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Front cover: Sun. Part of the Kitty Milroy murals. See page 9.
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Church News

News from the parish
T

here’s no ministry team letter this
month - back next - but there is
lots going on as you will see from this
magazine, and a couple of events in
particular to look out for.

wakes up to the fact that Hale was
home to a major, undiscovered mural
artist who worshipped at St Mark’s,
and we have started crowdfunding for
both the ongoing preservation of the
Kitty Milroy murals and for a new
youth hub at St John’s (see page 11).

We had a massively successful flower
festival with more than 300 entries
(see page 6),and next year we look
forward to holding it in person as well
as online. The online element means
that people who can’t come to the festival or contribute physically can still
be involved and enjoy it. That’s been
one of the unexpected benefits of the
past year - we have been including
people who would otherwise be unable
to participate in church services and
other events. Sometimes it takes something extraordinary and challenging to
make us make changes for the better.

We also held a very successful plant
sale at St George’s on May 29, raising
£265 on the day with more to come
from later sales and donations. Well
done and huge thanks to all those involved.
Carolyn Weston organised this year’s
Christian Aid appeal and so far it has
brought in £353. If anyone has any
donations they have not handed in,
please bring them to church or get
them to Carolyn some way. Thanks for
all the generosity shown.

We have had Sky News in at St
Mark’s (see page 9) as the world

Looking ahead, we have Communion
before Confirmation classes and Confirmation classes starting this month
(see page 28). Please let us know if
you would be interested.
Then we have Father’s Day on June
20, and each church is putting on
something special to celebrate fathers,
grandfathers and those men who have
been important in our lives as we grew
up. Plans are being finalised but you
can expect food, fellowship, even beer
in at least one church’s case. Watch
out for notices.
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There is also, of course, the fete on
Saturday, July 3, which will be held at
St George’s Church. There is still time
to book a stall if you are a business,
artist or crafter and have something to
sell. Contact Maxine Everitt,
maxine.everitt@badshotleaandhale.
org, for details of how to do this. And
please, everyone, get involved, help
out and go and help raise money for
the parish.
Get involved with the fete

My changing role
A message from Alan Crawley
I would like to let you know that I will be stepping back a bit. Since having
Covid in March 2020, I have found that I do not have the energy that I used
to have. I have seen the doctor, who can find nothing wrong with me, but I
find it hard to do difficult, or as many, tasks.
Consequently, I have needed to step back from involvement in the management of the parish. I am hopeful that this will change with time and
rest, but cannot be certain. I had hoped that things would have improved
by now, but as they haven’t it felt right to let people know what is happening.
I will be continuing to take services, lead groups and chair the PCC, but, as
some of you may already have noticed, I do not know everything that is going on in the parish the way that I used to.
I have been doing this now for a few months, so there should be no difference, however now that you know what is happening you may notice it
more.
My thanks to all those taking on tasks I used to do, especially Lesley.
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Flower Festival

The 2021 Farnham
Flower Festival
The 2021 Farnham Flower Festival
was another resounding success,
with more than 300 entries of flower arrangements, floral art and poetry. It was sponsored by Florescence (see page 20). Here are a
few examples, and to see the whole
lot visit
badshotleaandhale.org/2021/05/15/
farnham-flower-festival-2021/
Above: Linda Daruvala; right: flowers and
cake by Melissa Salisbury; below: Therapies through nature from Phyllis Tuckwell
Hospice
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Above: William Cobbett Primary School Year 6; below
right: St George’s Church; below left: Castle Vets
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Kitty Milroy

Kitty is being kept
in the picture

Interest in the Kitty Milroy murals at St
Mark’s Church continues to grow following the piece on Sky News last
month (pictured above).

We hope that the current stage of the
restoration work will be completed by
the middle of June so that we can have
a big celebration on June 25 (with all
the normal Covid-caveats of course).

The story, which recognised Kitty Milroy
as a major and undiscovered artist, has
been picked up by other media outlets,
from the Church Times to a Polish news
site, and we have subsequently had
visits from people associated with
Watts Gallery (there is a strong likelihood of a link between the artist Kitty
Milroy and the work at the gallery and
Watts Chapel), and from
the Farnham Public Art Trust.

