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GOVERNANCE 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

CLERGY REPORT 

This report did not get written as both clergy had Covid-19 and there has not 

been time to do so since.  Apologies – hopefully next year will have time to 

write this. 

ST MARK’S CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

This has been quite an expensive year. We are required to have quinquennial 

inspections of both the structural integrity of the building and the state of the 

electrics of each church. Both were due this year.  

The electrical inspection was actually overdue and more importantly the last 

proper records we had were from 1997. It took three days to complete the 

electrical survey and a further three days to rectify the faults all with associated 

costs. However we now have a new junction box in the choir vestry that 

replaces the 1940s museum piece and the rather inadequate tungsten spotlights 

illuminating the church have been replaced by modern LED ones. These are 

much brighter and consume less power. There has been quite a bit of less 

obvious work that was necessary to comply with modern regulations. 

The quinquennial inspection of the building integrity took place in October. 

There were no real surprises here. The roof of both the main church and the 

chancel need some attention. In particular the join between the two sections 

of the church will need some significant work. In 2017 a snow fall resulted in 

snow coming through the gap and landing near the altar. Marshels did a 

temporary fix for this. However we are looking to raise money to stabilise and 

clean the murals. We have to ensure the integrity of the roof prior to this work 

starting. We will need a more permanent solution. 

The Annex roof also leaks. I have asked various suppliers about this and the 

general consensus is that the roof has exceeded its lifetime (typically 15 years) 

and should be replaced. This is financially unrealistic. Marshels applied mastic in 
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some areas. This helped considerably. I’m not completely sure if this stopped 

the leaks. We still have water ingress at times, but it may be coming through 

the ventilators in the roof rather than through any faulty seals. 

The porch was in a sorry state last year. The paint was peeling, someone had 

kicked out various wood panels from the sides and there was a significant 

amount of rotten woodwork. After consulting the diocese about the kicked out 

panels we decided to leave them out, make good the surround and any rotten 

woodwork and re-paint the porch. I had a personal target to do this before the 

Palm Sunday precession around the church. I just made it. 

A significant addition was the saga of the mending of the projector. The services 

at St Mark’s use a projector and screen rather than printed service sheets. The 

writing was gradually getting more illegible due to ghosting around each symbol. 

It basically took far longer to get things mended than it should have done. The 

first repairers I sent it to diagnosed the fault incorrectly and were waiting for a 

part that had it eventually arrived wouldn’t have cured the fault. I lost patience 

eventually and sent it elsewhere. The second company took less than a week 

to fix it. I note that recently there are signs of the fault re-appearing. Modern 

projectors use a different technology that shouldn’t suffer from this. We should 

consider factoring the expense of replacement into the budget next year. 

In 2018 we had Stephen Rickerby and Lisa Shekede experts on mural 

restoration and preservation carry out a survey on the murals in the chancel. 

These were painted by Kitty Milroy between 1911 – 1920 and have 

deteriorated quite badly. In the last 12 months we have been applying for grants 

to fund the work required to stabilise and clean them. This will need £40 - £50k. 

Grants have been coming in, but we are presently about £6k short of our initial 

estimate. Hopefully we will secure this. We are hoping work will start in autumn 

2020 but this could be delayed if the rest of the funding takes longer to be 

secured. 

After many delays, we finally have a new, hand made portable font for St Mark’s. 

My thanks to all those who contributed there time and money to this. Sometime 

in the next twelve months, the old font will be removed to retirement in the 

garden. 
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Lastly, St Mark’s, along with the other churches in the parish relies heavily on 

the work of unpaid volunteers to keep it going. In particular, thanks to all those 

who help in the spring cleaning and maintenance of the grounds. It should be 

pointed out that St Mark’s has no paid gardener and grass cutting, hedge 

trimming and general tidying is carried out by Andy Taylor, with occasional help 

from the rest of his family. This combined with bi-annual blitzes organised by 

Jenny keeps the grounds in a just about acceptable state. Bob Shatwell  

 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

St. George’s has had a fairly routine year with its regular variety of events taking 

place all of which raised much needed funds for the Parish.  

