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you can find them on. Please use their services and don’t forget to say that
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Our church services are Sunday: 9.30am St John’s, 10am St George’s
and 11am St Mark’s. Wednesday: 12pm St Mark’s.
Online: www.badshotleaandhale.org
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The Church Cat (above right) is busy hiding from fireworks this month and would just like
to say ‘Keep the noise down’.
The deadline for the joint December/January issue of the magazine is Sunday,
November 14.
For editorial and advertising contact: Stella Wiseman, 07842 761919
editor@badshotleaandhale.org.
Front cover picture: Poppies by Bart Ros on Unsplash
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From the Ministry Team

When the gap between
heaven and earth is thin
Heaven is a short step away, says Craig Nobbs

E

arly November is All Saints-tide, a
season of remembrance which
includes All Hallows Eve and All
Saints, honouring the multitude of
Saints through the ages, both known
and unknown; All Souls, the commemoration of the Faithful Departed to remember our loved ones who have gone
before us.
This season has been a particularly
poignant during the Coronavirus pandemic, where thousands have died
alone and without loved ones to comfort them at the very end. On Remembrance Sunday we remember those
who gave their lives in the terrible conflicts of the 20th and 21st centuries,
especially the fallen from our own communities.
This time of year is neither summer
or winter: it’s in-between, neither one
or the other, a liminal place in the calendar. To be liminal means to be somewhere that is and isn’t, just as the seashore is both sea and shore as the tides
do their work. To the ancient Celtic people of this land, it was a time of mystery

and remembrance: the
time-betweentimes, where
the veil between this
world and the
next was believed to be at
its thinnest. It
was marked by
Craig Nobbs, LLM
the celebration
of Samhain (pronounced Saw’en). They
built markers in places they thought
were portals to the Otherworld to prevent the uninitiated from stumbling in.
As Christianity grew in our land, such
places became the sites of churches,
cathedrals, and monasteries: the time
of Samhain was superseded by the
Christian celebration of All Saints-tide: a
new season of remembrance centred
on Jesus Christ.
To the Christian, encountering mystery is nothing new. Every time we worship God and receive Holy Communion,
the veil between time and eternity is
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also at its thinnest, and we stand in a
liminal place, neither heaven or earth:
we who are bound by time and dimension can get a glimpse of mystery in the
eternal glory of God. Heaven isn’t ‘up
there’ somewhere, but immanent, real,
and just a short step away – as it says in
the Book of Common Prayer: 'In the
midst of life we are in death'.

As we remember and give thanks for
our loved ones who have gone before
us, and those who paid the ultimate
price in the hope of making this a better
world, let us centre those memories on
the mystery of Jesus Christ, the one true
Light that shines in the darkness of this
world, the very thing we will celebrate
in the joy and hope of Christmas.
Craig

Remembrance

The Farnham Festival of Remembrance
The third Farnham Festival of Remembrance will take place this year on Saturday,
November 13. Once again, because of Covid, it will be online from 6pm on
www.badshotleaandhale.
Among those taking part are the Mayor of Farnham; Alder Valley Brass; Princess
of Wales Royal Regiment; Army and Air Cadets; Farnham Heath End School, Potters Gate School, the Parish Choir and local schools and they will present a moving
evening of music, poetry, reflections, prayers, hymns and readings which will pay
tribute to all those who have served in times of conflict and peace.
Simon Alexander has organised the event and reminds us that while we understand
that Remembrance is a time to pay tribute to all those who serve and have served to
protect and defend us, that “War comes in many forms and, as such, the public service of our Armed Forces comes in many forms too. This year we have leant on the
help of our military again in our time of need here at home to help us deliver essential services during the pandemic. Dedicated, agile and responsive as ever, the men
and women of our Armed Forces have responded to our nation’s call.”
Our thanks go to everyone who has taken part. Please join us online for this year’s
Farnham Festival of Remembrance from 6pm on November 13 at
www.badshotleaandhale.org
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Prayer Page

7

Kitty Milroy

You are invited to…

C

ome and celebrate the Kitty Milroy murals and Kitty herself at St
Mark’s on Sunday, November 7th at a special communion service at
11am, with the Bishop of Dorking and the mural restorers Stephen
Rickerby and Lisa Shekede, and a concert and talk at 7pm.
The now-famous murals were restored earlier this year and new lighting
has been installed so that they can be seen in their full glory. They are now
recognised as being of national importance and a jewel in Surrey’s crown.
So, on the day before the anniversary of Kitty’s birth in 1885 and, coincidentally, her death in 1966, we want to invite everyone to St Mark’s for a
celebration.

