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From the Ministry Team

How Easter can
change us
The resurrection can free us from the
need to lie about our frailties
We are approaching the feast of
Easter when we remember and celebrate Jesus’ death on Good Friday
and resurrection on Easter Sunday.
At Yom Kippur – the Jewish Day of
Atonement – the Jews of Jesus time
would place all their sins on a goat,
which would be sent away into the
wilderness – the original scapegoat.
This is one of the images used in
Jesus atonement for us – that he took
on our sins, and bore them for us
once and for all, and thus removed
the need for animal sacrifice.

blame that separation; blaming the
scapegoat then brings the factions
together – at the expense of the
scapegoat.

Rene Girard developed a theory of
scapegoating which says that as society divides into factions we need
to find a scapegoat on whom we can

Jesus life showed us how to live a
4

good life. His death was an example
of scapegoating – at a crude level the
Romans and the Jews were in conflict, and their leaders, by joining together to kill Jesus resolved at least
some of that conflict – both were
able to blame someone else (of
course it didn’t last).

Recognising that we are capable of
scapegoating the innocent other
might help to make us kinder in the
world, and open to the idea that
‘accepting our essential smallness
and embracing it frees us from the
need to lie, even to ourselves, about
our frailties. More than that, it liberates us to respect, revere and deal
gently with others who have been
unfortunate enough to have their own
smallnesses come obscenely to light’
– Joan Chittister.
Alan

However, God’s resurrection of Jesus
destroys the lie of his scapegoating
(among many other things) and in so
doing forces those who acknowledge
it to face up to their own part in the
scapegoating.

Lent and Easter

Lent groups
It’s not too late to join a Lent group. They are taking place on Zoom on Tuesdays at 2.30-4pm, Wednesdays at 7.30-9pm and Sundays at 1.30-2.30pm, especially for families. Please contact Alan on 01252 820537 or
revd.alan@badshotleaandhale.org to tell him you are interested

Easter drama
Watch out for the Easter drama which will
be online during Holy Week, telling the story of Jesus’ last days on earth, his crucifixion, and burial, and then his resurrection on
the first Easter Sunday.
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Jeremy Hunt

From your MP
Spring is in the air and so is hope

W

ith not only the weather
warming up as I write
this and the prospect of
spring and longer days nearly upon
us, it is also even more heartening
that the Prime Minister has set out his
roadmap for life after lockdown.

The vaccination programme too has
been a huge success and we should be
justly proud of what has been
achieved in rolling it out. Over 17.5
million people (as of February 22
have now had a least their first jab
which is fantastic. This will help to
ensure the spread of the virus is minimised, giving our great nation the
chance to recover from the pandemic.

Schools returning in early March,
care home residents able to have one
visitor and later in the month, the opportunity for two families or six people to meet again outside. This will be
a huge relief for so many after a dark
(often wet) winter - which seemed to
drag for some people.

Stay safe everyone. We’ve still got a
way to go...but we’re making great
strides and have every reason to be
positive and optimistic.
Roll on spring!

So, too, at the end of March, we will
see a return to outdoor sports
like tennis, golf and team sports.

Best wishes

Jeremy

PS: On a different topic entirely, I
would like to thank all those who
have kindly sent me your best wishes
after I slipped on the ice and broke
my arm. After an operation, I am now
on the road to recovery and won't be
running on ice any time soon!

Human contact; it is so important as
we know and this latest lockdown has
been especially hard on those who are
shielding, frail or live on their own.
These changes will undoubtedly help
people’s mental health as we start to
recover from an unprecedented, very
very difficult year.
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Prayer

A prayer for March

Prayer and picture by Lesley Shatwell. Picture: Loch Ossian, Scotland, September 15, 2007.
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This month

Mothering Sunday
This year, Mothering Sunday is on March 14 and we will be celebrating on
line and in church. There will be services in all three churches - please join
us to celebrate and give thanks for mothers, grandmothers and other great
women who have influenced and inspired us. We will be giving out flowers
(Covid-secure of course) and the services will be suitable for all ages. They
are at 9.30am at St John’s, 10am at St George’s and 11am at St Mark’s/
We will also have online services and would like your help with our all-age
online morning service. If you or someone in your family, has had a baby
during lockdown, we’d love to include a picture of the baby in our service.
Please send a photo of your little one to Alan Crawley via email
- revd.alan@badshotleaandhale.org. And if you have young children we’d
like to include short videos of them saying ‘I love you Mummy’ or similar.
Please send videos to Alan at the email address above.
There will also be an online service for people for whom Mothering Sunday
isn’t the easiest day. There are a lot of us in that category, particularly this
year when many have lost mothers, grandmothers, children and other loved
family and friends, so this will be a quiet, meditative service.
Watch out for posters and notices with all the details.

