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From the Ministry Team 

For Christians, Easter is the greatest 
festival and surpasses all others, in-
cluding Christmas. On Easter Sun-
day, we celebrate Christ rising from 
the dead, overcoming all the trauma 
and hatred and overcoming even 
death in this action. 

This year, in the lead up to this great 
festival, during Lent, we have taken 
a different approach. Somehow none 
of us who plan the services could 
bear the idea of the sombre liturgies 
that are traditional during Lent. We 
needed to come to church to find joy 
and fellowship each week. 

There is a song I love that feels like 
my song for the lockdown. It is by 
Matt Redman and it is called 
‘Blessed be your name’. There is a 
verse that has particularly stuck with 
me: 

Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

For so many of us there has been 
pain in the offering – when we come 
together before God we offer the 
whole of ourselves, the good, the 
bad and the ugly, the joys and the 
struggles. Part of that offering over 
this last year has been pain. 

What difference does Easter make to 
us in this? We know that God under-
stands suffering, for he suffered on 

Happy Easter! 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen  
indeed, Alleluia! 
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the cross. And while I do not want to 
minimise the suffering that we are all 

feeling, I do take comfort both in 
Christ understanding suffering and 
the fact that it was not the end of the 

story for him and it isn’t the end of 
the story for us either. The Resurrec-
tion gives us hope that transcends our 

circumstances; we are part of a great-
er story all about love and beauty and 

truth overcoming everything else. It 
was true for Christ and it is true for 
us too. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He 

is risen indeed, alleluia! 

Lesley Crawley 

The Easter drama will be on the website, YouTube and on social media each 
day during Holy Week. See https://badshotleaandhale.org/ 
 
There will be Holy Week services in church as follows: 
Maundy Thursday, April 1: 
Services at St John’s and St George’s at 7.30pm. 
Good Friday, April 2: 
Good Friday Liturgy at St John’s, 9.30am. 
Good Friday all-age service at St Mark’s, 11am. 
Hour at the Cross at St George’s, 2pm. 
 
On Easter Sunday, April 4, join us for Easter services in the churches fol-
lowed by socially-distanced Easter egg hunts! 
St John's at 9.30am; St George’s, 10am; St Mark’s, 11am. 

There will also be the following services online on Facebook and the web-

site: Maundy Thursday 7.30pm; Good Friday 9.30am; Holy Saturday 8pm; 

Easter Sunday 10.30am. Look for the services here: https://

badshotleaandhale.org/online-services/ 

Easter services and drama 

Easter services 

https://badshotleaandhale.org/
https://badshotleaandhale.org/online-services/
https://badshotleaandhale.org/online-services/
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I’m just out of quarantine as I write 
this as a result of contracting Covid in 
early March. The irony was,  I had 
had my first vaccination jab the week 
earlier - alas too late to give me the 
level of immunity needed, but argua-
bly it helped me with slightly less se-
vere symptoms. 
 
There has been considerable specula-
tion in the media about the safety of 
the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine - 
(this is the one I had incidentally).  
 
UK scientists have confirmed that it 
does not cause blood clots, some-
thing echoed by Health Secretary, 
Matt Hancock in the Sun newspaper 
recently when he wrote encouraging 
everyone to keep getting the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine.  
 
PM, Boris Johnson is scheduled to 
have his as I write,  and the European 
Medicines Agency has finally also 

confirmed the Oxford/AstraZeneca 
vaccine is safe. So, the EU countries 
who paused their vaccine pro-
grammes can start again in earnest 
with their mass vaccination and catch 
up other countries like the UK. 
 
We should be immensely proud of 
the stance and progress of the vac-
cine roll our programme here, with 
well over 25 million now vaccinated 
(with at least their first jab) at the 
time of writing. Over 50s are now 
able to book their jabs and I urge you 
to not hesitate and get it done when 
offered. 
 
We’ve a long way to go, but with 
spring around the corner we have 
reason to be hopeful and optimistic.  
 
Stay safe and well. 
Best wishes 
 

Jeremy 

Jeremy Hunt 

From your MP 
To vaccinate or not to vaccinate? 
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Prayer 

A prayer for Easter 
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National Day of Reflection 

A time to reflect 
March 23 was National Day of Reflection, a year since the first lockdown began, 
and a time to remember all those who have suffered and all who have lost their 
lives in the past year. 