The Annunciation
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Kitty’s birthday party
The morning celebration will be a
communion service at which the Rt
Rev’d Jo Bailey Wells, Bishop of Dorking, will preach, and there will be a
chance to hear from Stephen Rickerby and Lisa Shekede who spent 10
weeks painstakingly restoring the
murals between April and June this
year. In the evening there will be
music, talks on the murals and Kitty,
along with refreshments and, of
course, the chance to see the murals.

Showers and Sun

Everyone is welcome at both the
service and the evening celebration
and there will be no charge, but to
keep numbers manageable, particularly in the face of Covid, the evening event will be by ticket only. To
book your tickets, click here, email
admin@badshotleaandhale.org or
call 07842 761919.

Benedicite, an ancient hymn of
praise to God about the wonders of
the natural world, and local views.
There are figures depicting the natural elements and seasons, and the
models for these figures are known
to be local people. The whole is a
stunning creation by a hugely talented artist and the murals and Kitty
herself are finally being given the
recognition they deserve.

The murals were painted between
1911 and 1920 and depict the Annunciation – the meeting between
Mary and the Angel Gabriel when
Mary is told she will be the mother
of Jesus – as well as scenes from the

Come and celebrate this amazingly
talented artist and her work.
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Church life

Pets are part of the plot!
You may have noticed we had pet services at all three churches recently. Some
thought we were losing the plot. Maybe we were, or maybe the plot just went off in
another direction!
Here is a glimpse of what went on (spot Craig!).
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Online services

A big thank-you

A

t the start of the first lockdown in
March 2020 when we were told that
we would not be able to hold services in church, it was decided that we
would have online services. We decided to
put them on YouTube because it meant that
people could access the services at any
time. This proved to be a good thing to do
because it enabled people who lived in other countries to have access to these services
and we know that people from Canada
were watching them. We also discovered
that people often wanted to access the services during the week as well as on Sundays. It helped them to cope with the Lockdown and the sense of isolation and feelings of depression and anxiety that many
were suffering from.
At first we were doing three main services
plus an evening service every week. These
were so that the congregations of our three
churches felt that they had a service that
was directed to them. There was also a
midweek service.
At the height of the lockdown about 60
viewers watched each of the services then
another 20 viewers for the evening service.
For specials like the carol services we had
about 140 viewers.
Gradually as time has gone on and we started to have services in church, it was decided to reduce the number of on-line services
and now we only have one main service.
Easter and Christmas were especially busy
because we tried to cover all the services
that we would normally have had in
church, including a carol service.

Life was very busy for all those who were
involved and hard work for Alan who put
them all together and ready to go out on
YouTube. I think we are all very grateful to
him for all his hard work.
Now we are moving into a new phase.
There are no plans at the moment to stop
the on-line services but as fewer people are
now watching them it seems that we can
change to a simpler structure which will be
conducted by the clergy and will mean that
it is no longer so important to have so
many people taking part.
So I want to say a very big thank you to all
those people who have taken part in the online services over the last 18 months. You
really have been wonderful. On occasions,
due to unforeseen circumstances, some of
them have been asked to read lessons at
very short notice. I have also appreciated
the opportunity to get to know them all.