Also, last Mothering Sunday was the first week we could not be in church
because of Covid. What a year!

Prayer
If you value a quiet time of prayer, join our weekly sessions on Zoom on Thursday evenings at 8.30pm for
around 45 minutes. We follow a simple liturgy based
on prayers by Jim Cotter, Anglican priest, retreat leader
and liturgist, and part way through we spend 20
minutes in silent reflection and prayer. If you would like the Zoom link,
please let Stella Wiseman know: admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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All things floral

Welcome Florescence
We are delighted to welcome Florescence Florist who have set up home at
St Mark’s. You can find Elise Ciampaglia, a multi-award-winning florist, in
the Corrigan Room downstairs where she now has her workshop.
Elise has long experience of floristry, particularly for weddings and is taking bookings now with Zoom consultations, but she does flowers for all
occasions including sending out flowers on subscription with videos explaining how to arrange them to look their best. She is really looking forward to getting involved with the Farnham Flower Festival later this year.

Thank you
Squire’s!
A massive thank-you to
Squire’s Badshot Lea,
for these lovely bedding
plants which have been
donated for St George’s
churchyard to cheer us
up. Kris and Maxine
have just planted them
and we look forward to a
colourful spring!
13

Church news

New tree ensures vandals
don’t get the last word
A generous donation of a tree in
memory of two much-loved parishioners of St Mark’s Church, Upper
Hale, has replaced one cut down by
vandals in January.
The new tree was donated by Farnham woman Maryanne Ryan and
was planted in the pouring rain by
churchwarden Bob Shatwell.
Bob Shatwell said: “When I got to
the church on January 22 and saw
what had happened I was both horrified and saddened by this demonstration of mindless vandalism of the
flowering cherry planted a few years
ago in memory of a parishioner’s
parents. When it blossomed in
springtime, it was a beautiful tree
but it had been neatly sawn off level
with its supporting stake. We later
found two saws abandoned in the
hedge. I would guess they had been
stolen from a building site and
‘played with’ in our churchyard before the miscreants got bored with
them.

“We publicised this on Facebook.
People rallied round and Maryanne
Ryan offered to pay for a new sapling. We planted this in the pouring
rain, a few metres from the despoiled tree.

“If there is any moral I can draw
from this episode , it’s that for every
mindless vandal, there seem to be a
plethora of supporting folk. The old
tree is still there. I have a hope that
something may sprout from the remains of the trunk.”
The original tree was sawed down
sometime around January 21. Anyone who saw anything suspicious or
has any information is asked to contact Surrey Police quoting reference
number 45210007113. This can be
done via webchat on
surrey.police.uk, online on
www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/
ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/, by
calling 101or anonymously via the
independent charity Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.
14

Bob and Lesley Shatwell with the new tree

Lesley’s heroic nomination
Many congratulations to Lesley Crawley whose contribution to both the
church and the wider community has been recognised by her nomination for
a South West Surrey Community Heroes award.
Local MP Jeremy Hunt and the Farnham Herald launched the scheme to
acknowledge those people going above and beyond to help others during
these challenging times.
Jeremy Hunt said: “We have all been humbled by the numerous examples of
people going the extra mile to help people in need during the pandemic. So,
for the first time I decided to join forces with the Herald to recognise our
South West Surrey Community Heroes to show just how much we appreciate their efforts.”
The winners will be announced shortly.
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Schools

After every storm
comes a rainbow
Lockdown 3.0 at Badshot Lea Village Infant School
- a school community sticking together
portant meetings. So, children
logged on to the meeting with their
favourite snacks and discussed the
lovely things that they have been
doing at home.

