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From the Ministry Team 

T he days and weeks after 
Easter are among my fa-
vourites. The dark days 

are past, nature starts to wake up, 
and my garden starts to look like one 
again. The lighter, longer, and 
warmer days are particularly wel-
come after one of the darkest winters 
in living memory. Who would have 
believed that we would not even be 
able to do those things that make the 
bleak months bearable? 
 
As I write this, I am looking at an 
azure blue sky, unmarred by aircraft 
contrails. The world as we knew it 
before Coronavirus really has 
changed. I am reminded of Jesus’ 
disciples following His crucifixion: 
their hopes and dreams of a life with 
Him were gone within a week. In 
chapter 24 of St Luke’s Gospel, two 
of them walk to Emmaus on that 
first Easter Day, their faces down-
cast by the sheer weight of grief, dis-
appointment, and hopelessness. A 
stranger joins them, and in turn they 
invite him to join their meal. The 

stranger breaks the bread, and the 
disciples recognise him as the risen 
Lord Jesus. An echo of the Last Sup-
per: their hearts burning within con-
firm that Jesus is alive. They rush to 
Jerusalem with faces uplifted to 
share the news. 
 
That story has made me aware that I 
have had a face downcast for quite a 
while. Perhaps we all have. Jesus 
appeared to his disciples to give tan-

Look Up! 
Easter reasons to be cheerful  
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gible proof that He was indeed alive: 
death, the last enemy of humankind 
has been defeated. Hope is reborn, 
and these dark times will pass. The 
resurrection of Jesus changed the 
world forever: the name of Jesus 
went literally viral. 
 

Let us work, pray, and worship to-
gether to share Him in our little bit of 
His kingdom, and with uplifted and 
happy faces declaring that Jesus is 
truly alive! He is Risen! Alleluia! 
 

Craig Nobbs 
 

Following the APCM on April 25, the following people have been appointed 
to the PCC and to offices for the year 2021-2. 

New officers and PCC  

PCC 

Churchwardens:  

Simon Alexander  

Kris Lawrence  

Bob Shatwell  

Deputy Churchwardens:  

Maxine Everitt  

Pamela Marsham  

Richard Myers  

Deanery Synod Reps:  

Pamela Marsham  

Stella Wiseman 

Treasurer: 

Sarah Kay  

PCC Secretary:  

Gemma Brown  

PCC Members:  

John Boas  

Gemma Brown  

Jenny Bull  

Michelle Chapman  

Melisa Davies  

Olivia Jasper  

Sarah Kay  

Jacquie Munroe  

Simon Spiers  

Carolyn Weston  

Our thanks to all for their willingness to be involved and help guide the 
parish as it seeks renewal. Please do remember them in your prayers. 
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D espite the Chancellor’s generosity, 
many have been dealt a body blow 

by the events of the last year. I remem-
ber one business owner in Farnham 
breaking down in tears as she explained 
just how desperate her situation was - 
not just having to pay rent for a shop 
without having any income, not just the 
best laid plans for the future up in 
smoke, but the constant, nagging uncer-
tainty about when, if ever, things will get 
back to normal. 

That is why last autumn I launched my 
South West Surrey Bounceback cam-
paign which many of you signed up to 
enthusiastically. Unfortunately, none of 
us were to know then that January 
would see the country move back into a 
third lockdown, so my plans to help the 
constituency get back on its feet had to 
be put on hold. But only temporarily - 
because with the relaxing of some lock-
down restrictions from last week we 
now have the opportunity to play our 
part in supporting local businesses and 
voluntary organisations. 

The good news is how much support 
there is locally to do just that. A massive 
84 per cent of you who replied to my 
survey said you would buy more locally 
sourced produce and 68 per cent said 
your main consideration when shopping 
was to support local businesses. 

Sixty per cent wrote that you would sup-
port local pubs and restaurants whilst 48 
per cent would visit a local attraction you 
had not visited recently. 

These are really encouraging figures and 
business owners and managers can real-
ly take heart how much we, the local 
community, are behind them. 

So now is the time to get cracking! 
Please tell your friends to remember to 
shop local, eat local, and go local as 
much as you can. We live in one of the 
best parts of the country and, with sum-
mer around the corner it’s time to enjoy 
what we have on our doorsteps, all the 
while observing the sensible social dis-
tancing rules in place. 

Best wishes 

Jeremy 

Jeremy Hunt 

From your MP 
Helping South West Surrey to 
bounce back 
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A prayer before sleep 

Picture: the Loire at Amboise by night  LS) 
Prayer: the Church of South India (via www.churchofengland.org)  

http://www.churchofengland.org
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Some words of thanks 

Thank you! 
There has been much sorting out and 
clearing up going on in the churches 
to make them even easier and more 
attractive to use. There are several 
people who deserve special thanks. 

To start with, a massive thank-you to 
James Hepworth who not only has 
been working on the churchyard at St 
John’s, but he has decorated the new 
space at St John’s. Once the clergy 
vestry, this is now The Ark, a place to 
be hired out (see page 16), and James 
spent long hours up high ladders 
painting it. 