There were services at all three churches on the Sunday before, and the congrega-
tions lit candles inside the churches and tied yellow ribbons in the churchyards in 
memory of those who had died and in support of the bereaved. 

Then on March 23, we welcomed students from Farnham Heath End School to St 
John’s for an act of reflection. Eight students visited the church on behalf of all stu-
dents in the school, and lit candles and tied ribbons. 

Leo, a year eight student, said: “It is important to remember that this disease has 
claimed so many lives and left so many families distraught. I don’t know if we took 
all the right actions to minimise the loss of life. If this was ever to happen again we 
should remember these times and try to learn from them.” 

Dan Conquer, assistant principal at the school, said: “A year ago we could not have 
comprehended the loss of life on the scale we have seen and so many families 
affected. Our students were very reflective as we all considered the events of the 
past year. Being at the church was a really poignant opportunity to mark that. Our 
thanks go to St John’s for organising this event.” 
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APCM 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM) will take place on April 25 be-
tween 3pm and 4pm on Zoom. 

If you would like to attend, from the 
comfort of your own home, email 
pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org 
by April 18. 

This month 

Fortnightly on Thursdays 7.30pm-9pm, April 29-June 24 
 
If you have questions about the Christian faith, about 
who - or what - God is, about life after death, science and 
faith, faith and sexuality, anything at all related to faith, 
join Questioning Faith, every other Thursday on Zoom 
from April 29-June 24, 7.30-9.30pm. To find out more, 
contact revd.lesley@badshotleaandhale.org 

What's your calling?  
Tuesdays 7.30pm-9pm, starting April 20 for five weeks. 

 
Vocations are not just about ordination! Each of us will have God’s call on 
our lives, and for each of us it will be different. This course will look at your 
spiritual gifts, your passions and your personal style, as it is out of these that 
your calling is likely to come. revd.alan@badshotleaandhale.org to find out 
more.  

Questioning Faith 

mailto:pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:revd.lesley@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:revd.alan@badshotleaandhale.org
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The Great Board Game Quiz  
 

Saturday, April 10, 7pm on Zoom.  
 

A brilliant way to have fun and raise parish funds.  
 

Contact admin@badshotleaandhale.org or 
07842761919 for details of joining in. 

mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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Fundraising 

Virtual end-to-end for the parish 
and Alzheimer’s Society 

Paul Eggleton (Stella’s husband) is 
cycling from John O’Groats to Land’s 
End to raise money for both the par-
ish and Alzheimer’s Society, but 
without leaving his house 

His journey will be a virtual one on 

his exercise bike, ‘travelling’ about 

20 km a day, so the 1,550km route 

will take him approximately 10 

weeks. He begins his journey on 

Thursday, April 1. 

Paul has set up a fundraising page 
and will divide all the money raised 
between Alzheimer’s Society and 
the fund for restoring the tower at 
St John’s. 

To make a donation,  
visit www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/paul-eggleton-1 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/paul-eggleton-1
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/paul-eggleton-1
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/paul-eggleton-1
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Five-year plan 

The future of the parish 

The PCC (the governing body of 
the Parish) has been looking at 
how we can give the Parish a se-
cure future, creating sustainability 
both in our finances and in the 
numbers of adults and children 
who are part of our churches.  

We wish to offer light, hope and 
peace in our communities, and 
churches have been doing this for 
generations. It is incumbent on us 
in our generation that we continue 
to serve in this way. 

We have therefore developed a 
five-year plan with three ele-
ments: 
 

1. Outreach 
Unless people know about us and 
connect with us, we will become 
increasingly irrelevant and shrink. 
We need to be part of our commu-
nity, working for justice and serv-
ing the needs of the community. 
We need to take seriously the digi-

tal age that we live in and the pow-
er of social media for communi-
cating our message. We need con-
gregations that are growing both 
in numbers and depth of faith. 

2. Youth 
The Church of England has done a 
very poor job of engaging with 
young people over several decades 
and the legacy of this is clear to 
see – young people completely 
uninterested in the church, and 
their parents also unfamiliar with 
the story of hope that we offer. 
We know that most people be-
come Christians when they are still 
children; if we miss the opportuni-
ty to engage with people when 
they are young we may never get 
another opportunity. 

3. Finance  
Without a good financial underpin-
ning then we cannot do ministry. 
 

Lesley Crawley outlines plans to how we can serve 
our community better as a sustainable parish 
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Youth engagement - time to see the world through young eyes. 