In these strange and unprecedented
times our school is committed to
sticking together and supporting
our children and their families, not
just with home-learning but with
their wellbeing too.
Our amazing teachers are setting
engaging work for our keyworker
and vulnerable children in school
which is also getting uploaded to
Seesaw (a fantastic classroom app)
for the children at home to access
too. Our children seem to be making the best of the situation and
remain in good spirits according to
our School Council.

Our reception children have been
learning about ‘Pond Life’. One of
our youngest
school councillors (pictured
right) shared: “I
made a poster
saying that you
shouldn’t feed
ducks bread as it
makes them
poorly”.

At the end of January, our School
Council held their first virtual
meeting on Microsoft Teams. At
our normal meetings in school, a
glass of squash and a biscuit is a
must, as it should be in all im-

Some of the other children in our
reception class
have made posters about not dropping litter. You may have seen
16

some posters on the community noticeboard if they have survived the
weather!
Our older children in Key Stage One
have been learning about The Great
Fire of London in their ‘Fire Fire’
topic, and have been learning about
dragons too. We even found some
dragon eggs on the playground in
school which must have been laid
over the Christmas holidays – they
were enormous!
One of our older school councillors
said: “We have been getting our
work from Seesaw and sending it
back in to our teachers. I love seeing what my teacher thinks of the
work that I have been doing at
home!”

Ideas for what to do when it all gets a bit much.

Children across the school have
been having regular Zoom calls to
be able to see their friends and their
teachers. One of our older school
councillors said: “We had a Zoom
where we told jokes to make each
other laugh and another Zoom
where we carried on learning British Sign Language with our teacher.
It is so nice to see my friends on the
screen.”

We know how tough things are at
the moment, and many of our families are juggling home learning with
working from home and other daily
commitments. For this reason, we
have introduced ‘Wellbeing
Wednesday’ to break up the week
for our families and to encourage
some different activities at home
and in school. Our younger children
in their reception year have been
making cards for their friends that
they are missing. Other activities
include learning coping mechanisms
to help with feelings of frustration
which have been useful for our children in Key Stage One.

While it feels very different within
school, it is lovely that our families
and children at home are keeping in
touch and that we can still feel connected despite being apart. We
know that it won’t be forever and
we will all be together again when it
is safe to do so.
After every storm comes a rainbow.
Mrs Sumner
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Our community

Hale Community
Centre

Hale Community Centre is a valuable local resource
which is still helping the area despite Covid
Hale Community Centre/The Bungalow – however you know us, or
don’t know us – would like to wish
you all the best for this year. If you
don’t know us we can be found next
door to Hale Academy; perhaps you
have walked past our community
garden and smiled at the flowers in
the boat?
Last year was our 10th anniversary
and we are looking forward to a time
when we can celebrate that properly
with you all. In normal times we offer a warm welcome and lots of fun
activities for people of all ages to
come and enjoy.

Could you help?

Contrary to popular belief, the centre is not run by the local authority;
Hale Community Centre is a completely independent organisation, a
registered charity. To enable us to
continue to benefit the local community we are dependent on income we
generate from room hire and grant

funding for the projects and services
we offer. The centre is run by a
board of trustees and we are looking
for anyone interested in supporting
the local community and giving everyone a voice to join our board. The
board meets four times a year and
joining could give you a chance to
make a difference to your local community. Please contact us if you are
interested in getting involved
(details on page 15).

Income from hiring our facilities has
obviously taken a major knock while
the bills keep coming in. We are
very grateful for some generous donations from local individuals which
has helped us to continue to provide
some essential services during the
pandemic such as the Community
Fridge. We will be looking at running some fundraising campaigns
this year to help sustain our work so
if you are able to help us with that,
or can donate to our activities,
please do get in touch.
18

Hale Community Centre.

Cathy, the centre manager, and Sue,
the centre administrator, are supported by a dedicated and brilliant team
of volunteers without whom we
would not be able to offer so many
people the support we do; we are so
grateful to all of them. If you have a
few hours spare each week and
would like to be a part of a fantastic
team please contact us on the details
below. We would be delighted to
hear from you.

might help cheer someone up in these
hard times. Look after yourselves, be
kind to others and stay safe.

Contact details:
The Bungalow
130 Upper Hale Road
Farnham
GU9 0JH
halecommunitycentre@gmail.com
01252 722362.