Also an equally big thank-you to Dar-
ren and Jack Stone who moved the 
furniture and reorganised and refitted 
The Ark and the old choir vestry which 
is now the clergy vestry. Darren then 
repurposed some of the unwanted 
furniture. Above right, for instance, is 
a cupboard made out of an old cup-
board from the vestry at St John’s. It’s 
now in the playground at Folly Hill 
Infant School where Darren is caretak-
er. 

And a huge thank-you to Bill Thomas 
who decorated the two smaller rooms 
at St George’s so that they looked 
smart and ready to hire out. We al-

ready have an occupant in the right-
hand one - artist Karina Fraser, while 
photographer David Milard is in the 
left-hand one on Friday afternoons. 

We’d also like to say just as large a 
thank-you to Aly and Derek Buckle 
and Richard Myers who got the house 
in Eton Place ready for renting out  
this spring . There was plenty of work 
to be done to make it ready for a 
commercial let and they are continu-
ing to keep an eye on it ready to lease 
it again this autumn. 
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Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid week 
- climate crisis 

It’s Christian Aid week from 
May 10-16 and we are raising 
money in the parish. There 
will be envelopes on pews and 
chairs in each of the churches 
on May 9, but you can also 
give and collect money via an 
‘e-envelope’ – an online fund-
raising page.  

To find out more visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk/
appeals/key-appeals/christian-
aid-week 

This year’s Christian Aid is fo-
cusing on the climate crisis 

and how people living in pov-
erty are worst affected by it.   

From drought to flooding, cli-
mate change robs people of 
control over their lives and can 
take away reliable sources of 
water. 

Your gift could help a commu-
nity build an earth dam, so 
when the rains do come, they 
will have the water they need 
to live. A reliable source of wa-
ter will help families withstand 
long drought or relentless 
rainstorms. 

May 
10-16 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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New rooms to hire 
We have new rooms to hire!  
 
The old clergy vestry at St 
John’s has been transformed 
thanks to a lot of hard work by 
many people, including Darren 
and Jack Stone, James Hep-
worth and Simon Alexander. It 
is now known as The Ark and is 

fitted out for meetings and 
small groups.  
 
The two small rooms at the 
back of the hall at St George’s 
have also been cleared out by 
a willing team of volunteers 
including Gemma Brown, Max-
ine Everitt, Kay Eastman and 
Kris Lawrence. Bob Shatwell 
and Darren Stone took away 
unwanted furniture and Bill 
Thomas then painted the 
rooms. The smaller room was 
immediately booked by artist 

Space to meet in The Ark 

The tables go in two by two in The Ark 

Hire our buildings 
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Karina Fraser who can be 
found painting there during 
the week. We’ve got a photog-
rapher and a counsellor in the 
larger of the two on a Friday 
but it is available the rest of 
the week and at weekends. 
Thanks everyone for your hard 
work.  
 
Our three churches, St 
George’s Hall, the Community 
Centre at St Mark’s and the 
Sumner Room at St John’s are 
also available for hire. All have 
been made Covid-secure and 
we ask all users to abide by 
the rules in place. 
 

Small room at St George’s 

And a large hall at St George’s too 

St Mark’s Church 

If anyone would like to hire 
any of our rooms or the 
churches, please get in touch 
with Stella Wiseman, on 
07842761919 or bookings@ 
badshotleaandhale.org . 
 
 Please let other people 
know about our rooms too.  

mailto:bookings@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:bookings@badshotleaandhale.org
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A message of thanks 

I am sure that I speak for many, when I say thank you to clergy, musicians 
and wardens, for doing such a brilliant job over the past year. They have 
kept services going in all three churches when allowed; online services each 
week plus other Zoom events and meetings. 
 
The culmination on Easter Day was amazing; I felt so emotional in (and 
Covid safe) St John’s, with so many families and happy people. I gather just 
as wonderful at our other two churches. The post-service search for choco-
late eggs in the churchyard was enjoyed by all, and the magnolia by the 
porch door was looking magnificent under a blue sky. Let's hope that we 
are now looking forward to better things 
ahead.                                                                                                                     GG 

Church community 

Every week we pray for people in church and may know little about them.  
 
One such name who has been on the list is Anne Ward. She is a friend of 
mine who is training with me for ordination. In November 2019 , just after 
starting training, she was diagnosed with lung cancer, She has undergone a 
number of treatments and is currently on a course of chemotherapy. She has 
passed on this message to everyone who has been praying for her: 
 
“My last scan was good, it showed reduction in all areas, so the chemo has 
done what it was meant too. The chemo has started to cause some side ef-
fects and I had a blood transfusion last week due to anaemia. I am now on a 
lower dose ‘maintenance’ which should have less side effects so am hoping 
to feel less fatigued. I’m really grateful for everyone’s prayers.” 
 

Stella Wiseman 

From the prayer list 
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Local elections 

Local elections 

O n Thursday May 6 there will 
be elections for Surrey 
County Council seats and 

for the post of Police and Crime Com-
missioner for Surrey.  