The five-year plan has been broken 
down into yearly targets and they 
are as follows: 

Outreach Objectives 
1. Have 22 outreach events this 
year and reach 7,200 people.  
Some of these need to be online, 
such as the Farnham Lockdown Po-
etry Festival, others will hopefully 
be in person such as the Farnham 
Festival of Remembrance. 

2. Grow partnerships with local 
clubs and schools.  
If the lockdown has taught us any-
thing as a community, it is that we 
can achieve so much more togeth-

er. We have six schools in our par-
ish, lots of nurseries, uniformed or-
ganisations and groups serving old-
er people. We want to form part-
nerships with many more of these 
groups and strengthen the links we 
already have. 

3. Grow our online presence up 
from 945 followers on six platforms 
to 1158 followers.  
Everyone on social media can help 
with this – please find our posts on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook 
and like them and share them as 
often as you can. 

A five-year plan 

Continued on page 18 
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Five-year plan 

 

4. Increase our physical congrega-
tion numbers up from a Sunday av-
erage of 100 to 115 over this year: 
St Mark’s 35, St John’s 40, St 
George’s 40.  
Again, we can all help with this – 
pray for your neighbours and friends 
and ask them along to special events 
and services.  

In addition, we will run introduction 
to Christianity courses each term, 
find better ways of using people’s 
gifts to integrate them into church 
and offer baptism and wedding fami-
lies the opportunity to find out more 
about the church and do readings 
etc in church. We will give personal 
invitations to special services and 
give welcome packs to the residents 
of new estates. 

5. Grow our active parishioner  
engagement from 150 to 230: St 
Mark’s 70, St John’s 80, St George’s 
80.  
Each church has a number of people 
who like to be involved but come 
less frequently – we want to encour-
age this and grow this number. In 
particular, people are willing to gen-
erously help us as a church by using 
their talents, whether it is gardening 
or flower-arranging or youth-

mentoring. To encourage this more 
we want to run a vocation course 
and also do Natural Church Develop-
ment – a program to help us be a 
healthier church. 
 

Youth Objectives 
1. Create an open access youth fa-
cility at St John’s.  
St John’s is very close to two of the 
three secondary schools in Farnham. 
We wish to work with a well respect-
ed youthwork provider, Relational 
Hub, to facilitate this work. We need 
to clear the North Aisle at St John’s 
of pews to enable this work and get 
funding to employ a youth worker. 
Then we need to safely recruit vol-
unteer youth workers to facilitate 
this. 

2. Offer support to more vulnerable 
children and youth increasing by 10 
year on year.  
Currently we are supporting youth 
through a mentoring scheme that 
we run at Farnham Heath End 
School. We aim to restart this and 
recruit more mentors so we can sup-
port more young people. 

3. Increase our physical youth con-
gregation numbers from 10 to 20 in 
each church.  
We aim to do this by restarting Little 
Bees Toddler group and strengthen-

Continued from page 17 
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ing the links with the church, also by 
strengthening the links between the 
church and families who bring their 
children for baptism. We also wish to 
have ‘plant a bulb’ services where 
local school children can be involved 
in planting bulbs to make our 
churchyards even more beautiful. 

4. Develop faith opportunities for 
children and youth from 50 to 75.  
We aim to restart Adventurers, we 
have had a Families Lent Group, and 
we aim to work with the LGBTQI+ 
youth community in the town. 

5. Establish engagement with a 
greater number of children and 
youth from 2100 to 2325.  
We are aiming to set up a youth 
choir and a youth band in North 
Farnham, working with the two sec-
ondary schools and UCA. We will run 
a stall at the Freshers event at UCA. 
We will offer Christingle Services to 
the local nurseries. 

Finance Objectives: 
It costs us £50,000 per church per 
year. Much of this comes from sacri-
ficial giving on the part of the mem-
bers of the church. However, we 
must also be creative in how we use 
our buildings to meet the costs that 
we have, this requires careful finan-
cial planning and creativity too. Over 

the last few weeks, decluttering has 
happened in all three churches to 
release rooms to be hired that were 
simply used to store clutter previous-
ly. There are sacrifices involved in 
this too, but our financial position is 
such that we cannot be precious.  