Finally, we would like to ask each of
you reading this magazine if you can
to write some words of support and
kindness or draw a picture for your
neighbours and post it through
someone’s door, either someone you
know or even a random door. It
19
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Our community

Time to go swapping!
Swap Shop at Hale Community Centre (see page 18) is part of the Share
Farnham initiative, encouraging people to share what they have and keep
active, so supporting our mental health.
It’s a community store of free-to-borrow activities and equipment to help
keep you busy and active. Everyone is invited to go along and have a look;
there are books, puzzles and children’s toys as well as crafting items.
Swap Shop is run by volunteers and
is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10am-12pm. It is located in the
old nursery building next to the Hale
Community Centre.
Unfortunately, during lockdown,
Swap Shop is not taking donations
but once the restrictions are lifted
this will change.
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Kitty Milroy

An update on Kitty
Miroy’s murals
At last, we have a date for the first stage
of restoring the Kitty Milroy murals at
St Mark’s. Work will start on April 12
and last for around 10 weeks. This will
stabilise the murals so that they do not
deteriorate further. Then they will be in
a position to be restored once we have
raised the money for that part of the
work.
The paintings continue to attract considerable interest and this month will be
included in a talk by art historian Olive
Maggs on behalf of the Arts & Crafts
Movement of Surrey.
The lecture, which will take place on
Zoom on Wednesday, March 17 at
7.30pm, is entitled Surrey Women Mural artists: Anna Lea Merritt, Mary
Watts & Kitty Milroy.
These three mural artists represent the
19th- and early 20th-century passion for
colourful mural decoration and the rise
of women artists. Anna Lea Merritt
painted murals at St Martin's Church,
Blackheath, Mary Watts painted at the
Watts Chapel, Compton, and Kitty Milroy was, of course, responsible for the
murals at St Mark's. Olive Maggs’s fully illustrated lecture will examine the
differences in their style, techniques

and materials and why their work was
unique.
Olive Maggs BA, MA, PGCE, is an art
historian and lecturer who taught and
examined Art History for many years.
Working on a freelance basis, she has
contributed to the Watts Gallery Adult
Lecture programme on a number of occasions and specialises in the history of
women artists, in particular in the 19th
century. In 2012, she curated an exhibition on Anna Lea Merritt and published
a book on the murals in St Martin's
Church, Blackheath by the same artist.
The cost of a ticket is £10 and includes
a copy of Olive Maggs’s book Anna

Work by Anna Lea Merritt, Mary Watts and
Kitty Milroy
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Lea Merritt’s Murals: Wall Paintings in
a Surrey Church. The book will be posted to you as soon as possible after the
lecture.
Booking is essential and to book tickets, please send an email to Carolyn
Smith cmsatreelhall@btinternet.com
Once you have booked your ticket, you
will be sent the link to access the talk
nearer the time.
We are still searching for more clues
about the people in the Kitty Milroy mu-

rals and in particular are looking for a
drawing which featured in a booklet
about St Mark’s but we don’t know exactly when. If anyone recognises the
drawing left and has a copy – or better
still, knows where the original drawing
is – please let Nick Seversway know via
nick.seversway@outlook.com.
Also, Nick Seversway is really keen to
get hold a copy of the St Mark’s Centenary brochure as in the picture above.
Again, please let him know if you have
one.
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Emily the organ

Emily could be older
than we thought
Sheila Kleiman, a magazine reader
from Canada, has been researching
people from Hale and made an exciting discovery. Our beloved Edwardian organ – Emily – may in fact be Victorian. She ordered a copy of Emily
Mangles’s will and discovered that
when Emily died in 1912, she left the
bulk of her estate to the Bishop of
Winchester, including the organ and
plate from the Hale Convalescent
Home Chapel. So the organ was not
new when it was installed in St
Mark’s.

The poem goes:
Now Daddy the Good, at the top of her
bent,
Kept banging the keys of her new instrument.
The humble disciple sang Tweedledum-dee,
Till simple folk wondered, what can it all
be?
So the organ could be over 120 years
old. Further research is required.

