Mark’s 

Church, Upper Hale on Sunday, May 8 at 3pm. 
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From the Church Registers  
 

Baptisms 
We welcome into our church family those who 
have been baptised recently: 
  
27th February at St John's: 
  Aureila Kailani Summerhays Dalen 
 

Thanksgivings 
We welcome into our church family those who 
have had a service of Thanksgiving held recently: 
 
26th February at St John's: 
   Raife Simon Enzo Norris 
 

Funerals  
We commend to God those whose funerals have recently taken 
place: 
 
19th January at Aldershot Crematorium 
   Jean Matheson 
  
14th March at St George's Church: 
    Isabel Muir 
  
  
  
 

Church Registers 
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THE HALE COTTAGE 
TRUST 

 

Are you sick, convalescent,  
disabled, or infirm? 

 

The above Trust is able to assist  
residents of the Parish of Hale with  

Badshot Lea who find difficulty in pay-
ing for medical prescriptions, fuel  

and necessities. 
 

APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM  

 

Mr. Jonathan Draper 
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors) 

 

Low House 
Wellington St 

ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ 
01252 727374 
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Jobs for Dave 
PAINTING 

GARDENING 
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS 

PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF 
LARGE ITEMS 

MANUAL LABOUR 
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS 

EVENT HELP 
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING 

MOVING HOUSE HELP 

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com 
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave 

Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051 

Advertise your business here and be 
seen on our website. 

For details and prices contact  
Stella Wiseman: 

07842 761919  
editor@badshotleaandhale.org 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THORNE LEGGETT 

 
Independent Family  
Funeral Directors 

 
FARNHAM 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,  
GU10 4PR 

01252 715520 
BORDON / WHITEHILL 

1 Petersfield Road,  
Whitehill, GU35 9AR 

01420 488896 
 

Friendly 24 hour assistance from 
Geoffrey Thorne  

M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D. 
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D 
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Advertise your business 

here. 
Details and prices contact: 

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

Editor 
@badshotleaandhale.org 

 

MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

A&L GARDEN SERVICES 
LAWNS, HEDGES, WEEDING 

GARDEN GENERAL CARE 
Telephone: ANDREW 

MOBILE: 
07780916716. 

EMail: 
drew.dunne@btinternet.com 

Standard Rate 
£10 per hour. 
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DAVE FITCHETT 
 

PAINTING  
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK 

WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING 
ETC. 

 

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM 
SURREY GU9 9RF 

07754 775844 

 

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S 
 

‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’ 
 

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist 
 

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP 
Tel: 01252 323673 

 

Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it. 
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails. 

Verruca treatment 

Home visits arranged with pleasure 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THORNE LEGGETT 

 
Independent Family  
Funeral Directors 

 
FARNHAM 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,  
GU10 4PR 

01252 715520 
BORDON / WHITEHILL 

1 Petersfield Road,  
Whitehill, GU35 9AR 

01420 488896 
 

Friendly 24 hour assistance from 
Geoffrey Thorne  

M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D. 
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D 

 

Graham Neves 

 

 

Painting and Decorating 

Interior  
And 

Exterior 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES 

 
Tel:  

01252 345235 
or 

07919 857095 
 

Hiring now for Children’s  
Parties and Social Functions 
at Weybourne Village Hall! 

 

A modern and well equipped hall! 
Email weybournevh@hotmail.co.uk or 

look on our website:  
weybournevillagehall.com 

 

Also for Clubs & User Groups 

mailto:weybournevh@hotmail.co.uk
http://weybournevillagehall.com/
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PCC 

Churchwardens 
Simon Alexander  
simonalexander-
mail@gmail.com  
 
Kris Lawrence 
Warden.StGeorges@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
 
Bob Shatwell 
Warden.StMarks@ 
badshotleaandhale.org  
 
PCC Treasurer 
Sarah Kay 
Treasurer@  
badshotleaandhale.org 
07814 501017 

PCC Secretary 
Gemma Brown 
pcc.secretary@ 
badshotleaandhale.org  
01252 319559 

Stewardship Officer 
Jacquie Munroe 
stewardship.officer@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
07974 174595 

Music 
Organist & Music  
Co-ordinator 
Frances Whewell 
fj.whewell@gmail.com 
01252 312773 
Choir Leader 
Margaret Emberson,  
embersonmargaret@ 
gmail.com  
01252 409124  
 
Administration and Hall 
Bookings 
Stella Wiseman:  
admin@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
 
Magazine 
Editor & Advertising 
Stella Wiseman  
editor@  
badshotleaandhale.org  
07842 761919  
 
The Church Cat 
Sprout 
slashermcgoogs@ 
gmail.com 

 

 

 

Who’s Who 

Ministry Team 

Rector 
Lesley Crawley 
25 Upper Hale Road, 

Farnham, GU9 0NX 
01252 820537 
revd.lesley@ 

badshotleaandhale.org 

Associate Priest 

Alan Crawley 
01252 820537 

revd.alan@ 

badshotleaandhale.org 

Clergy 
John Evans 
01252 710594 
johnjunee@ 

btinternet.com 

  
Licensed Lay Ministers 

Craig Nobbs 

llm.craig@ 

badshotleaandhale.org  

Lesley Shatwell 

llm.lesley@ 

badshotleaandhale.org 

 

Youth Minister 

Michelle Chapman 

youth@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
07876 115458  

mailto:simonalexandermail@gmail.com
mailto:simonalexandermail@gmail.com
mailto:Warden.StGeorges@badshotleaandhale.org
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mailto:Warden.StMarks@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:Warden.StMarks@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:treasurer@badshotleaandhale.org
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mailto:pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:stewardship.officer@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:stewardship.officer@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:fj.whewell@gmail.com
mailto:embersonmargaret@gmail.com
mailto:embersonmargaret@gmail.com
mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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