The county council elections will 
decide who sits on the council for the 
next four years and councillors are 
elected to represent divisions, of which 
there are now 81. The parish is mostly 
in Farnham North but a small area is in 
Farnham Central. 

Surrey County Council is responsible 
for a number of local public services in 

the county. These include the standard 
responsibilities of county councils in 
England and Wales such as transport 
and highway management, waste dis-
posal (but not collection) and education  

The Police and Crime Commissioner 
elections were postponed from last year 
because of Covid. The commissioner 
controls police budgets and holds a 
force’s chief constable to account for 
the performance of officers and staff.  

We asked the candidates to send in 
statements and pictures.  

Don’t forget to vote. It does make a 
difference. 

Farnham North 

Howard Kaye, Labour  
Howard Kaye did not send a statement 
but on the Labour Party’s website says: 
“I will challenge the 
budget cuts which have 
so severely affected…
education, fire and res-
cue, roads and 
transport and services 
like social care for chil-
dren and vulnerable 
adults. 

“The Farnham Infra-
structure Programme could bring huge 
benefits for the residents of North Farn-
ham. But the impact of, for example, a 
traffic-free town centre could bring hor-

rific traffic knock-on effects to North Farn-
ham for decades to come – unless the im-
plications are properly thought through. 

“I will be your strong voice to get the best 
for North Farnham residents.” 

Mark Merryweather, Liberal Dem-
ocrats 
 
Like Howard Kaye, Mark Merryweather 
did not send a statement but on the Lib-
eral Democrat Party website says: “There 
is a sense of complacency hanging over 
our Conservative-controlled councils  



23 

 

 

 Your candidates 
 

Continued on page 24 

which is all the more 

worrying given the 

substantial develop-

ments they have 

planned in Weybourne 

& Badshot Lea. As 

your councillor I will 

prioritise competence 

and accountability, 

and not letting developers off paying a fair 

share for road repairs and safety; afforda-

ble housing and public transport; less -

congestion and better parking; and sensi-

ble policing of local crime and anti-social 

behaviour.”  

Nabeel Nasir, Conservatives 
Nabeel Nasir did not 

send in a statement 

either and does not 

seem to have an easi-

ly accessible one 

online. However his 

candidacy Facebook 

page explains that he 

wants to extend sup-

port, services and resources for people 

with special needs and disabilities, and 

that he is “passionate” about making a 

cleaner environment for the residents 

and the workforce of the area which 

means controlling traffic and re-routing 

HGVs so they do not travel on roads like  

the Upper Hale Road. 

Catherine Powell, Farnham Resi-
dents 
The only Farnham North candidate to 
send in a statement, 
Catherine Powell 
writes: “I’m a Char-
tered Engineer, who 
has worked as a 
Project Director and 
Strategic Advisor on 
successful multi-
billion pound pro-
jects; if elected I will 
leverage my skills 
and knowledge to drive cost-effective, 
deliverable and creative policies and 
strategies.  
 
“I will focus on: 

• No pedestrianisation without mitiga-
tion as part of the Farnham Infrastruc-
ture Programme; 

• Improved facilities and services for 
those in need; and  

• Cross county boundary co-
operation. 
 
“I have already been driving this through 
North Farnham Voice Group, which I 
founded, raising awareness of the spe-
cific challenges faced by those living in 
North Farnham and developing positive 
solutions, building on my previous work 
in the Community. A vote for me is a 
vote for a strong local Community 
voice.” 
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John Gaskell, Labour 

“The Farnham Infrastructure Programme 
is the biggest 
opportunity 
facing Farn-
ham. It must 
be properly 
overseen and 
not pushed by 
sectional in-
terests, unlike 
Brightwell’s. 
We should 
look at best practice elsewhere before 
implementing any project, large or small.  

“In the first lockdown last year town cen-
tre traffic pollution was halved. And dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis we have seen com-
munities come together to tackle issues 
such as health, poverty, and the environ-
ment. This collaboration shows what we 
can do when we work together.  

“The major problems facing Farnham 
aren’t inevitable, they are man-made, and 
we must tackle them together.” 

Local elections 

 

Continued from page 23 

Your candidates 

Farnham Central 

Aly Fitch, Conservatives 
“I am standing in the Surrey County 
Council elections on May 6th for Farn-

ham Central as 
a Conservative 
candidate. My 
family home is 
in Farnham and 
I have grown up 
here and 
attended local 
schools. I now 
have my own 
family and as 

they are growing up, wish to stand as a 
Councillor in the area I love. I am a 
strong believer in education, and I am 
committed to ensuring that everyone 
gets the education they need to help 
shape their future.    

“I want to ensure that Farnham and all 
the surrounding villages are protected 
through adherence to the Neighbour-
hood Plan.   

“I am also passionate about cohesion 
and building a strong community! Com-
munication is key; please contact me if 
you have something you wish to raise 
even if I am not your local point of con-
tact.” 
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Andy MacLeod, Farnham Residents 

Farnham Central’s Councillor Andy MacLeod is the town’s only sitting 
councillor standing again.  