Sheila writes: “The earliest date I have
found for Emily opening the convalescent home (Hale Crescent, Heath End)
was 1888. We have to assume that
the organ was installed sometime
between 1888 and 1912.”
She will be continuing the research
but it makes sense in that in The Hubbub of Poyle – the long, fun poem
about the Mangles family in which
Emily is Daddy the Good – there is a
picture of Emily, dressed as a nun,
playing an organ, with children in the
background (see right). So it seems
that might have been the organ.
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SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL
Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities.
Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439
or email sukieb@btinternet.com

MJP Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

Helpful friendly plumber.
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap
washer to refitting your bathroom.
Servicing to replacing boilers
Just ask, no job too small!
Works with all systems –
heating and plumbing.
Gas Safe registered

Contact Mike on 07768 844276
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com

THE HALE COTTAGE
TRUST
Are you sick, convalescent,
disabled, or infirm?
The above Trust is able to assist
residents of the Parish of Hale with
Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying
for medical prescriptions, fuel
and necessities.
APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM
Mr. Jonathan Draper
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors)
Low House
Wellington St
ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ
01252 727374
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Health and wellbeing
ADVERTORIAL

Greater control over your health
Dear local folks,
How often are we told by experts that if
you’re achy and stiff, well, that’s normal
for someone your age?
Could these experts be the same ones who
have been dishing up the pills that have
side-effects listed as aches and stiffness?
Might there be a correlation? What proportion of these experts’ studies were focused
on what we consume three (or more) times
a day? Spoiler alert – out of a minimum
five years study only about three days will
be spent glancing at nutrition.
I’m quoting from the fascinating podcasts
of Dr Mark Hyman of the Institute for
Functional Medicine. Do have listen to the
Doctor’s Farmacy podcast – it’s so full of
hope, and lays it on the line about glyphosate. So, if you love your pesticides – this
one’s for you (and for nature!).
This is not a rant at allopathic medicine. It
does what it can to alleviate symptoms. But what if
you had greater control to
live a healthier life? And
die young … only much
later!

movement system he brought into being is
a really manageable, low-cost and easy set
of moves that you can learn and then bring
into your day. That’s why I named my
practice ‘Overture Pilates’
(www.overturepilates.uk) because I teach
you how to stretch, strengthen, balance,
reach, concentrate and become supple and
younger. Then it’s ‘Over to YOUR Pilates!’
There is also a spirit of opening in Overture. And, albeit via Zoom, it is a lovely
way to open up to our community, have a
little chat before and after and feel great as
you head about your day!

John
John can be reached on
07780 195848. Classes are
on Zoom on Mondays and
Thursdays 07.15 and
16.00. Two levels: beginners and improvers. Post
lockdown our studio is in
Upper Hale for small
groups and one-to-ones.

I’m a Pilates instructor,
life coach and enthusiast
for looking after ourselves
as nature intended. In this
coming month, and every
month, I am offering classes inspired by Joseph
Pilates’s ‘Contrology’.
Joseph was, himself, a
naturopath – thanks to his
mother. The exercise /

Pictured left: John demonstrates the thread the needle Pilates move
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Relieving stress and tension
calming and relaxing
AROMATHERAPY
treatments

Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints
and muscles

Back on Track

Deep Tissue, Swedish,
Pregnancy, Indian Head,
Hot Lava Stone Massage
and REIKI

Chiropractic Clinic
Tel: 01252 781133
1, Waverley Lane,
Farnham GU9 8BB

PAT FRAMPTON

Sukie Brockman
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN

ITEC Dip Aroma, CThA
BABTAC member, EMBODY Reg

Tel : 01252 725399
Deep Dene, Wood Road,
Upper Hale, Farnham, GU9 0PQ

Member of the British Chiropractic
Association. GCC Registered.

www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham

www.back-on-track.biz

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S
‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’

Tel:
01252 345235
or
07919 857095

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP
Tel: 01252 323673
Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it.
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails.
Verruca treatment

Graham Neves

Home visits arranged with pleasure

Painting and Decorating

DAVE FITCHETT

Interior
And
Exterior

PAINTING
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK
WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING
ETC.