During a not so “flaming June” on Saturday 15th the Parish Fete was held at St. 

George’s. Due to heavy rainfall during the week before the garden was 

waterlogged and with rain forecast for Saturday it was decided to hold the Fete 

indoors. Over £2,700 was raised. 

The Harvest Supper was held on 12th October. It was very well attended and 

the cold buffet produced by Gillian was served on individual tables and received 

much appreciation. To round the evening off we were entertained hilariously 

by Hannah and her Hat Song and our grey matter was tested by an at times 

perplexing quiz prepared by Maxine. 

On 18th November a Craft Fair was held in the Church in conjunction with the 

switching on of the Badshot Lea Infants School Christmas lights. There was a 

good turnout for this community event and £500 was raised.   

The Carillon Singers also held their Christmas Concert for the benefit of the 

Parish for which we are most grateful. 

St. George’s church will undergo a Quinquennial Inspection by the Church 

Architect this year when he will make a report on the condition of the building. 

He will no doubt make reference to the south wall. The exterior render which 

is painted has been breached and blown by the weather which is allowing rain 

to penetrate the surface beneath. The dampness has reached the interior of the 
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wall and caused the plaster and paint to blister and peel. We have been unable 

to have the render repaired and painted due to lack of funds. 

In the Vestry there is an area at the bottom of the wall to the right of the church 

door which appears to be suffering from rising damp. 

The Church to my untrained eye is otherwise in good condition although it 

might benefit from a lick of paint to the interior walls and guttering outside. 

The Church Room decoration is looking tired and should be refreshed. We are 

unable to replace the blown lightbulbs in the hanging globes due to their height. 

This necessitates the constant use of the spotlights which are uneconomical to 

run. The carpet has suffered from some staining and is in need of cleaning. 

The exterior hardwood window and door frames to the Room and Narthex 

have been refurbished and treated during the Summer. In spite of this one of 

the outside doors continues to swell or shrink with the weather and becomes 

difficult to secure. 

St. George’s is fortunate to have a core of very dedicated and generous people 

without whom the events and fundraising would not happen and I would like to 

thank them all for their support and assistance to me during my term as 

Churchwarden.  

I regret to say that I have had to stand down early on health grounds and I will 

not be standing for the post of Churchwarden in 2020.    

 Bill Thomas 

 

ST JOHN’S CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

2019 has been a very special year for St John’s as it marked our 175th 

Anniversary.  To mark this anniversary we have had a number of events and it 

is really good to be able to report about what a special year it has been.  

Needless to say it has involved a lot of hard work and so many people have 

helped to make the year such a success so first of all I need to say a big thank 

you to all of them and it is a long list.  First I want to thank Simon for all his 

hard work encouraging us and helping to make things happen. Then there is 
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Stella who worked so hard to persuade people to take part in our flower festival 

and our Art and Craft exhibition and to Frances and Margaret for organising 

the music at these events.  As always Sylvie and Winston do a huge amount of 

work to keep this church and the churchyard clean and tidy, and Vicky and John 

who also help with the cleaning and who are always willing to help in any way.  

Sylvie and Vicky also organised all the catering for each of the events.  Then 

there are the members of the choir who not only sing at all our services but 

get themselves involved in so many other activities as well, helping to decorate 

the church and serve teas and coffees and food at each of the events that we 

have held and so many other things as well.  Then there are all the people who 

made cakes, scones, biscuits, canapés etc. for all the events.  I seemed to be 

constantly asking for help and every time they came up trumps and gave all the 

help they could.  I would also like to thank Bob Shatwell for all the work he 

does in caring for the fabric of the building and making sure that everything is 

working properly.  Thank you all so much, I would be lost without you. I would 

also like to thank any others who do the gardening, play the organ, prepare 

coffee after the services, the sidesmen and the readers and all those other 

people who do the 101 jobs around the church and who probably go unnoticed 

but who nevertheless work hard to keep everything running smoothly and of 

course those who decorate the church so beautifully at Christmas and Easter 

and other festivals during the year.  I would also like to thank Christine for her 

help in organising the sidesmen at our Carol Service.  Last but not least I would 

also like to thank Alan, Lesley and Hannah for all their hard work and for all 

they have done for this Parish, and also for the help, support and 

encouragement they have given me. 