“Andy is one of Farnham’s most experienced councillors and is the Wa-
verley Executive member responsible for Planning Policy and Brightwells.  

“As a Farnham Board member, he has a major role in the development 
of the Farnham Infrastructure Programme, a great opportunity to solve 
Farnham’s traffic problems, balancing the needs of pedestrians and road 
users.  

“Another priority if re-elected is delivering a successful Brightwells development. Andy is 
Chairman of the Brightwells Board and plays a key role in ensuring that Surrey, Waverley 
and Crest Nicholson work together effectively.” 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

Kevin Hurley, Zero Tolerance Policing ex Chief candidate  
“I have spent 36 years in policing. I know Community Safety, the 
Police and criminals inside out.  

“Budgets or Inspirational Leadership? I have done it. 

“We will not tolerate Anti-Social louts, the fly-tippers, reckless 
speeders, the bullies and con-artists. I will: 

•Take a Zero Tolerance Policing Approach 

•Ensure visible street policing! 

•Put victims at the centre of the Criminal Justice system. 

•Give you the opportunity to have a greater say in how we are policed. 

•Protect and support your local police and council enforcement officers 

•Be uncompromising in the standards you expect from your police. 

“Policing is too important for party politics.” 

Howard Kaye, Labour 
Howard Kaye did not send 
in a statement but has said 
that if elected: “I will work 
to formulate proposals to 
protect Surrey residents 
from the continuing threat 

of on-line and telephone crime. 

After consultation I will publish a Police and 
Crime plan to identify local priorities and 
how I plan to meet them. 

“I will fight any reduction in budgets that 
impact on policing within Surrey. 

Continued on page 26 
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Local Elections 

Paul Kennedy, Liberal Democrats 
“I’m offering a professional, ambitious, 
community-based 
alternative to the 
centralising Con-
servative policies of 
previous PCCs.  

“I’ll bring back com-
munity policing and 
work with communi-
ties to tackle anti-
social behaviour, 
road safety and rural crime. I’ll lead con-
certed campaigns to cut drugs and youth 
crime, targeting county lines of organised 
crime. I’ll improve outcomes for victims, 
and tackle offending behaviour.  

“I’m a local councillor and former barris-
ter, accountant and actuary with 30 
years’ professional leadership experience. 
For 10 years I’ve provided strategic direc-
tion and independent oversight to organi-
sations on a non-political basis. I’ll give 
Surrey Police fresh leadership, to serve 
residents better “ 

David Munro, Independent 
David Munro did 
not send in a 
statement. He is 
the current Sur-
rey Police and 
Crime Commis-
sioner and on his 
official Facebook 
page states:  

“If re-elected for a second term as the 
Surrey Police and Crime Commissioner, I 
will have three over-riding priorities: 
more police officers and frontline staff, 
greater focus on crime prevention, in-
cluding more officers visible on our Sur-
rey streets, and a higher crime solving 
rate: challenging but doable given the 
great record of Surrey Police. “ 

 

Howard Kaye cont 

“I will halt the continual downgrading of our police service within Surrey; the closures of 
police stations and centralisation of policing resources do not benefit the vast majority of 
Surrey residents. 

“The presence of uniformed officers within our local communities needs reinvigorating. 

“I will ensure the privatisation of the policing services within Surrey is not on the agenda.” 

Continued from page 25 

Your candidates 
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Choir 

Lisa Townsend, Conservatives 
“Having lived in Surrey for over 12 years I know the importance of 
putting local people and their priorities at the heart of policing. 
That’s what my policing plan will do; I will listen to our communi-
ties and represent you.  

“I want to use my experience in policy and communications to 
secure the funding and support our police force needs by making 
the case to the highest levels of Government. With experience in 
managing multi-million-pound budgets and a proven record of holding people at all levels 
accountable, I will ensure your taxes are spent wisely on delivering your priorities.” 

“I will sing praise to my God as long as I live” Psalm 146 verse 2. 

Good news! We can sing again in our churches! At the moment only four are allowed to 
sing in church together and only six outside, but from May 17 we can sing in groups of up 
to 30, outside. This is very good news for all of us who enjoy singing together. 

As we all know, the past year has seen great changes in all areas of our lives. We have had 
to re-think how, when, where, even if, we do various things.  

One area of change has been our church choirs. So we are planning something different. 
There are very many of us who enjoy singing together, so we are going to have joint sing-
ing practises each week for the whole parish. These will be on Monday evenings at 6pm, at 
St. George’s in the church garden. 

I am very enthusiastic about this and have lots of songs, rounds, warm-ups, tongue-twisters 
and descents to sing, as well as all the best-loved hymns in our hymn book. 

So if you are one of our devoted and faithful choir members - come and give this a try! 
If you have never sung in a choir before - come and give this a try! 
If you want your children to sing in a choir - come as a family, and give this a try! 
If you can only make it for special festivals - come and give this a try! 
If you just want something to do on Monday evenings - come and give this a try! 