In the meantime, we have launched
another fundraising appeal for the ongoing upkeep of the murals and to pay
for mending the roof at St Mark’s to
prevent water damage. You can find it
here: https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/st-marks-church. Please
do consider giving to this to ensure
these murals can be enjoyed for generations to come.
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Youth Hub

St John’s
Youth Hub

W

e are crowdfunding to raise
money for our new Youth Hub
at St John’s. The plan is to have the
hub open every day after school for
any and all 11-16 year olds.
We will be working in partnership with
Relational Hub, a national charity which is helping young people thrive. Relational Hub is a proven model of youth and community work, with over a decade of supporting young people.
The Youth Hub will be based on these four principles:

•

Radical Hospitality – the way you welcome young people;

•

Everyday Youth Work – daily, consistent drop-in;

•

Support and Opportunities – developing skills and co-producing projects;

•

Sustainable Approach – having a long term approach, fundraising and
enterprise strategy.

The link to find out more and to give to this important project is
here: www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/st-johns-project

Adventurers!

Anne Boyman would like someone to help with Adventurers, the weekly
club for 7-11s, on an ad-hoc basis. New Adventurers are also welcome so
if you know a child between seven and 11 years tell them about it.
Adventurers meets at St Mark’s Church on Tuesdays in term time between
5.30 and 7pm. To find out more contact Anne: anneboyman@hotmail.com.
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Local government

New mayor and new
councillors

F

arnham has a new mayor and
Surrey County Council has
new councillors, one of whom is
particularly relevant to Badshot
Lea and Hale.

Mayor of Farnham

The new Mayor of Farnham is Cllr
Alan Earwaker who was previously deputy mayor. He will be
supported in his duties by
his daughter, Claire Earwaker dos
Reis.
Cllr Earwaker wrote a message for
the magazine:
“It is an immense honour and privilege to be elected as the new
Mayor of Farnham 2021/22.
“I have chosen ‘working together
with the community, reviving
Farnham’ as my theme and as we
transition out of lockdown, it is my
mission to do whatever I can to
support Farnham residents and
businesses.

Cllr Earwaker and his daughter Claire.

“It is customary for the Mayor to
support a local charity (or charities) and so I have chosen Farnham
Assist and Waverley Abbey Trust.
I look forward to finding out even
more about what they do and to
meeting as many of you as possible throughout the year.”
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Catherine.powell
@surreycc.gov.uk
• No pedestrianisation without
mitigation as part of the Farnham
Infrastructure Programme;
• Improved facilities and services for those in need; and
• Cross county boundary cooperation.

Farnham North’s new
councillor
Most of the Parish of Badshot Lea
and Hale lies in the Farnham
North electoral ward for Surrey
County Council. In the recent local elections, Catherine Powell
was elected as the Farnham Residents councillor.

“The Residents Groups and Independents are now the second largest group of councillors on
Surrey County Council. I
met the group for the first
time today and they are all
driven people who want to
do the best for their communities with a broad
range of knowledge and
experience which we can
leverage as a team to try
to get the best outcomes
for the people of Surrey.

Cllr Powell writes: “I would like
to thank the people of
North Farnham for putting their trust in me
and electing me as their
Surrey County councillor.

“At the time of writing
I have officially only
been a county councillor for two weeks but I
am already starting to
get up to speed with
Catherine Powell
“If you do have issues or
who the key officers
concerns that you think I can help
are at Surrey County Council who
to address as a Surrey County
can help to resolve the issues and
Councillor please do get in touch
challenges you face. My initial
via
focus areas are:
Catherine.powell
• Completing my handover with
@surreycc.gov.uk.
Councillor Stephen Spence. If
you had an open issue with Ste“Thank you again for putting your
phen and I have been in touch
trust in me. I will do my very best
with you please do contact me at
to make a positive difference.”
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Jeremy Hunt