I must also give thanks to our retired clergy – the two Johns who also give of 

their time to help with services and also our LLMs – Wendy, Lesley and Craig 

who also do so much for our Parish. 

The flower festival in May was a great success – it was good to see so many 

people coming in to see it.  It was good too to have so many diverse groups 

exhibiting flower arrangements -from children at local schools to the flower 

arrangers of the local WI. We had the flower arrangers from the various local 

churches and also from different faith groups.  We also had a selection of 
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photographs of flowers taken by the children of Badshot Lea Infant School – I 

think everyone commented on the standard of their photography. It was very 

impressive.  There was also a memorable moment when a little girl arrived with 

a couple of pictures of flowers that she had drawn and coloured and asked if 

we would put them in the exhibition.  They were displayed at the back of the 

church and we left them there for quite a while afterwards.  One of the things 

that made this really special was that it was an exhibition for everyone to join 

in and not just for those who were experts.  It really was a Community Flower 

Festival. 

A month later we had an Art and Craft Exhibition and it was wonderful to be 

able to display the work of so many talented local people.  This too was a great 

success. 

We were blessed with good weather for both these events.  Unfortunately that 

was not the case when we had our big Birthday Party on 20th July.  We had 

planned to hold the party outside but it rained all morning and didn’t stop until 

after the party had actually started.  So it was held inside the church.  We were 

pleased to welcome the new mayor of Farnham to this event.  We were very 

fortunate to have two very talented young singers - Olivia Jasper and her friend 

Meg Wassell to provide the music for this occasion.  June Jasper made us a 

beautiful birthday cake.  About 60 people attended this event. 

As part of the Farnham Flash Festival in June, Christopher Herbert gave a talk 

in St John’s on Christianity and its influence in Victorian architecture. 

Suzette Jones gave an interesting talk on Modern Slavery. 

In August Wendy Edwards organised a Sing and Reminiscing with Afternoon 

Tea.  The choir joined in this and sang songs associated with each decade since 

St John’s was built. 

In November we hosted the first Farnham Festival of Remembrance.  This 

brought many groups together for a very memorable evening.  The Sea, Army 

and Air Force Cadets took part together with a group representing the Guides, 

groups from Heath End School and William Cobbett School, the British Legion 



PAGE 10 

and representatives of other denominations in the area.  It was a very special 

event and was organised by Simon Alexander. 

Then on Sunday 24th November - the nearest Sunday to St John’s actual 

Anniversary date we had a celebration service where Bishop Andrew was the 

celebrant.  We had a good congregation for this service and served drinks and 

canapés afterwards along with the usual tea and coffee. 

At Christmas Diana once again gave us a wonderful Christmas tree which came 

from her garden.  Once again it was huge but a group arrived to carry it into 

the church and hoist it into position and then they helped to decorate the tree 

and the whole church.  They did a great job and there was a great feeling of 

fellowship as we all worked together. 

We have continued to have meetings to discuss the way forward for St John’s.  

The Architect has drawn up plans for the development of our Church but there 

is still further work to be done on these. As a congregation we need to continue 

to think about the future of our church, to pray about it and ask for God’s 

guidance in the forward for our church. Most importantly we must not forget 

that it is really God’s church.  