We will be having the first practice  of our new-look parish choir on  MONDAY 17th 
MAY at 6pm in ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH GARDEN. 

Please bring a chair if you need to sit down, wrap up warm, and bring an umbrella if neces-
sary, and come and give this a try! Let’s enjoy a good sing together. For information call 

01252 409124 or 07850 033732.                               Margaret Emberson – Choir leader 

Come and give this a try! 
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Church of England 

F ollowing strong criticisms of the Church of England’s record of handling 
abuse and safeguarding, there is a review underway in the hope that we will 
learn from the past and protect other people in the future. 

As part of this, the Diocese of Guildford is asking victims and survivors of church-
related abuse if they would be willing to come forward and speak about what has 
happened. 

Support is available 
The Diocese recognises that coming forward may be extremely difficult and dedi-
cated support has been set up to help people in doing so. Two confidential listen-
ing services have been set up for those people who have experienced church-
related abuse but who might want to talk through their experiences and feelings 
before taking any next step. To find out more about the support available visit 
www.cofeguildford.org.uk and search for PCR2 

Coming forward 
Anybody who would like to give information or make disclosures about church-
related abuse is asked to contact Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor, Jackie Broadfoot 
on 07918 559387 or by email:  
jackie.broadfoot@cofeguildford.org.uk  

Making churches as safe as they can be 
Bishop Andrew, diocesan bishop for the Diocese of Guildford, said: “It is important 
we do everything we can to make our churches the safest places they can be. Safe 
means different things to different people but this review will help us to ensure 
that the concerns reported to our churches have been dealt with properly, and the 
care taken and the support given is of the high quality that people rightly deserve. 
We have learnt from a previous review that that survivors and victims’ voices are 
critical, and I would urge you to come forward.” 

Victims of Church abuse 
are asked to speak out 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk
mailto:jackie.broadfoot@cofeguildford.org.uk%20
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Grief 

The Quick and the Dead 

T he front page headlines of The 
Telegraph on April 13, 2021, 
referred to the “markedly dif-

ferent” tributes to their late grandfa-
ther, Prince Philip, Duke of Edin-
burgh, given by Prince William, 
Duke of Cambridge and Prince Har-
ry, Duke of Sussex.  

I don’t find it strange at all that 
two grandsons, whoever they are, 
have quite different memories of a 
grandparent. We all remember and 
value different aspects of a deceased 
person’s character or abilities. This 
may relate to different shared events 
in our mutual past or with different 
shared interests or the different ways 
any human being relates to any other 
human being.  

My paternal grandmother, Elsie 
Parratt, who died in 1995, was a 
kind and patient lady who always 
wore an apron, or so it seemed to me 
as a child. My abiding memory of 
her was when I was first pregnant 
with our son, Neil, in early 1982. I 
remember standing on Elsie’s left, in 
her kitchen, in front of her ceramic 
Belfast sink, the two of us looking 
out over her back garden, with its 

wonderful view over Farnham. She 
had been widowed for almost 12 
years; my grandad Arch having died 
in early 1983. I told her I was preg-
nant with her first great-grandchild. 
Her response has always stayed with 
me. She said, after expressing de-
light at the news: “I always thought 
it was a miracle when I felt the 
quickening”.  

 

The ‘miracle’ of quickening 
For those of you unfamiliar with the 
old-fashioned term, quickening 
means the time when the mother 
first feels movements of her unborn 
baby, inside her. This usually hap-
pens between 16 and 24 weeks of 
pregnancy, depending on whether 
this is a first or subsequent baby. It 
used to be believed that this was the 
moment when the baby came alive.  

It was the time of the felt move-
ment inside her body of each of her 
six babies, their quickening, which 
Elsie told me she thought was a mir-
acle. She believed each quickening 
was a miracle even though one of 
her pregnancies in 1944 resulted in 
unexpected twins, my Aunt Julie 

Wendy Edwards offers some thoughts about 
life, Prince Philip’s death, and grieving 
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and Uncle Vick, weighing only a few 
pounds each. Elsie cried at their birth 
because there was an extra mouth to 
feed and an extra child to clothe even 
though she was happy to have two 
babies instead of one. 

 

And the ‘miracle’ of death 
I have also watched an interview 
with Prince Andrew, as he left 
church on Sunday, April 11, after 
Prince Philip’s death. He mentioned 
that The Queen was contemplating 
the miracle of Prince Philip’s death. 
Referring to death as a ‘miracle’ may 
seem surprising to some but the 
death of a loved one is a time when 
anyone may ponder such matters 
deeply. Prince Andrew also referred 

to the huge void which Prince 
Philip’s death had created within the 
Royal Family’s life and particularly 
within The Queen’s life.  