FREE
ESTIMATES

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM
SURREY GU9 9RF
07754 775844

27

28

Advertise your business here and reach
1,000s of readers in the area.
For details and prices contact
Stella Wiseman:
07842 761919
editor@badshotleaandhale.org

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
THORNE LEGGETT
Independent Family
Funeral Directors

FARNHAM
8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,
GU10 4PR
01252 715520
BORDON / WHITEHILL
1 Petersfield Road,
Whitehill, GU35 9AR
01420 488896

Jobs for Dave

PAINTING
GARDENING
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS
PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF
LARGE ITEMS
MANUAL LABOUR
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS
EVENT HELP
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING
MOVING HOUSE HELP

Friendly 24 hour assistance from
Geoffrey Thorne
M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D.
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave
Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051
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Church matters

From the Church Registers
Funerals
We commend to God those whose funerals have recently taken place:

28th January at St John's Church:
Arthur John Varney

Electoral roll
Between March 14 and 28, the parish electoral roll will be revised. If you
wish to be included on the roll, please contact the electoral roll officer who
will send you a form electronically which can be returned by the same
means. The email address to use is: pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org
If you do not have access to email please ask a churchwarden or member of
the clergy who can show you where there are paper forms in each church.
These should be returned to whoever gives you the form.

Breathable masks to give away
Fed up with your glasses steaming up when
you put on a mask? Soda Nova have come
up with breathable masks and have given us
four to give away.
Just email editor@badshotleaandhale.org or
call 07842761919.

And if you buy one of the masks from the Soda Nova website the company
will pass on 10% of the profits to the church.
Find out more here: https://bit.ly/3a4I2qh
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Local people

Behind the names
Sheila Kleiman, who made the discovery about Emily the organ (see
page 24), has been researching the
history of the people whose names
appeared in some brass plaques
found at St Mark’s. We now have a
complete set and will publish them
here.

Also found was a 1911 census:

There were 1934 and 1939 registers:

The first is Albert Robert George
Cox.
Only one person with this name died
in the UK in the October quarter of
1969. Using the Nov 2m 1902 birth
and ‘Albert Robert G Cox’ no records
are found at the General Registry
Office, but an Albert George Cox is.

This baptism record for Hale was
found:

Note: ‘Albert Robert George’ written into
right-hand margin.

Then there is nothing more until his
death was registered in 1969.
In 1939 he is shown as being married
to Caroline Cox. She died in 1988 in
Aldershot. Presumably she paid for
the memorial name plate for her
husband at the church where he was
baptised.
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The Church Cat

#churchcat
I have embraced social media. I have been
lurking on Facebook, hanging around on
Twitter and peering at Instagram.
I have discovered a few things from my
research. The first, and most heartening, is
that social media likes cats. You can spend
hours moving from post to post, video to
video about cats and their many wonders.
Enchanting kittens, clever moggies, unfortunate (and in very poor taste) friendships
between cats and dogs.
The second thing I have found is that people can be very judgemental. It’s only fair
that we cats should judge you – we are
superior after all – but why do humans do
it? They are always getting all bothered
about who did or said what, and why these
people are wrong and they should just
change, and their botheredness is expressed in a way that is just as cross as the
people they are bothered by. Daft I say.
Just chill a bit, take a nap (the cure-all)
and if someone is really bothering you by,
say, not putting decent food in your bowl
at the right time, then give them a hard
stare and turn your back. In extremis you
can bite or scratch them, though humans
seem to object to that. Ah well.

Time for a post-social media nap

open space, small rodents, sand to dig in
(you know what cats are doing when they
dig, don’t you?) and I like cats (obvs), but
Nazis? That’s deeply worrying. The man
wrote that book back in 1975 before even I
was a kitten and I am very old and wise,
but I don’t think the interest has died
down. As I said, people need to chill a bit,
take a nap, and practise hard staring.
I’ve also read on the internet that there is
more land used for golf courses than for
housing. Turns out that it is not absolutely
true, but hey, it does suggest something –
there is still a lot of space left in this country. So, stop moaning about overcrowding
and people you don’t like, and seek out
The Church Cat on social media. I’m on
the Badshot Lea and Hale social media
pages. Look out for #churchcat. You’ll
find all sorts of wisdom from me there.