Below are our financial objectives 
for the next year:  
Ensure the PCC has all the infor-
mation needed to make financial de-
cisions; 
Increase sponsorship from £0 to 
£3,000 per annum; 
Increase giving 6% per annum; 
Increase hiring of buildings/assets by 
12% per annum; 
Establish new projects to bring in 
income (community fundraising in-
crease £1,000 per annum); 
Increase fundraising 5% per annum; 
Increase advertising revenue by 
£3,000 per annum; 
Increase revenue from Occasional 
Offices by 5% per annum; 
Reduce Operating Costs by 1% per 
annum. 

Conclusion. 
There is much work to be done to 
meet our targets and to be a healthy 
church, able to serve our communi-
ties. If you can help please get in 
touch with me – 01252 820537 or 
revd.lesley@badshotleaandhale.org  

mailto:revd.lesley@badshotleaandhale.org
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The Easter Bunny 

The Easter Bunny and her family are on the move around the parish, heading for 

church on Easter Sunday.  

There are five of them - Big-Sister-Who-Knows-A-Lot Bunny, A-Bit-Of-A-Worrier 

Bunny, Quite-Small Bunny, Smallest-Bunny-Of-All and the Easter Bunny herself.  

Each day they are appearing in a different place in the parish. They went to St 

John’s Church on Palm Sunday and have also been seen playing in the playground 

and resting in the park. The Easter Bunny has also been seen looking frantically for 

a chocolate chicken. 

You can follow their adventures on Twitter (@B_Lea_and_Hale) Instagram 

(badshotlea_hale) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/badshotleaandhale) as well 

as on the website - www.badshotleaandhale.org. Please like and share the posts 

about them. 

And if you like these bunnies, you can find more of them and beautiful hand-

knitted blankets from Rene’s Blankets on Facebook, with money going to support 

the Food Parcels Project in Ash Vale.  

Bunnies on the move 

https://twitter.com/B_Lea_and_Hale
https://www.instagram.com/badshotlea_hale/
https://www.facebook.com/badshotleaandhale
https://badshotleaandhale.org/2021/03/26/and-theyre-off
http://www.facebook.com/RenesBlankets
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Poetry 

Lockdown poetry 

Adults 

Winner 

Two Lockdowns A Lifetime Apart 

The Second World War began when I was just four 
The Coventry Blitz was like a firestorm from hell 
Later that week I burst into tears when I saw 
My toy shop Owen Owen was a burnt out shell  

Rationing, conscription and lights blackened at 
night 
This was a long lockdown lasting almost six years  
Countless houses and buildings laid waste was our 
plight 
Near half a million deaths left many in tears 

Seventy-five years later in twenty-twenty 
Few people can claim they saw what was now 
coming  
A virus takes hold to disrupt years of plenty 
As it spreads round the world the I-phones are 
humming 

This invisible virus now needed a plan 
The instinct in shock is to gather together 
But to widespread dismay a new lockdown began 
Keep two metres apart at all times wherever 

With deaths quickly rising and restrictions imposed 
Stay at home, avoid friends and even relations  
All but food shops were shuttered and schools were 
all closed 
Wedding parties were banned and all celebrations 

I worry my age group holds the country in thrall 
We are lucky to have lived so long to this age 
It is we who must be careful and should now call 
For the economy to be let out of its cage 

Being twice locked down it is all but in tatters 
The outlook for young people is truly blighted 
Surely for their sakes alone all that now matters 
Is that their futures be quickly reignited 

 

John Littlewood 

Runner up 

Love Your Neighbour As Yourself 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
through screen or window, darkly. 
Muffled, crackled, frozen. ‘Help!’ 
‘Can you hear me?’ Hardly. 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
through greying hair and slowing hours. 
Dull repetition, same old heft, 
grace of God in breeze or showers. 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
but what means as and how fares Self? 
We are God’s hands but when My Self, 
when love poured out soon threatens Self? 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
when sacrifice is hellish hard. 
Exhaustion beckons, ‘Pain! Now quell!’ 
and chaos reigns in your backyard. 

Thank you to everyone who entered the Farnham Lockdown Poetry Festival. We 
had 57 entries from adults and children alike, with ages ranging from seven to well 
over 70, and lots of strong feelings about the struggles of lockdown, but also the 
togetherness and the hope that people have found, despite all the difficulties.  

You can download a copy of all the poems via our website, or we can send you a 
printed version for £6 to cover the costs of printing and postage. 