We started with only a handful of people
taking part in these on-line services plus
our group of musicians – Margaret, Bob,
Lesley Shatwell, Frances, and also June
and Olivia. Over the months the number of
people involved increased until we had a
team of 37 people who either read the lessons, wrote and then read the intercessions
or read the collect, this includes eight children. I think they have all been wonderful.
I am incredibly grateful to all of them for
all they have done, and for making life
easy for me by being so cooperative.
Pamela Marsham
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Church events

Coming up in the parish
Questioning Faith
Questioning Faith is back, every Tuesday evening between now and November 30
from 7.30-9pm on Zoom. Come and discuss anything you like related to faith and
the questions you may have. No question is too outrageous or simple to ask. For the
Zoom code contact Stella at admin@badshotleaandhale.org or 07842761919

Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday is on November 14th this year and there will be services at
each of the churches in the Parish. There will also be a ceremony at the War Memorial in Hale at 10.50am, with the two-minute silence at 11am. This will be
attended by Farnham Brass Band, the Scouts and Upper Hale councillor Cllr Pat
Evans, and Cllr Evans and the Scouts will then continue on to St Mark’s for a service.
Lesley Crawley will also lead an Act of Remembrance at Weybourne Village Hall at
4pm.

Lights switch on at Badshot Lea
The Christmas lights will be switched on in Badshot Lea by the Mayor of Farnham,
Cllr Alan Earwaker, on Monday, November 22, at an event from 5-7pm. Refreshments will be served.

A Journey to Bethlehem
A Journey to Bethlehem will take place this year on Wednesday, December 8 at
6.30pm. We will gather at St Mark’s and St George’s and make our way to St
John’s for a celebration, meeting characters from the Christmas story along the
way. If you would like to be involved please contact Stella Wiseman
(admin@badshotleaandhale.org) or Simon Alexander
(simonalexandermail@gmail.com).
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Art and craft

Art @ St Mark’s
The coffee and art mornings are back at St Mark’s on the first Thursday of the
month. Come and join in. No experience needed.

Craft materials

Barbara Sallis has some craft items and a fair amount of dressmaking material she wishes to dispose of. Anyone interested
should contact her by phone 01252 202230 or email
roysallis@hotmail.co.uk and arrange a time to see what they
might like.
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An ordinand’s musings

Doctrine - human or holy?
The thing about vicar school is that it
makes your brain fizz. I tell you, there is
nothing dull about theology.

more, and allow the Holy Spirit to work
on us and in us, we can gain a little
more understanding and maybe doctrine can shift and change a little.

It may be partly because we are back in
the classroom after a year of online
learning, and so it is easier to ask questions and respond to ideas without the
problems of dodgy internet connections and cats or children leaping across
the keyboard, or it may be
the topics, but this term
has been fascinating.

This means that faith is not something
cut and dried. It, too, can shift and be
open to new perspectives and that can
be disconcerting. And what happens
when two people, or groups of people,
come to different conclusions? We are back to discussions,
disagreements,
debate, declarations of heresy and human horridness as
well as thoughtfulness and
compassion. Yes, we are a
funny, complex lot.

We are studying doctrine,
that is, the beliefs we hold
as Christians. Maybe it
shouldn’t have been a
revelation to me (after all,
I did a theology degree 35
years ago) but I have been
struck by how the doctrines we usually take as,
well, carved in stone, have come about
through long discussions, disagreements, heated debate, declarations of
heresy and often a fair bit of human
horridness as well as thoughtfulness
and compassion. We are a funny, complex lot.

We also need to turn back to
the Holy Spirit at this point.
Moving forward in unity
doesn’t come easily. In fact,
it seems well-nigh impossible, but maybe, just maybe, if we are deliberately
and intentionally open to God, the Holy
Spirit can point us to new ways of seeing others and understanding each other. Maybe that is the only way forward.
After all, Jesus is reported as saying:
‘What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.’