From your MP
Making movement on traffic

I

am in Farnham nearly every week
so know the delays and frustrations of traffic congestion firsthand.
Of course, it isn't just about being
annoyed or late for an appointment the idling traffic is terrible for air pollution.
With the formation of the Farnham
Project Board in 2020, there is no w
momentum to find a long-time solution to this and other infrastructure
problems in Farnham. For the first
time a dedicated project management team, led by Surrey County
Council has been working with representatives from across the community - with the result that Surrey County Council has now allocated an indicative £139m towards a redevelopment which will vastly improve the
air quality, traffic flow and ambiance
of the town. For me this is a project
that has taken fifteen years to come
to fruition - including a controversial
referendum in 2014. But we now

have a consensus that no change is
not an option - and are looking at
plans that will eliminate pollution,
bring a cafe society to Farnham's historic centre at the same time as relieving traffic bottlenecks.
In the short term of course the current redevelopment of the Borough
with the Brightwells and Woolmead
developments is having some impact
on traffic, as are the necessary Covid
social distancing measures which
were introduced. These deep rooted
problems will not be solved overnight. But for the first time I am confident things are going to change and
am immensely grateful for the tremendous support I have received in
getting to this point.
Please continue to stay safe and rollon the summer!
Best wishes
Jeremy
(Jeremy Hunt MP)
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Prayer from Prayers for Personal Situations | The Church of England
Photo, near Rogate, Sussex, November 2016, LS 17
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Business

Gloímoí - a growing, glowing business

I

t takes courage and commitment to
set up your own business but all
around us there are people doing so,
pouring time, effort, money and passion
into their ideas and making them work. It
is something that the parish wants to
support wherever we can.
One such local business is Gloímoí Skin
care, established by Anita Chaudhary.
She suffered from dry skin and couldn’t
find anything to improve it. “My face
would get taut with dryness and fine
lines started appearing,” she says. She
also thought about frontline workers
having to wash often and how much that
would affect their skin, and this prompted her to start developing her own
creams.
“I researched a number of ingredients,
including the ones my grandmother used
to use and decided to make a cream with
the goodness of some of some of the oils
and butter.
“The formulation and manufacture of this cream involved a lot of hard work
including research and
training. I wanted a cream
that was as natural as possible and paraben free
with few or no petroleum
products or synthetic
chemicals. I wanted something that would make my

skin glow and
look healthy and
beautiful. When I
used this cream,
it brought about
the desired effect
that I was looking
for.”
Anita trialled the
products for two
years before marketing them. She now
has day creams and night creams for the
face and hand cream. “These creams act
as an emollients and a moisturiser as
they have the oils to smoothen the epidermis and the aloe vera to moisturise
the skin at the same time, bringing about
the desired glowing effect, hence the
name Gloímoí Skin Care,” she explains.
Anita took part in our online Christmas
art and craft fair last year. You can now
buy her creams on Etsy
(search for
‘glowanddryskincare’)
and for a free sample
or more information
contact her on
07528436767 or find
her on
www.facebook.com/
Glowanddryskincare
Left: Anita Chaudhary
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Badshot Lea

Badshot Lea Bloomers
volunteer day
Badshot Lea Bloomers will be
holding a volunteer day at Badshot
Lea pond on Saturday, June 5, and
combine it with a big litter pick of
the village. Anyone who would
like to join in should be at the village pond by 10am on 5th.
The Bloomers have entered the
pond into the Britain in Bloom ‘In
your neighbourhood’ category and
judging will happen some time
after June 14 so the pond needs to
be looking at its best.
Tea, coffee and doughnuts will be
available.

PILATES CLASSES

The local school children have put
up their bug houses, the ‘No Fishing’ sign has had a make-over and
the rain has brought on the wild
flowers. Go and enjoy it and help
make it even better.

St George's Hall, Badshot Lea
Wednesdays 3.50-4.50pm
Classes 23rd June-7th July
(to resume in Sept)
For further information contact
Judy
Tel 01428 723078
Email: christeljudy@aol.com

Judy McDougall
Reps/Cimspa registered level 3
21

⭐Bookings open! ⭐To bring your little one & join the musical crew
please email
helenvlovell@aol.com / text: 07887 590325 ☺
Tuesdays (mixed ages) 10-10.40am at the Spire Church, central Farnham
Wednesdays (mixed ages) 10.30-11.10am at Hale Community Centre
Thursdays Baby Beats/non walkers 10-10.40am Toddler/mixed 10.50-11.30 am at Wrecclesham
Community Centre
Fridays (mixed ages)10.30-11.10am at St. Marks Church, Hale
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The Church Cat