It was almost impossible to choose between the poems, but a decision was finally 
made and the Mayor of Farnham announced the winners in a video on our website. 

The winning entries were: 

https://badshotleaandhale.org/2021/03/13/the-farnham-lockdown-poetry-festival-2/
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Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
wash the bodies, dig the graves. 
Tender care the greatest wealth, 
tears of love for all they gave. 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
desist from posting online hate. 
Don’t bully, scam or hurt by stealth, 
or suicide might be their fate. 

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself, 
when home-penned folk cry out in pain. 
When tempers flare, without behest, 
‘When will we see our friends again?’ 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
when out of work graph rises steep. 
Everyone needs better, best, 
for damaged mental health wounds, deep. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
vaccines roll out to the people. 
Schools return and wedding guests, 
bells will ring from tower or steeple. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
pubs reopen, shops restock. 
Meet with friends and family, ‘Yes!!’, 
hugs, kisses, treats, as doors unlock. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
when loved ones’ deaths have maimed you. 
Remember humour, chuckling chest, 
tearful teas and talk refold you. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
Please keep the distance, wear the mask. 
Do take the vaccine, take the test, 
washing hands not much to ask. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
make time to think and time to rest. 
Properly to think ‘No stress!’ 
how love of Self confers the best. 

Love Yourself as Neighbour, Blessed, 
clamouring calls you can resist. 
Your self-care struggle now confessed, 
put Your needs first in To Do list. 

Wendy Edwards 

 

 

Children: 

Winner 

A Lockdown Poem 
Schools have closed 
Working from home 
Missing family and friends 
Will this ever end? 
Doing lots of calls 
Kitchens into school 
Whether it’s computer or phone 
Everything happened at home 
Clapping for heroes 
Rainbows on the windows 
Watching the news 
Feeling confused 
People staying in 
Why is that a thing? 
Having lots of bubbles 
Missing lots of cuddles 
Staying with your household 
If it’s hot or cold 
Lots of things have stopped 
Many bubbles have popped 
But we’re staying safe at home 
And are never really alone. 

Matilda Bowden (9) 

 
Runner-up 

 

Coronavirus 
Coronavirus has wrecked all of our lives 
Oh how I wish I could punch it 
Rage takes over me and I cannot control it 
On the inside I have pain 
Now is the time we fight 
Anger is the only feeling I can feel 
Vans with deliveries come by, wishing us luck 
I had covid and I don’t want it to come back     
Run, for covid is here 
Understand me please I can’t take this pain any-
more 
Stand with me, we will defeat it together 

Elsie Howard (8) 
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Pamela Marsham 

P amela Marsham is stepping down 
from leading the St John’s choir after 

11  years and we would like to extend our 
massive thanks to her for her dedicated 
work. 

Pamela stepped up to lead the choir after 
first the late Bea Daniels moved away, 
and then her successor Rosie Horner left. 
“I was the only one with the suitable 
qualifications,” says Pamela. “I was grade 
seven or eight on the piano and also 
played the organ, and I had led a chil-
dren’s choir when I was teaching. But I 
hadn’t led an adult choir before and it’s a 
slightly different ball game. You can’t say 
‘sit down and be quiet’!”  

In fact, if she ever did slip into teacher 
mode she was gently teased by the choir 
members. 

Pamela also noticed differences in teach-
ing adults to read music and to sing cor-
rectly. “With children I would sing to 
them and they would sing back to me, 
but I could be more pernickety with 
adults. I often found that they had mis-
learned things over the years so they had 
to relearn. Often when you hear a hymn 
you hear the overall sound and so you 
might try to sing a part which isn’t actual-
ly part of the melody. I had to teach choir 
members to differentiate between parts.” 

The choir members responded with alac-

Some musical notes of 
thanks to Pamela 

rity. “They worked very hard,” says Pamela, 
“and I am incredibly grateful to them as I 
couldn’t have done anything without them. 
They became much more confident as a 
group.” 

There have been real highlights over the 
years and among Pamela’s favourite occa-
sions have been the Christmas carol ser-
vices. “Some of the singing has been won-
derful. I was so proud of them.” 

The past year has been a challenge as Pam-
ela and the other singers have had to learn 
how to sing online. “It’s been a new chal-
lenge because we are each singing on our 
own and don’t have the other voices 
around us. It makes you really listen to 
what is being played.” 