         Pamela Marsham 

PCC SECRETARY’S REPORT 

The PCC usually meets about eight times a year to discuss the business of the 

Parish. The regular matters of services, fabric, grounds and finance are 

interspersed with others, some of which have a legal basis. This year they 

included: 

 Safeguarding 

 Risk Assessments 

 Leading Your Church into Growth (LYCiG) 

 Sustainability of the Parish 

 Hall Bookings 

 

Copies of the minutes are displayed in each church following the meetings.  
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Some of us have been members of the PCC for many years and would love to 

step down but we need people willing to replace us. Please think about whether 

you could offer your services to our Parish.     Gemma Brown 

 

FARNHAM DEANERY SYNOD 

Farnham Deanery Synod met on four occasions in 2019, instead of the usual 

three, with an additional Saturday morning meeting in January. 

The January meeting was held at St James’ Church in Rowledge and started with 

a parish update from the Vicar, Revd Russell Gant.  The focus of the discussions 

was on adapting the ‘Transforming Church Transforming Lives’ TCTL goal-

orientated framework to the Deanery Synod, to be called ‘Transforming 

Deanery Transforming Lives’ (TDTL).  Responding to concerns arising from the 

previous meeting in October 2018, the Area Dean recognised that the 

TCTL/TDTL template could become just a ‘Diocesan process’ and a ‘tick box 

exercise’, rather than an opportunity to identify and prioritise discussions and 

activities and then agree clear action points to deliver a more purposeful and 

connected Deanery Synod.  All present recognised that the twelve TCTL goals 

were too much to consider all at once. 

It was agreed that it would be more effective to focus on fewer goals of greater 

importance to parishes.  To this end, communication was identified as most 

important. After considering a number of systems, the creation of a website 

was decided upon. This would enable the sharing of resources and skills (eg 

courses run, risk assessment forms) and help to reduce the workload for 

parishes. 

To guide the future Deanery discussions the Lay Chair agreed to collate Church 

Development Plans (CDPs) and identify common aims amongst the parishes. 

The second meeting of the year was held at St Thomas-on-the-Bourne in mid-

April.  Laura Mead from Christian Aid explained this global charity’s current 

fundraising campaign to improve support and healthcare for pregnant women 

and their young children in Africa. 



PAGE 12 

The discussion focused on Deanery communications. A member from Badshot 

Lea and Hale offered to help develop a website having professional experience 

in this area.  

The Lay Chair was continuing to collate the Church Development Plans from 

parishes.  

The July meeting was hosted by All Saints’ Church in Tilford.   

The guest speaker was the Revd Peter Lovell, Chaplain to the Parkinson’s and 

Cancer Group at Loseley Park.  He described his work in supporting patients 

and carers, of any denomination or none, three Tuesdays a month. 

Archdeacon Paul Davies also attended this meeting and provided an update on 

the Church House review.  He said that the Diocese was aiming to have a 

strategic head and a pastoral heart and particular topics were clergy wellbeing, 

resourced churches and churchwardens.  Church House would be more 

focused on parish needs, with Mission Enablers appointed to visit parishes to 

assess those needs and help to formulate CDPs.  A ‘Deanery purpose’ paper 

was also being written and, in the light of new housing developments, parish 

boundaries were being looked at.  However, this latter issue was not without 

its own difficulties and wider considerations. 

In October, the Synod met at St Luke’s Church in Grayshott.  Chris Stratta 

from the Leprosy Mission outlined its work, with an estimated three million 

people in the world still affected by the disease.  Leprosy can be cured with the 

correct medication (Multi-Drug Therapy or MDT) and its debilitating effects 

mitigated by proper care and corrective surgery.  The charity also educates the 

communities in which leprosy occurs about the importance of seeking early 

intervention and accepting sufferers back after treatment. 

Work on the Deanery communication strategy had continued and key 

information was requested from the parishes to populate the Deanery website.  

The intention was to include a resources page including a skills register.  The 

Diocese had drafted a ‘Deanery purpose’ document and it would be circulated 

once ratified.  The Diocese had also issued a Churchwarden’s Handbook, which 



PAGE 13 

was to be launched at the annual training day.       

  Alan 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

The Church Electoral Roll now has 99 parishioners (16 of these are not resident 

within the parish.) One name was removed during the year. Figures cover the 

period up to 9th March 2020.              