There’s an enormous mixture of 
emotions when someone dies, wheth-
er their death is expected or sudden. 
Numbness, shock, disbelief or a 
sense of ‘this can’t be happening to 
me but it is’ are common in early 
days and weeks after a death. These 
are the body’s way of protecting us 
in those challenging early days, but 
they can give us a sense of ‘I’m cop-
ing very well with this loss. Am I 
coping too well? Shouldn’t I be fall-
ing to pieces?’ Then guilt may kick 
in that we are not as upset as we 

Picture by Kristina Tripkovic on Unsplash 

Continued on page 28 
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think we ‘should’ be, not as upset as 
others are, perhaps. Or maybe we are 
crying constantly and feel we 
‘should’ be controlling ourselves bet-
ter. There is no correct way to behave 
when you are grieving. How you feel 
is how you feel and how you feel is 
OK. 

 

Your feelings are right 
Whatever feelings you are experienc-
ing after a death are absolutely the 
right feelings for you at that time. If 
Her Majesty is considering the mira-
cle of Prince Philip’s death then that 
is the right thing for her to do. I am 
sure she has also cried and I know 
she has expressed her great sorrow 
on the death of her husband of 73 
years. Of course she can be sad as 
well as thoughtful and contemplative. 

Comparing one person’s experi-
ence of grief with another’s or judg-
ing anyone for their grief reaction is 
just not right, in my opinion. Your 
grief experience is as unique to you 
as your eye colour or fingerprint. 

Guilt that we should have done 
more for the person who died or that 
we should or could somehow have 
prevented their death or prevented 
any suffering is also common. Why 
we do this to ourselves when we are 
already struggling so badly is a mys-

tery to me, but it is common, almost 
universal, to find some cause of guilt 
or regret around a death.  

 

Thoughts and questions 
We will also do a lot of thinking 
when someone dies. Even in those 
who have no faith or no belief in any 
sort of continuing life after death, 
there are still many thoughts and 
questions. A dead body is very clear-
ly different to a live body. A scientist 
would tell us that chemical and elec-
trical processes within the body have 
ceased. Those who believe in a spirit 
or soul (I am one of those and so are 
some scientists, notwithstanding their 
scientific knowledge) may believe 
that the spirit or soul has left the 
body and that this is the reason for 
the difference between a live and a 
dead body.  

Prince Philip’s death, which was 
not due to Covid 19, has reminded all 
of us that death happens anyway, re-
gardless of viral pandemics, to every-
one eventually. 

Whatever happens to a body at 
death, we can all agree that some-
thing has happened at the point of 
death and that this human body, 
whether it be the body of a Prince of 
the Realm or of a child migrant, is 
irrevocably changed. Those who 
loved that person are also irrevocably 
changed.  

Continued from page 27 

Grief 

The Quick and the Dead 
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THE HALE COTTAGE 
TRUST 

 

Are you sick, convalescent,  
disabled, or infirm? 

 

The above Trust is able to assist  
residents of the Parish of Hale with  

Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying 
for medical prescriptions, fuel  

and necessities. 
 

APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM  

 

Mr. Jonathan Draper 
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors) 

 

Low House 
Wellington St 

ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ 
01252 727374 

 

MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT 
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL 

Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with  
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within 
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities. 

Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439 
or email sukieb@btinternet.com 
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Which brings me to the huge void 
mentioned by Her Majesty The 
Queen and other members of her 
family after Prince Philip’s death. 
This sense of being at the bottom of 
a yawning chasm of loss is some-
thing experienced by practically eve-
ry bereaved person, especially initial-
ly. You can and will traverse that 
huge void and you will survive that 
deepest pain, even though you feel 
you will not survive it. Hang on in 
there.  

Prince William also said that 
Prince Philip would want everyone 
‘to get on with the job’. This remark 
could be interpreted in all sorts of 
ways, but it reminds me that getting 
on with the details of normal life, the 
‘job’ of normal life, is something we 
all must manage at some point after a 
loved one’s death.  

Grief really is hard work, maybe 
the hardest ‘job’ any of us must do. 
It’s a job The Queen and members of 
her family will all have to do in their 
own ways in the coming weeks and 
months. They will all, even Prince 
Philip’s young great-grandchildren, 
travel the journey of grief at different 
speeds and with different degrees of 
emotional pain, discomfort, and chal-
lenge. Children are often a lot more 
capable of understanding death and 

processing grief than we adults give 
them credit for.  

So many of us have started or 
continued the difficult journey of 
grief over the last year or so since the 
start of the Covid 19 pandemic. If 
you would like some bereavement 
support, please get in touch with us 
(www.badshotleaandhale.org/whos-
who/) and we’ll be happy to give you 
time to talk about your loved one and 
your feelings, whatever they may be.  

You may also find the links below 
helpful.  
www.cruse.org.uk/ 
www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/ 
winstonswish.org/ 
www.childbereavementuk.org/ 
https://uksobs.org/contact/ 
www.ataloss.org/ 

Francois Rabelais wrote: “One 
inch of joy surmounts of grief a span 
and so to laugh is proper to the man.” 