As we move towards the end of lockdown 
Pamela has decided it is time to take a step 
back and do other things – though we can’t 
imagine she will give up singing. Margaret 
Emberson will start leading a whole-parish 
choir and rehearsals will begin as soon as is 
permitted and safe this summer. 

Meanwhile, Pamela wants to express her 
heartfelt thanks again to the St John’s choir 
for all their hard work and dedication, and 
for the beautiful bunch of flowers she was 
given when she announced that she was 
stepping down. 

Thank you Pamela, for all you have done. 
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THE HALE COTTAGE 
TRUST 

 

Are you sick, convalescent,  
disabled, or infirm? 

 

The above Trust is able to assist  
residents of the Parish of Hale with  

Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying 
for medical prescriptions, fuel  

and necessities. 
 

APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM  

 

Mr. Jonathan Draper 
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors) 

 

Low House 
Wellington St 

ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ 
01252 727374 

 

MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT 
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL 

Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with  
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within 
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities. 

Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439 
or email sukieb@btinternet.com 
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Home groups 
 

What the heck is a ‘Home Group’? Turn 
the clock back a good few years and my 
only idea was it was it definitely wasn’t 
something for me. Surely a ‘Home 
Group’ (aka, Bible Study, small group, 
study group, cell church – even Lent 
Group) was full of very holy, serious 
people, who actually knew where things 
were in the Bible and had been going to 
Church for ever, prayed regularly and 
knew all the answers and who would tell 
me I just had to ‘Have Faith’. Without 
doubt they would find out I was a fraud 
and only went to church because it was a 
good place to take my kids on wet Sun-
day mornings. There was no way I was 
going join any ‘small group’. 

So what changed? I now enthuse about 
small groups any chance I have. I even 
lead one.  

First, let me dismiss all of that absolute 
rubbish about the perception of what a 

‘Home Group’ consists of. I have never 
been to one which was full of ‘serious’ 
people. Honestly, we spend a lot of time 
laughing. Not everyone prays regularly, 
not everyone believes everything, or even 
the same things. There are people in 
groups who are very new to church and 
some who have been going to church all 
of their lives but still have questions. 
Even in the early days no-one accused 
me of being a fraud and never did they 
dismiss my questions. 

I’ve now been to lots of groups over the 
years. Weirdly they are all different – 
probably because they have consisted of 
different people and had different 
themes. I’ve loved some, felt challenged 
by others, but every time I have met and 
become closer to the people in that 
group. The only similarity is that they all 
consisted of people who are trying to get 
closer to God. 

When I started to go to church I didn’t 
really get to know people. I didn’t know 
everyone’s name, I didn’t know where 
people lived or much about their lives. It 
was a long time until I felt that I wasn’t a 
visitor. I think it was belonging to groups 
that changed that.  

I had been on the PCC for a while before 
I ever ventured into a ‘Home Group’. I 
was a busy mum with a full-time job and 
time was very precious. Then the PCC 
had a visiting speaker and an initiative 
called ‘Forward with God’ was launched. 
PCC members were ‘encouraged’ to go 

In praise of home groups 

Continued on page 28 
Groups are where friendships are made 
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DAVE FITCHETT 
 

PAINTING  
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK 

WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING 
ETC. 

 

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM 
SURREY GU9 9RF 

07754 775844 

 

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S 
 

‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’ 
 

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist 
 

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP 
Tel: 01252 323673 

 

Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it. 
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails. 

Verruca treatment 

Home visits arranged with pleasure 

 

Graham Neves 

 

 

Painting and Decorating 

Interior  
And 

Exterior 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES 

 
Tel:  

01252 345235 
or 

07919 857095 
 

 
Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints  

and muscles 

Back on Track 
Chiropractic Clinic 

Tel: 01252 781133 
 

1, Waverley Lane, 
Farnham GU9 8BB 

 

Sukie Brockman 
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member of the British Chiropractic 
Association. GCC Registered. 

 

www.back-on-track.biz 

Relieving stress and tension 
calming and relaxing 
AROMATHERAPY  

treatments 
Deep Tissue, Swedish,  

Pregnancy, Indian Head,  
Hot Lava Stone Massage  

and REIKI 
 

PAT FRAMPTON 
ITEC Dip Aroma, CThA 

BABTAC member, EMBODY Reg  
 

Tel : 01252 725399  
 

Deep Dene, Wood Road, 
Upper Hale, Farnham, GU9 0PQ  

www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham 
 

http://www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham
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to one of the groups which were set up to 
follow the course.  