Watch the birdies

H

as anyone noticed the
birds? I am sure there are
more around this year. Or at
least, I have heard more from my
comfortable snoozing position on
the bed or on a lap.
I got quite excited about this, and
started investigating. After all, I am
quite partial to a tasty morsel or
two of garden bird. Not pigeons;
they eat anything and taste rank,
but a juicy little sparrow or blackbird
… (that’s enough offending people’s
sensitivities, Ed).
My investigations have taken me
round the churches and I am delighted to say that there are starlings
nesting in the roof at St Mark’s,
while sparrows are making a total
racket in the hedge there. Then the
noise going on up high at St
George’s was astonishing. Cats can’t
actually focus very far so I’m not
sure what they were but they
sounded delicious. And, as you
know, the churchyard at St John’s is
packed full of wildlife.
As the ordinand was keeping an eye
on me rather than mewsing (ha ha geddit?), I was unable to get near
any of them to ask them directly and

The Church Cat licks her lips in anticipation of a morsel or two

from very close quarters about whether they are experiencing a growth in
numbers. However, my internet research suggests that fewer people and
cars around in the past year, and more
insects, which have been able to
thrive thanks in part to a drop in pollution and in part thanks to less cutting
of hedgerows and verges, have combined to mean more birds.
So keep up the good work. Don’t cut
the grass, keep pollution down and
encourage the birds. I get hungry you
see.
Purrs
The Church Cat
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School report - William Cobbett Primary School

Summer time, and the
learning is fun
The children have had a good start to the summer term at William Cobbett Primary School. They are enjoying being in their year group bubbles and have been making the most of the better weather and using the fields at break and lunchtime.
The teachers are having fun launching the new Cornerstones topics and taking
their teaching outside where possible, such as in this picture where Fox Class were
learning about position and direction in their maths lessons.

Some of our Year 4 children took part in level 1 Bikeabilty at the end of April which
was the first time we have had people visit the school to run an activity since the
pandemic started. Surrey County Council and our Welfare officer did a splendid
job of organising it safely. The children all enjoyed it and received a certificate for
their hard work.

We are now looking forward to September and our new children starting in reception and year 3 and saying goodbye to the year 6 children who are moving on to
senior school. We have had to alter our induction procedures slightly but have
good systems in place to ensure that the induction process runs smoothly for all
the children.
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School Report - Farnham Heath End School

New partnership revives old garden
Our partnership with Farnham Heath End School continues to grow. It was
great to help facilitate a new partnership between the school and our friends at
Farnham Town Council to enable the transformation of a disused school courtyard into a blooming garden for students.

“It is amazing to see school, church and council coming together and making great
things happen in north Farnham. This is real community at its best.” So said the
Stuart Maginnis, principal of Farnham Heath End School (FHES) as work started
on transforming a neglected courtyard garden at the school into an area for students
to use.
The parish brought the school and Farnham Town Council together to carry out the
work and the first step in the process took place on May 27 when a group of student
volunteers and council workers planted up two raised beds with an array of colourful plants, generously donated by the council.
The garden, which is right in the centre of the school site, has been out of bounds
for students as it has fallen into disrepair and is no longer structurally safe. However, the plan is now to bring it back into use for social times. The town council will
sponsor the project and the next step will be to make raised structures in the garden
safe and replace the rotting wooden benches.

Students from the school with Cllr Alan Earwaker, Mayor of Farnham (right) and Farnham Town
Council Business and Facilities manager, Ian McCready (left)
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Heads and deputies appointed

Pictured from left: Deputy Head Girl Leah James; Deputy Head Boy Joshua Brownlie; Head Girl
Lottie Jex; Head Boy Jaden Sully; Deputy Head Girl Lily Morgan; Deputy Head Boy, Adam William

The parish was invited to take part in
the selection process for the new head
and deputy head boys and girls at FHES.
Lesley Crawley and Simon Alexander held
some of the interviews. Simon was also
involved in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ exercise. He
said: “Twelve candidates, all aged 14-15
and in Year 10, were put through a challenging selection process involving the
whole student body, staff members and
external guest interviewers. The standard
was amazing and it was great to see the
incredible effort the students had gone to
in preparation for their panel day. We
have so much to be proud of as a community when looking at our amazing local
students at Farnham Heath End School.”
It was a tough day for the candidates
(and the assessors!) Each of the 12 candidates made a video setting out what they
would bring to the roles. Those videos

were watched by every student during
the morning tutor period. All students
then voted for their favoured candidates.
Next, the candidates were interviewed by
a panel of external interviewers. Their
final task was the Dragon’s Den pitch to
senior members of staff and an external
visitor. The 12 were then divided into
two groups to devise face-to-face presentations about their ideas to improve the
student council and house systems.
Mrs Snedden, head of year 10, said: “All
of the candidates impressed us with the
originality of their ideas and their enthusiasm to drive improvements for students. At the end of the day, there were
tough decisions to make to select the
senior team. We’re excited now to have
their presence in school and see some of
their ideas brought to fruition.”
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SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL
Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities.
Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439
or email sukieb@btinternet.com