But there is a lot of fun to be had as a cat
on social media. Did you know about
hashtags? We cats have our own ones. Just
do a search for #catsoftwitter and
#catsofinstagram and all manner of lovely
beings appear. And people ooh and aah
over us. It’s great.
A man once did some research and discovered that the most popular books were
about golf, cats and Nazis. He wrote a
book Golfing for Cats and put a Nazi symbol on it. I like golf courses with all that

Time for a nap.
Purrs
Prayer and photo:
Lesley Shatwell
The Church
Cat
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PhoneJoan
One call does it all…

Domestic Services
Regular & Spring Cleaning
Ironing
Gardening
Odd jobs & repairs

Lifestyle Management
Waiting in for tradesmen
PA Support
Researching Best Buys
One-off Projects
Call Joan on 01252 612033
or visit our website www.phonejoan.co.uk
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An ordinand’s musings

In the chrysalis and other metaphors
I had this idea that, should I ever be
fortunate enough to study at Vicar
School, I would understand more. The
truth behind certain beliefs would become clear. I would know.
Poor fool, as it probably says somewhere in the Bible and certainly does
in Shakespeare’s King Lear.
I do know something more. I know
that the more I study, the more I realise that God is mostly a mystery.
This is not, currently, a comfortable
realisation. Maybe it will become one.
But for now there is little I feel able to
say about God with any certainty and
that is a difficult place to be.
As is often the case, I am not alone.
Many have travelled this path before,
or maybe a series of paths make up the
way of seeking God. There are different descriptions - the Dark Night of
the Soul (St John of the Cross), Perplexity (McLaren), IndividuativeReflective (Fowler - and apparently I
am meant to enter this time of angst in
my 20s and 30s… better late than never), the Journey Inward (Hagberg and
Guelich), the Abyss (Alan and Lesley
Crawley)….
It may be a place many have wandered but it is still dark and perhaps it
is unsurprising that I have reached it at
a time of training for ministry. For the
deeper I delve into trying to understand God the more I realise that the
theology of the church is one which
views God through layers and layers
and layers of interpretation, ideas,
agendas, experiences, cultures. It is not

just a glass, darkly, as St Paul put it in 1
Corinthians 13:12, but glass after glass,
each one obscuring the image of God a
little more.
Another metaphor is pertinent to the
‘formation of ministry’, which is something that is talked about a lot in training for ordination. This metaphor is of a
chrysalis in which is hidden what was
once a caterpillar but what is not yet a
butterfly or moth. Inside the chrysalis
the caterpillar is basically turned into
caterpillar soup and then special groups
of cells start to form the parts needed to
make the adult which will later emerge.
It is a traumatic yet necessary process
and should not be disturbed as this will
prevent the butterfly or moth emerging
fully formed.
I’m somewhere in the chrysalis, wondering which bits of me will form next
and whether I will ever emerge. Some
people don’t ever go into this stage and
frankly I don’t blame them. It would be
easier to stay away from the edge of the
abyss, never to take that journey inward,
to remain a caterpillar. There are some
stunning ones after all.
Stella Wiseman
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Help

Help at hand
There are groups in Farnham ready to give and receive help. You may find
the following useful: Here are some of them:

The Farnham Helpline 01252 745446 is open from 10am until 4pm for anyone who needs help because of Covid – shopping, prescriptions etc.
Also, if you need pastoral support please let a member of the clergy know.
Alan and Lesley can be contacted on 01252 820537 or by emailing:
revd.alan@badshotleaandhale.org or revd.lesley@badshotleaandhale.org
You can also contact the church office: 07842 761919
or admin@badshotleaandhale.org

The NHS Volunteer Responders are active and available to support with
collection of shopping and other essentials in all areas. You can call them
for free on 0808 196 3646.
How can you help the Foodbank? They are generally well stocked up, but
are always short of certain items which they highlight on their website:
farnham.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ They also have posters
of these specific requests at food collections points: Waitrose, Nationwide,
Wine rack on Ridgeway and Co-op in Rowledge.
The Hoppa Service is still running if people are in need of transport. Visit
www.hoppa.org.uk/our-services/community-bus-service-in-farnham or call
01428 681701. Monday to Friday 8.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-4pm.
Hale Community Centre is staying open for reduced hours to carry on delivering the Community Fridge & Store and the Swap Shop. They are open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10am-12pm. See page 18 for more.

Brightwells Community Meals are running and have the capacity to accept
more clients. Contact them on communitymeals@brightwellsgostry.org.
These community meals can support those living alone, or in residential facilities, and provide a freshly cooked hot meal.
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