Of course, the Holy Spirit is involved
too, and the Holy Spirit is never static.
So, to my (flawed, human) mind, revelation and doctrine are not static either.
As we open ourselves to God more and

I’m hoping that the next essay I have to
write will be possible too!
Stella Wiseman
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Book review

Fresh from the Word
How to read the Bible? It is so large, so diverse, some would say so controversial. It
is foundational to Christian faith but we all approach it in our own ways with our
own views, and sometimes we don’t know how to approach it at all.
A guide or set of notes can be helpful and this year I have come across Fresh from
the Word - the Bible for a change. Published by the International Bible Reading
Association (IBRA), it offers a way into regular daily Bible reading in manageable
chunks. Each day there is a set text - a Psalm perhaps, or a short reading from a
book, followed by a reflection designed to help the reader see understand something more about God. So far, so like many other Bible reading notes - useful and
instructive. Where Fresh from the Word has the edge over some of the others I have
come across is in the diversity of the writers of these notes. They are drawn from
around the world and so have different perspectives. A women’s rights activist
from Argentina will view the
world differently from a vicar
who has worked across Southern Africa and the USA, who
again will not be the same as a
poet from the eastern counties
of the UK.

Our own backgrounds have a
huge impact on how we see
God and how we read the Bible, and listening to people
with other backgrounds is vital in our growing understanding of each other and God.
This book is an aid to that
growth and I recommend it.
Buy your 2022 edition now
from Christian bookshops or
online. Further information
from www.lionhudson.com
Stella Wiseman
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Hale Community Centre

New Youth Centre for Hale!
Cathy Burroughs, from the Hale Community Centre,
reports on an exciting development for Upper Hale

W

e are delighted to announce that we have received a substantial grant
from Reaching Communities (through
the National Lottery) and thanks to this
we have been able to appoint a Lead
Youth Worker, Tracy Yates, to set up a
new youth centre at the heart of the
Upper Hale community and open up
many more opportunities for young
people living in the area.
Tracy has been out and about in the
community since August, meeting
young people, families, parents and
professionals. She said: “The community has been amazing; the young people
have been really open and honest and
are keen to get involved in helping set
up our new centre, as well as giving
ideas for what else they would like in
and around Sandy Hill”.
Tracy expressed her thanks to the excellent work of the youth teams that
have been in this area for a long time,
saying “It is a real testament to the fantastic youth work that has happened,
especially in Sandy Hill, over the last 15
years. Thanks to them young people

hear the words ‘youth worker’ and
know that this is someone they can talk
with, we have a lot to thank them for!”.
While we wait for Surrey County Council to complete the works to the old
nursery building, next to Hale Community Centre (we anticipate opening in
January 2022), we have been able to
set up an ‘interim’ youth club at the
Scout Hut on Hale Recreation Ground.
Open to all 11-19 year olds, at these
sessions young people can get hot
food, toast and drinks and chat, listen
to music, get involved in activities or
just hang out with friends in a warm,
safe space. Young people who come to
these sessions will really help us to
shape what the new centre will look
like and the types of activities we will
run there.
We are working towards and ecofriendly centre, with a strong emphasis
on reduce, reuse, recycle and we also
have the capacity to develop the garden areas, including raised beds to
grow our own vegetables. We hope to
secure funding or sponsorship to install
a good quality kitchen that we can use
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for training young people how to cook
and pursue food hygiene qualifications,
which may also open up employment
opportunities.

project, we couldn’t do this without
them!

We would also love to hear from anyone
who might be interested in volunteering,
The world is our oyster and we can’t wait fundraising, donations or supplying reto launch the new centre. We would like sources (we have an Amazon Wishlist!).
to thank our current volunteers for their Please email:
amazing support along with people who youthlead@halecommunitycentre.org.uk
have already generously donated reCathy Burroughs
sources and money toward our interim
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Hiring now for Children’s
Parties and Social Functions
at Weybourne Village Hall!

A modern and well equipped hall!
Email weybournevh@hotmail.co.uk or
look on our website:
weybournevillagehall.com

Also for Clubs & User Groups
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Community support