 Gemma Brown 

SAFEGUARDING REPORT 

We now have 21 people involved in Parish Activities that require and have a 

current Disclosure and Barring Service (D.B.S) check. This is two less than last 

year due to the ending of some activities and some members no longer carrying 

out roles that require D.B.S. checks. There has been one new application this 

year and four renewals (each check lasts for five years). 

Training has been a major activity this year to comply with the C. of E. 

requirements. A training session on Domestic Abuse led by trainers from the 

Diocesan Safeguarding Team took place on Saturday 5th October 2019 and was 

attended by 12 members of the Parish who were required to undertake this 

training due to the roles within the Parish. We were also joined by 16 members 

of other Parishes in the area.  The session was well received, and all attendees 

received a certificate.  

With the support of the PCC all members of the Parish that are in certain 

designated roles have been encouraged to undertake the various training that 

is a requirement. Eight such members have attended courses elsewhere or 

completed online and we are now almost fully up to date. 

This year there have been no reported concerns of any Safeguarding issues. 

With the positive support of all the activity group leaders the Parish continued 

to make good progress this year in the implementation of a number of other 

National Safeguarding requirements which has and will improve the safety of 

the children, young people and vulnerable adults they are in contact with.  

       Maurice Emberson  Safeguarding Officer 
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We are now required to report to the APCM the status of Safeguarding.  Below 

is a table which has been seen by the PCC and submitted to the Diocese.  It 

shows how many people have Safeguarding Training Outstanding, and which 

roles require training.  Since the report was produced more training has taken 

place, and more is planned.  Under new Church of England Safeguarding 

Procedures all of the congregation are encouraged to undertake C0 – 

Awareness, so if there is a course advertised please consider attending. 

Course Type Roles Needing 
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C0 - Awareness Authorised PA 

Churchwarden 

Helpers of Vulnerable 

Leaders of Vulnerable 

Licensed Clergy 

Licensed LLM 

Occasional Preacher 

Ordinand 

Pastoral Visitor 

PCC Members 

PTO Clergy 

Safeguarding Officer 

Training LLM/PA 

Volunteer Workers 

45 5 31 

C1 - Foundation Authorised PA 

Churchwarden 

Director of Music 

Helpers of Vulnerable 

Leaders of Vulnerable 

Licensed Clergy 

42 8 1 
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Course Type Roles Needing 
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Licensed LLM 

Occasional Preacher 

Ordinand 

Pastoral Visitor 

PTO Clergy 

Safeguarding Officer 

Training LLM/PA 

Volunteer Workers 

C2 - Leadership Authorised PA 

Churchwarden 

Curate 

Director of Music 

Leaders of Vulnerable 

Licensed Clergy 

Licensed LLM 

Occasional Preacher 

Ordinand 

PTO Clergy 

Safeguarding Officer 

17 1 1 

S1 - Safer 

Recruitment 

Churchwarden 

Curate 

Licensed Clergy 

Safeguarding Officer 

4 1 1 

S3 - Domestic Abuse Authorised PA 

Curate 

17 4 3 
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Leaders of Vulnerable 

Licensed Clergy 

Licensed LLM 

Occasional Preacher 

Pastoral Visitor 

PTO Clergy 

Safeguarding Officer 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY REPORT 

The main thing I had to deal with here is a broken roof-edging stone above the 

exterior door to the Sumner room at St Johns. After a hard frost last winter 

we found that a large stone had split apart and a significant fraction had dropped 

right outside this door. Rather more dropped elsewhere, but we didn’t notice 

this until much later. Emergency repairs were carried out to ensure no more 

stones dropped and later on, a stone mason re-built the stone (it was a 

moulding we then discovered) in-situ. 

At St John’s the front pews had been removed to give a more flexible space. 

This meant that the wiring and sockets for the keyboard and microphone were 

now not hidden and extension leads were trailing across the floor. This was 

deemed to be an unacceptable safety hazard and the electricians were called in 

to sink the cables and provide proper, secured sockets. 