MJP Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

Helpful friendly plumber.
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap
washer to refitting your bathroom.
Servicing to replacing boilers
Just ask, no job too small!
Works with all systems –
heating and plumbing.
Gas Safe registered

Contact Mike on 07768 844276
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com

THE HALE COTTAGE
TRUST
Are you sick, convalescent,
disabled, or infirm?
The above Trust is able to assist
residents of the Parish of Hale with
Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying
for medical prescriptions, fuel
and necessities.
APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM
Mr. Jonathan Draper
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors)
Low House
Wellington St
ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ
01252 727374
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Hale Community Centre

Talk and Support
A new service is opening up to
help people share and gain
support as they negotiate coming out of lockdown.

T

he past 18 months have been incredibly challenging for everyone in many different ways, and the
prospect of a brighter and less restricted future feels in touching distance now.
For some though, coming out of
lockdown and venturing back out
into a much busier society may feel
daunting. Two local counsellors
have recognised the need for those
who are feeling anxious about the
new and uncertain world to have
somewhere to come and share how
they are feeling with those who are
experiencing similar challenges.
Debbie and Amy are going to be
running a community-based support
group for those who are feeling they
need to talk to others in a safe and
supportive environment. The group,
which will be called ‘Talk and Sup-

port’ aims to do exactly that, offer
somewhere to come and talk, feel
supported and also offer support to
other group members. Through their
work with clients they have seen
how beneficial it can be to share
with others how you are feeling and
talk about what you are going
through. It can help to foster a sense
of belonging and togetherness,
which may have been missing for
many over the past year.
Talk and Support will be held at
Hale Community Centre and will be
open to anyone over the age of 18.
Debbie and Amy hope to facilitate a
group of around six to eight members, and it will be held on a Tuesday evening at 7pm.
Contact Hale Community Centre for
more details: 01252 722362 or
halecommunitycentre@gmail.com
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Stop food waste!
The Community Fridge and Cupboard continues to open on a
Monday and Wednesday 10am –
12. We’re excited to be opening 2
– 4pm on a Friday now to enable
those who can’t visit on the
morning sessions to come. We’ve
had lots of great donations from
Waitrose recently and often have
fresh fruit and vegetables in our
cupboard in the garden so that
people can help themselves at a

time that suits them.
If you haven’t visited the fridge
and cupboard, yet why not come
and visit and help prevent food going to waste?
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Advertise your business here and reach
1,000s of readers in the area.
For details and prices contact
Stella Wiseman:
07842 761919
editor@badshotleaandhale.org

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
THORNE LEGGETT
Independent Family
Funeral Directors

FARNHAM
8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,
GU10 4PR
01252 715520
BORDON / WHITEHILL
1 Petersfield Road,
Whitehill, GU35 9AR
01420 488896

Jobs for Dave

PAINTING
GARDENING
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS
PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF
LARGE ITEMS
MANUAL LABOUR
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS
EVENT HELP
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING
MOVING HOUSE HELP

Friendly 24 hour assistance from
Geoffrey Thorne
M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D.
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave
Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051
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Relieving stress and tension
calming and relaxing
AROMATHERAPY
treatments

Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints
and muscles

Back on Track

Deep Tissue, Swedish,
Pregnancy, Indian Head,
Hot Lava Stone Massage
and REIKI

Chiropractic Clinic
Tel: 01252 781133
1, Waverley Lane,
Farnham GU9 8BB

PAT FRAMPTON

Sukie Brockman
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN

ITEC Dip Aroma, CThA
BABTAC member, EMBODY Reg

Tel : 01252 725399
Deep Dene, Wood Road,
Upper Hale, Farnham, GU9 0PQ

Member of the British Chiropractic
Association. GCC Registered.

www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham

www.back-on-track.biz

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S
‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’

Tel:
01252 345235
or
07919 857095

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP
Tel: 01252 323673
Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it.
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails.
Verruca treatment

Graham Neves

Home visits arranged with pleasure

Painting and Decorating

DAVE FITCHETT

Interior
And
Exterior

PAINTING
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK
WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING
ETC.