ASSIST is busy again

I

t has been a busy time for Farnham
ASSIST, the charity supporting older people in Farnham, as we have
now resumed our community lunches at
both Hale and in the centre of Farnham.
We were delighted to host 18 older
people at Bethel Baptist Church on Saturday, September 18, and then 59 older
people at the Memorial Hall on Sunday,
October 10. It had been a long 18
months since the previous community
lunches in March 2020 and it was great
to see people renewing friendships and
enjoying good food and company
again.
I was also delighted to join the
Mayor of Farnham at two recent events.
Firstly, at a fundraising coffee morning
at Providence Place and then to attend
the Civic Service. We are very grateful
to the Mayor of Farnham that we are

one of his two charities during his civic
year.
Farnham ASSIST also recently held
their AGM and were delighted to meet
with faith leaders and volunteers to reflect on the past and look forward to the
coming year.
As with many charities, we have
been unable to host fundraising events
during the pandemic which has affected
our wider income. However, we will be
having a fundraising quiz night on the
evening of Friday, November 12 at
7pm at Farnham Vineyard. The cost is
£5 per adult or £2 for children (bring
your own drinks and snacks) with maximum teams of six. We would welcome
teams from throughout the community
and we promise it won’t be University
Challenge! Rodney Bates, manager

The Mayor at the Providence Place coffee morning.
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Community support

The spirit of Wenceslas lives on

T

his has been another difficult year
for many with lockdown, furlough,
redundancies and now we are facing a significant rise in fuel prices. Farnham Lions are therefore proud to be
launching Project Wenceslas again this
year. Lions are inviting those who receive
a Winter Fuel Payment to donate it to
the Lions Wenceslas Fund to help local
people who are finding it hard to keep
warm and cook in winter. We also welcome donations to this cause from anyone else who would like to help.
Last year Lions distributed some £27,000
in respect of families with fuel debt referred to us by Citizens Advice and the
Farnham Coronavirus Support Fund as
well as a large number of discretionary
grants to needy families identified to us
by local Barnados Family Centres, HomeSchool link workers and other agencies.
These payments enabled some 350 people to have hot meals and stay warm
over last winter.

Good King Wenceslas in Wenceslas
Square, Prague. Picture by Thomas
Quine on Flickr.

Every payment is made directly to the utility companies, ensuring that all monies
received are spent on gas and electricity.
Donations can be made to https://www.lionsgiving.co.uk/Appeal/
farnhamwenceslas or by cheque (payable to Farnham Lions Club CIO and endorsed
WFP on the back) sent to Lion Treasurer, 1 Acheulian Close, Farnham GU9 8PL.
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Local organisations
Hale WI looks at the problems of climate change
Hale WI met on October 13 at the Hale Institute and the meeting was well attended by both members and visitors. The speaker was Dr Colin Summerhayes, the
eminent marine geologist from the Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge who
gave a talk entitled ‘Melting Ice, Rising Sea’ Dr Summerhayes did not blind the audience with science but explained clearly and precisely the causes, problems and
possible answers to climate change. He explained how everyone can help to solve
some of the climate problems. At the close of his talk Dr Summerhayes answered
questions from the floor.

Help needed to keep the group going
After tea and cake, Ann Heward from the Surrrey Federation spoke about the difficulty of finding a new Secretary. She encouraged the group to split the Secretary’s
job into manageable parts so that it can be done by several people and not all
down to one person. If no replacement can be found by the annual meeting on
November 10, the group will be closed down.

Repair Café needs volunteers with electrical skills
The next Farnham Repair Café (FRC) session will be on November 13 at the Spire
Church, South Street, 10am-12.30pm.
The organisers are particularly looking for volunteers with electrical repair skills
and experience. If you can help contact FRC via frc.cfsd.org.uk/

Advertise your business
here.
Details and prices contact:
Stella Wiseman:
07842 761919
Editor
@badshotleaandhale.org

A&L GARDEN SERVICES
LAWNS, HEDGES, WEEDING
GARDEN GENERAL CARE
Telephone: ANDREW
MOBILE:
07780916716.
EMail:
drew.dunne@btinternet.com
Standard Rate
£10 per hour.
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Church Registers

From the Church Registers
Baptisms

We welcome into our church family
those who have been baptised recently:
17th October at St Mark’s Church:
Callum Andrew David Charters
24th October at St George’s Church
Alfie James Wilf Lamport
Betsy-Ann Evie Lamport