I found I enjoyed it and got to know the 
people involved and was sad when the 
course ended. I think that there were about 
six groups and at the end of the course 
only one continued – not the one to which 
I had been going. I found I really missed it 
so I took a deep breath and joined the one 
that was continuing – and I can honestly 
say it was one of the best things I ever did. 

To me being in a small group is church. 
Groups are inclusive, welcoming and ea-
ger to grow. Somehow, belonging makes 
you want to do more for God and become 
closer to the person you are intended to be. 

The people in the group form relationships 
because we share our thoughts and learn 
together. Over the years, my faith has 
grown and my relationship with God has 
deepened.  

Through home groups, I have made real 
friends – people I can rely on, people I 
trust absolutely, people who help out, peo-
ple I can cry with and have lots of laughs 
with; they are my ‘go to people’ and yet 
they are always so welcoming to anyone 
new. 

At the moment, groups are continuing on 
Zoom. I really look forward to when we 
can gather again in person. We’ll advertise 
when that is happening. Why not give it a 
try? 

Maxine Everitt 

In praise of home groups 
Continued from page 26 

The importance of social media 
Melisa Davies (pictured 

right), who goes to St 

John’s, has been look-

ing at our social media 

channels and what we 

can do to improve 

them.  

Melisa works for a com-

pany just outside Guild-

ford called Echo Research. “We analyse 

media coverage to help companies under-

stand how they are perceived by the 

press and what is being said about them 

on social media. By analysing coverage we 

can help companies demonstrate the 

effectiveness of their communications 

and public relations activities as well as un-

derstand and manage their reputation.   

“I have been working with Lesley and Stella 

looking at the churches’ social media chan-

nels to see which posts are capturing peo-

ple’s attention. The more people engage 

with our social media posts, the more wide-

spread the Churches’ profiles will be.   

“When you see a post on Facebook, Twitter 

or Instagram, please do click ‘like’, share, 

retweet or comment on the posts and help 

us spread the word. 

 

Melisa is married to Colin and they have  

sons, Elliot aged 14 and Gabriel who is 12. 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THORNE LEGGETT 

 
Independent Family  
Funeral Directors 

 
FARNHAM 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,  
GU10 4PR 

01252 715520 
BORDON / WHITEHILL 

1 Petersfield Road,  
Whitehill, GU35 9AR 

01420 488896 
 

Friendly 24 hour assistance from 
Geoffrey Thorne  

M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D. 
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D 

Jobs for Dave 
PAINTING 

GARDENING 
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS 

PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF 
LARGE ITEMS 

MANUAL LABOUR 
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS 

EVENT HELP 
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING 

MOVING HOUSE HELP 

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com 
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave 

Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051 

Advertise your business here and reach 
1,000s of readers in the area. 
For details and prices contact  

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

editor@badshotleaandhale.org 
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Hale Community Centre 

The Hale Community Centre Fridge 
and Cupboard has continued to open 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri 
days,10am-12pm, and, as well as 
helping to reduce food waste, we 
know this has been a support to 
many in a difficult period.  

One visitor says “It was a lifeline for 
me when I needed it the most: when 
the money was scarce and I could 
barely make ends meet, they really 
saved me and gave me hope”. 

At the community fridge we’ve been 
busy offering a hot meal takeaway – 
initially once a fortnight when lock-
down began but more recently on a 
weekly basis. This has been to sup-
port families who have been juggling 
many commitments – parenting, 
home-schooling, working etc. The 
meals have been very well received 
and we’ve cooked for up to 80 peo-

ple each time, using ingredients from 
our fridge and cupboard where we 
can. 

The first week of March was Food 
Waste Action Week – a new initia-
tive from WRAP to raise awareness 
about the impact of food waste on 
the environment. Over the week we 
shared on Facebook facts and tips 
from lovefoodhatewaste.com all 
about food waste and how to help 
reduce our own food waste.  

If you missed these at the time we’d 
recommend you take a look at Hale 
Community Fridge & Cupboard  
Facebook page for some great ideas. 