FREE
ESTIMATES

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM
SURREY GU9 9RF
07754 775844
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Space to hire

Hire our spaces
We have plenty of space to hire
at the three churches. Whether
you are looking for a large space
for a band or group, a room for a
small class or meeting, or your
own office space, we have rooms
to suit you.

At St George’s we have the main
hall which is approximately 11.5
x 6m, and the church which is
around 17 x 11.2m (including

choir stalls). We also have a
spare small room which is ideal
for business meetings, counselling, individual working, or as an
extension to the main hall.
At St John’s the main church (c.
20 x 14m with an additional 5 x
6m in the chancel) is available to
hire, as is The Sumner Room (c.
7 x 3.5 m), and a new room The
Ark which has been converted
from the clergy vestry and is
around 5.5 x 4m. This can be
hired for meetings or office
space.
At St Mark’s there are three
spaces to hire - the Community
Centre which offers space of approximately 11 x 5m; the church
which has an area of 20 x 9 m
with an additional raised
platform where around 5 x 4 m is
accessible; and the office which
we can hire out for either sole

Space to meet in The Ark
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use or shared use. It measures
approximately 4 x 3.75m.
Prices start from £10 an hour.
For information, call
07842761919 or email
bookings@badshotleaandhale.
org
Small room at St George’s

St George’s Hall

St George’s Church

St Mark’s Church

St Mark’s Community Centre
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Church Registers

From the Church Registers
Weddings
We congratulate those who have recently married:

22nd May at St George's:
Gemma Ward & James Cameron

Burial of Ashes
We commend to God those whose ashes have recently
been buried:
12th May at Aldershot Crematorium:
Florence Emily Barnett

Help needed

Cleaning and cake
St Mark’s needs a bit of a clean - the
centre and the church. Please join us on
June 19 10am-noon to spring clean the
church. If anyone could bring along a
cylinder vacuum cleaner, long-handled
brush for windows and ledges, or a carpet-cleaner, they would be really useful. The more cleaning tools we have the quicker the job will be
done. Please come if you can only come for a
short time; we need as many people as possible.
Refreshments will be provided - Jenny Bull is in
charge so there will be great cake!
Images by Wannapik
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PhoneJoan
One call does it all…

Domestic Services
Regular & Spring Cleaning
Ironing
Gardening
Odd jobs & repairs

Lifestyle Management
Waiting in for tradesmen
PA Support
Researching Best Buys
One-off Projects
Call Joan on 01252 612033
or visit our website www.phonejoan.co.uk
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An ordinand’s musings

A short reflection on
knowing nothing

P

erhaps it is the fact that we
celebrate Trinity Sunday
around this time of year, and
I have yet to meet anyone who can
understand the Trinity; perhaps it is
because I have been asked in all
three churches recently about the
effect on me and my thinking that
being an ordinand is having; or perhaps it is simply because I am tired
of hearing one lot of people state
categorically that x is the truth
while another lot are stating that
anti-x is the truth; whatever the reason, I have become a lot more comfortable with the idea of not knowing.
A few months ago (it must have
been February as I wrote about it in
the March magazine) I found it distinctly uncomfortable not to know
all sorts of things about God, faith
and how to understand it all. I’ll
probably become uncomfortable
again as my faith journey resembles something of an odd dance
which involves three steps forward,
two back, a waltz down a dead end,
a bit of side-shuffle, some inappropriate tango, a bit of do-si-do and..,

well, you get the picture. It’s not
straightforward.
But for now I feel fairly comfortable
with the notion that God is immensely, astoundingly, unimaginably different and just, well, more
than we can ever know or speak
about, and some of the time we
should just stop pretending we know
and instead listen, and accept the
limits of both knowledge and language.
That doesn’t mean we should stop
exploring what we can about God,
seeking to be drawn deeper to God.
It doesn’t mean we shouldn’t keep
turning to God and seeking God’s
will for us as individuals and communities. But it means that we
should maybe try to be a little more
humble and accepting of people with
different views and a little bit less
eager to make great pronouncements
on what God thinks about things.
After all, we may have not have listened properly and we may have got
it wrong.
Then again, what do I know?
Stella Wiseman
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