Burials of Ashes

We commend to God those whose ashes
have recently been buried:
8th October at Aldershot Crematorium
Barbara Austen
10th October at St John’s Church:
Desmond Bailie
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SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL
Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities.
Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439
or email sukieb@btinternet.com

MJP Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

Helpful friendly plumber.
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap
washer to refitting your bathroom.
Servicing to replacing boilers
Just ask, no job too small!
Works with all systems –
heating and plumbing.
Gas Safe registered

Contact Mike on 07768 844276
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com

THE HALE COTTAGE
TRUST
Are you sick, convalescent,
disabled, or infirm?
The above Trust is able to assist
residents of the Parish of Hale with
Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying for medical prescriptions, fuel
and necessities.
APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM
Mr. Jonathan Draper
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors)
Low House
Wellington St
ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ
01252 727374
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Advertise your business here and be
seen on our website.
For details and prices contact
Stella Wiseman:
07842 761919
editor@badshotleaandhale.org

Jobs for Dave

PAINTING
GARDENING
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS
PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF
LARGE ITEMS
MANUAL LABOUR
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS
EVENT HELP
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING
MOVING HOUSE HELP
Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave
Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051
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PILATES CLASSES
St George's Hall, Badshot Lea
Wednesdays 3.50-4.50pm
Classes resume November 3
For further information contact Judy
Tel 01428 723078
Email: christeljudy@aol.com
Judy McDougall
Reps/Cimspa registered level 3
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS
THORNE LEGGETT

Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints
and muscles

Back on Track

Independent Family
Funeral Directors

Chiropractic Clinic
Tel: 01252 781133

FARNHAM
8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,
GU10 4PR
01252 715520
BORDON / WHITEHILL
1 Petersfield Road,
Whitehill, GU35 9AR
01420 488896

1, Waverley Lane,
Farnham GU9 8BB

Sukie Brockman
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN

Friendly 24 hour assistance from
Geoffrey Thorne
M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D.
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D

Member of the British Chiropractic
Association. GCC Registered.

www.back-on-track.biz

DAVE FITCHETT

Tel:
01252 345235
or
07919 857095

PAINTING
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK
WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING
ETC.

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM
SURREY GU9 9RF
07754 775844

Graham Neves
Painting and Decorating

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S
‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’

Interior
And
Exterior

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP
Tel: 01252 323673

FREE
ESTIMATES

Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it.
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails.
Verruca treatment

Home visits arranged with pleasure
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Who’s Who
Ministry Team

PCC

Rector
Lesley Crawley
25 Upper Hale Road,
Farnham, GU9 0NX
01252 820537
revd.lesley@
badshotleaandhale.org

Churchwardens
Simon Alexander
simonalexandermail@gmail.com

Associate Priest
Alan Crawley
01252 820537
revd.alan@
badshotleaandhale.org
Clergy
John Evans
01252 710594
johnjunee@
btinternet.com

Licensed Lay Ministers
Craig Nobbs
llm.craig@
badshotleaandhale.org
Lesley Shatwell
llm.lesley@
badshotleaandhale.org

Kris Lawrence
Warden.StGeorges@
badshotleaandhale.org
Bob Shatwell
Warden.StMarks@
badshotleaandhale.org

PCC Treasurer
Sarah Kay
Treasurer@
badshotleaandhale.org
07814 501017

Music
Organist & Music
Co-ordinator
Frances Whewell
fj.whewell@gmail.com
01252 312773
Choir Leader
Margaret Emberson,
embersonmargaret@
gmail.com
01252 409124
Administration and Hall
Bookings
Stella Wiseman:
admin@
badshotleaandhale.org

PCC Secretary
Gemma Brown
pcc.secretary@
badshotleaandhale.org
01252 319559

Magazine
Editor & Advertising
Stella Wiseman
editor@
badshotleaandhale.org
07842 761919

Stewardship Officer
Jacquie Munroe
stewardship.officer@
badshotleaandhale.org
07974 174595

The Church Cat
Sprout
slashermcgoogs@
gmail.com

Youth Minister
Michelle Chapman
youth@
badshotleaandhale.org
07876 115458
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