 Katie Burnhams 
Community Fridge & Cupboard 

Take a look in the fridge, 
check the cupboard 

http://lovefoodhatewaste.com
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Swap Shop 

Swap Shop is a community store of free-to-borrow activities and equipment 
to help keep you busy and active. The store is open to all. 
 
Where is the Swap Shop? 
The Nursery building behind the Hale Community Centre, 130 Upper Hale 
Road, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 0JH. The Swap Shop is run by volunteers and 
we are open on Fridays, between 12.30pm and 2.30pm. 
 
How to donate items 
Once out of lockdown, donations will be welcome and can be dropped at 
the Nursery Building Hale Community Centre. 
 
Suggested donations include puzzles and board games, books, musical in-
struments, garden games, sheet music, craft items, DVDs, toys. 
 
Donated items should be clean, quality objects in good condition and work-
ing order. Donated items are quarantined for 72 hours. 
  

Swap Shop! 
Come and borrow from the Swap Shop. 
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Church Registers 

From the Church Registers 

Funerals  
We commend to God those whose funerals have recently taken 

place: 

1st March at Aldershot Crematorium: 
 Brian Wilfred Thomas Oakwill Geary. 
 
5th March at Aldershot Crematorium: 
 Barbara Ann Austen. 
 
26th March at Aldershot Crematorium: 
 Florence Emily Barnett. 
  
30th March at Guildford Crematorium: 
 Violet Elsie Harrison. 
 
 

Burials of  Ashes  
We also commend to God those whose ashes have recently been 

buried: 

18th March at St John’s Church: 
 George William Lloyd and Jean Mary Lloyd. 
 

19th March at St John’s Church: 

 Barbara Valerie Anne Lake. 
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One call does it all… 
 

Domestic Services 
Regular & Spring Cleaning 

Ironing 

Gardening 

Odd jobs & repairs 
 

Lifestyle Management 
Waiting in for tradesmen 

PA Support 

Researching Best Buys 

One-off Projects 
 

Call Joan on 01252 612033 
or visit our website www.phonejoan.co.uk 

PhoneJoan 
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The Church Cat 

Of bunnies and bicycles 

T here have been disturbing events 
in my home. For a start there have 

been bunnies.  

I am not a fan of bunnies, or to give 
them their real name, Oryctolagus cu-
niculus. We once had some to stay 
while their owners were away, and 
they were bigger and cleverer than I or 
my humans expected. They learned 
good places to hide and wouldn’t 
come out unless there was decent 
food on offer. It was entertaining see-
ing my humans panic about losing 
their friends’ livestock, and I was sorry 
when the rabbits did finally emerge. 

The current bunnies are small and 
woolly and I’m told they are linked 
with Easter in some way, and that they 
are being photographed at the church-
es, but I just find them annoying, espe-
cially when my humans want to photo-
graph me with them. How degrading. 

Then there is a lot of exercise going on. 
One of my humans is pretending to cy-
cle from the top of Scotland to the 
bottom of England, but all he has is a 
bicycle which doesn’t move. And he 
throws me out of the bedroom when he 
is ‘cycling’. Of course, that may be for 
other reasons, but I wasn’t responsible 
for mistaking the bed for a litter tray, 
honest. That must have been a lesser 
cat. 

Exercise, like bunnies, is something I 
can’t see the point of. Then I heard on 
the radio today that humans should en-
courage cats to exercise as it will stop us 
hunting. I’ll tell you what will stop us 
hunting - give us some decent food! 

Anyway, apparently this human of mine 
is raising money by this weird non-
cycling cycling and some of that money 
is going to the church. Guess you’d 
better sponsor him then (see page 15)  
I mean, I assume that all 
money raised goes to feed 
me. I am the Church Cat, 
after all. 

 

PS. If you wonder where the ordinand is 
and why she isn’t musing, she’s a bit 
busy with Easter. I told her to save her-
self time and not bother to photograph 
those bunnies but would she listen? 
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Hire our buildings 

Hire our buildings 
If you run a group or class, want 
to hold a meeting, run a nursery 
or play group, or are looking for a 
studio, our buildings are for hire. 
We have three churches with 
rooms suitable for anything from 
large classes and conferences to 
small one-to-one sessions. 
 
They are Covid-secure and ready 
now. Competitive rates.  
 
Come and have a look.  
 
To arrange to view them, contact 
Stella Wiseman, 07842761919, or 
email  
bookings@badshotleaandhale. 
org 