Finding something to laugh about 
and remembering happy times are 
helpful tools for grieving people of 
all ages against the pains of grief. I 
am sure these will also be helpful 
tools for The Royal Family in the 
coming months. We wish them well 
and send them our sincere condo-
lences. We wish you well and send 
you our sincere condolences if you 
are grieving.  

Wendy Edwards,  
Licensed Lay Minister 

Continued from page 28 

Grief 

The Quick and the Dead 

http://www.badshotleaandhale.org/whos-who/
http://www.badshotleaandhale.org/whos-who/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/
https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/
https://www.winstonswish.org/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/
https://uksobs.org/contact/
https://www.ataloss.org/
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DAVE FITCHETT 
 

PAINTING  
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK 

WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING 
ETC. 

 

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM 
SURREY GU9 9RF 

07754 775844 

 

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S 
 

‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’ 
 

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist 
 

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP 
Tel: 01252 323673 

 

Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it. 
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails. 

Verruca treatment 

Home visits arranged with pleasure 

 

Graham Neves 

 

 

Painting and Decorating 

Interior  
And 

Exterior 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES 

 
Tel:  

01252 345235 
or 

07919 857095 
 

 
Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints  

and muscles 

Back on Track 
Chiropractic Clinic 

Tel: 01252 781133 
 

1, Waverley Lane, 
Farnham GU9 8BB 

 

Sukie Brockman 
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member of the British Chiropractic 
Association. GCC Registered. 

 

www.back-on-track.biz 

Relieving stress and tension 
calming and relaxing 
AROMATHERAPY  

treatments 
Deep Tissue, Swedish,  

Pregnancy, Indian Head,  
Hot Lava Stone Massage  

and REIKI 
 

PAT FRAMPTON 
ITEC Dip Aroma, CThA 

BABTAC member, EMBODY Reg  
 

Tel : 01252 725399  
 

Deep Dene, Wood Road, 
Upper Hale, Farnham, GU9 0PQ  

www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham 
 

http://www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham
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Another big thank-you must go to Dr 
Alan Whiting who is giving up  playing 
the organ at St John’s after many 
years of dedicated service. Thank you 
for all your hard work and skill. 

Alan Whiting 

More help needed. 
 
Would anyone be willing to cut 
the grass at St George’s in the 
summer? There’s a rechargea-
ble electric mower and you’d 
need to be able to do two hours 
once a month. Contact Maxine: 
maxine.everitt@ 
badshotleaandhale.org. 
 
Also, we need more help with 
cleaning St Mark’s. Can anyone 
spare an hour or two a month? 
Contact Stella:  
admin@badshotleaandhale.org 
or 07842761919. Thank you. 

mailto:maxine.everitt@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:maxine.everitt@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THORNE LEGGETT 

 
Independent Family  
Funeral Directors 

 
FARNHAM 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,  
GU10 4PR 

01252 715520 
BORDON / WHITEHILL 

1 Petersfield Road,  
Whitehill, GU35 9AR 

01420 488896 
 

Friendly 24 hour assistance from 
Geoffrey Thorne  

M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D. 
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D 

Jobs for Dave 
PAINTING 

GARDENING 
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS 

PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF 
LARGE ITEMS 

MANUAL LABOUR 
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS 

EVENT HELP 
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING 

MOVING HOUSE HELP 

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com 
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave 

Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051 

Advertise your business here and reach 
1,000s of readers in the area. 
For details and prices contact  

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

editor@badshotleaandhale.org 
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The Church Cat 

I 
 have been writing in these hal-
lowed pages for a few months 
now and I realise that, alt-
hough some of you will have 

naturally done your research in or-
der to learn all about me, not every-
one will have found out everything 
they want to know. 

So this is me 

My name is Lady Brassica of Farn-
ham but my humans, aka food bots, 
call me Sprout. I put up with this. 
They know no better.. 

I am 13 years old which counts as 
’senior’. In the past it was reckoned 
that every cat year was equivalent 
to seven human ones. Not true. The 
first year is equivalent to about 15 
human years so I was a teenage 
mum but now I am a young and 
spritely grandmother and the matri-
arch of the family. What’s more, I 
intend to live for ever. 

I live with the food b0ts and my chil-
dren, granddaughter and cousins. 
There are 10 of us cats and the oth-
er nine act as my acolytes (shurely-
shome-mishtake - Ed). I’d rather be 
a single cat in receipt of all of the 

food and the attention, especially 
from my favourite human, The 
Daughter, but I tolerate the others as 
long as they treat me with respect. 

 

Cat About Town 

I wasn’t always The Church Cat. I used 
to be a Cat About Town, when I wrote 
for Life in Farnham magazine but 
when my journalistic career there was 
cut short, I cast around for other 
openings. I didn’t have to wait long. 
In fact I was approached by the top 
agency Feline Futures who said that 
my talents were need here in north 
Farnham and would I take on the 
role. 

We negotiated. I won’t give you the 
details - talking about finance is a 
little sordid, I’m sure you agree - but 
it is satisfactory, even if Brexit has 
made importing the best fish a little 
more tricky. Since then I have roamed 
the parish and kept a cat’s eye on the 
three churches. You need more cat 
treats in them. Oh, and scratching 
posts. Apparently it is inappropriate 
to sharpen one’s claws on Victorian 
pew. Who knew? 

Who am I? 
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On theology and God’s smile 

I have also taken up studying theolo-
gy .This has been my lockdown pro-
ject. Initially I was disappointed be-
cause, as every right-thinking being 
will acknowledge, cats are gods, but 
as I live with The Ordinand and almost 
all her lectures have been online for 
the past year (or four in cat terms) I 
have snoozed next to her laptop for 
many an evening and I have sat on 
many of her theology books and I feel 
I have learned a lot. I have learned 
that humans like lots and lots of 
words and probably should spend 
more time being silent. You can just 
sit in God’s presence you know. If you 
like the sun (as I do), try sunbathing in 
God’s smile. 

A few more facts 
Other things you need to know about 
me: 

I was born in Four Marks and came to 
Farnham when I was a small kit. I ar-
rived with my cousin who was a bit 
older and always asking for food. She 
moved up the road and though the 
food bots miss her I was happy to take 
on the sole role of matriarch. 

I am a tortoiseshell and obviously am 
the most beautiful cat in the world. I 
have two white whiskers. A year ago I 
had one white whisker. I blame the 
pandemic or Brexit. 

My favourite food is anything I am 
not meant to be eating at that mo-
ment and I also like to be served a 
plate of meat that I can lick and then 
turn my back on with distain. 

I accept strokes and tickles round 
the ears but I may suddenly decide 
that I no longer want them. 

I am a Cat. There’s nothing more you 
need to know. 

Purrs  

 

The Church Cat  
(aka Lady Brassica) 

Spot the halo 
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Church Registers 

From the Church Registers 

Baptisms 
We welcome into our church family those who have been 

baptised recently: 

4th April at St Mark’s 
 Richard John Herbert Myers 
 
18th April at St John’s: 
 Emily Louise White  

 

Funerals  
We commend to God those whose funerals have recently  

taken place: 

19th April at Aldershot Crematorium: 
 Beryl Moss 
 

21st April at St George’s and Badshot Lea Cemetery: 
 Dorothy Eva Lunn 
 

27th April at Guildford Crematorium: 
 Norman Robert Leigh . 
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One call does it all… 
 

Domestic Services 
Regular & Spring Cleaning 

Ironing 

Gardening 

Odd jobs & repairs 
 

Lifestyle Management 
Waiting in for tradesmen 

PA Support 

Researching Best Buys 

One-off Projects 
 

Call Joan on 01252 612033 
or visit our website www.phonejoan.co.uk 

PhoneJoan 
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An ordinand’s musings 

Musing on the mind 
I have been musing on brains. 

Obviously all human brains have the 
same structure but there are differ-
ences in wiring which can have a sig-
nificant impact in how we act and 
think. 

I will start by saying that I am not an 
expert and most of my knowledge is 
through observation of a relatively 
small group of humans so you 
should, as ever, view everything I 
write, with a certain scepticism. Nev-
ertheless, some of it might be useful. 

I’ve been thinking mostly about neu-
rodiversity, following my son’s diag-
nosis with ADHD. The diagnosis has 
made sense of a lot of the past and of 
his approach to thinking and learning. 
His brain doesn’t work in the way 
that in the past we were taught was 
standard, or ‘right’. But he has effec-
tive ways round it and is pretty 
strongminded about using these ways. 

I was brought up in a world which 
expected conformity and there are 
still expectations that we will do 
things a certain way in order to 
achieve certain goals. But what if we 
don’t meet those expectations? What 
if we can’t fit into the box? What if 
we just can’t achieve all those goals 
we are ‘meant’ to? 

There was a list going round social 
media the other day which informed 
us of ‘ten things that require zero tal-
ent’ including being on time, effort, 

attitude, energy, being prepared, doing 
extra and other goals which suggest 
that many of us have less than zero 
talent.  

This list is, as one person put it, full of 
ableist, capitalist, neurotypical assump-
tions’. It bothers me because there is a 
part of me that still worries I should be 
able to put a tick against every item on 
the list and as I fail regularly in all but 
about three, it does little for my self-
esteem. The three I can tick (‘effort’, 
‘work ethic’ and ‘doing extra’) are in 
some ways linked to the ones I fail at. 
If I can’t be prepared or on time I have 
to work to catch up. And believe me I 
have tried to be on time and prepared! 

The Church, as the body of Christ, the 
incredible, radical, inclusive Christ, 
should be leading the way in challeng-
ing assumptions like this. We should 
be welcoming diversity and what we 
can learn from different ways of think-
ing and responding. In some areas the 
Church is doing this and this parish 
and others who are part of Inclusive 
Church are playing a role in make a 
difference. But we all have a long way 
to go before those who see the world 
differently can make their way from 
the margins to a place where they are 
truly listened to. 

Stella Wiseman 

 

PS My younger son says that ‘the way 
we do being late requires some talent’. 
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