Then there was the curious incident of the lamppost and the ants again at St 

John’s. The external lighting in the churchyard stopped working. On checking, 

the RCD protection on this electrical circuit kept tripping out, indicating 

excessive current was being taken. It looked for a time like we may have to dig 
up the grounds and re-lay the electric cables. After a bit of detective work, it 
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was determined that there must be a junction box underneath the lamppost in 

the church grounds.  

The lamppost was duly removed and two junction boxes found. These would 

have originally been protected from the elements by the lamppost. However the 

ingenuity of ants was not taken into account by the original installers. The hollow 

inside  the lamp base was apparently a very good place to house an ants’ nest. 

As a result the junction boxes were covered by a large mound of damp earth 

and the inside of the boxes were quite wet. After removal of the earth and 

drying out of the boxes the lighting worked properly.    Bob 

Shatwell  

 

THIRD PARTIES 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN FARNHAM 

The Churches in Farnham work well together across the town. Some of the 

ways in which Christians work together and share in Farnham are through the 

Easter Walk of Witness, Schools’ work, Christmas lunch and various prayer 

events. The week of prayer for Christian Unity sees Christians from various 

denominations gathering together at various church locations to pray for the 

world, our country and our community.  In October, St Mark’s hosted the AGM 

for Churches together in Farnham. This was very well attended. The AGM 

provides a good opportunity to hear how Christians across the town are 

engaging with our community through acts of service and activities. During this 

meeting I completed my term as the Chair of Churches together in Farnham.  

 Hannah Moore 

BISHOP SUMNER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

Bishop Sumner was Bishop of Winchester from 1827 until 1869.  As was his 

wish, after his death in 1874, he was buried in Hale churchyard. He is 

remembered especially for his interest in education. The Bishop Sumner 

Educational Foundation was established by the investment of the parish 

share of the proceeds from the sale of the local church school. The fund is 

intended to assist with the education of students under the age of 25 whose 
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residence is within the bounds of the ancient parish of Farnham with priority 

for the ecclesiastical parish of Hale.  

Under the chairmanship of the Clergy of Badshot Lea and Hale the Foundation 

is administered by a board of trustees comprising of:  

 Two Churchwardens (ex officio)  

 A representative of the Badshot Lea and Hale  

Parochial Church Council 

 A representative of the Waverley District Council,  

 A representative of Surrey County Council 

 Two co-optative trustees.  

Bishop Sumner Educational Foundation granted in 2019 to 11 school pupils the 

sum of £1,160.50 to support them in their education.   

Grants have assisted young people with school uniform, academic, sporting, 

musical and organisational pursuits.  Without this support children may feel 

excluded. 

        June Jasper(Secretary) 

NORTH FARNHAM MINISTERS 

The North Farnham ministers continue to meet each Thursday for a Bible study 

on the Gospel for the coming Sunday. All are welcome to join us. If you would 

like to join us please contact me.         

   Alan 

SOCIAL 

HARVEST SUPPER 

2019 Harvest Supper was, following the success of the previous couple of years, 

again based on the traditional theme of a deluxe ploughman’s supper. Thanks 

to the volunteers all concentrated on their various tasks the preparation and 

set up went smoothly and to time. The tables looked most welcoming to the 

diners, laden with platters of meat, salads, selection of rolls and 
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accompaniments. This was all finished with a variety of cheese cakes, gateaux 

and tarte au citron. 

The supper was followed by some excellent entertainment. 

This was the largest number of harvest tickets sold/catered for, with members 

and friends from the three churches well represented. 

A big thank you to all who helped on the event from preparation to tidying up 

afterwards and taking part. Post-event comments have again been very 

complimentary, so here’s to 2020’s Harvest Supper (date tbc). It was a great 

pleasure to organise and run this evening to see all enjoying themselves and 

much merriment all around. Quite up-lifting for the soul in the current climes.  

   Gillian  Hyman 

FUND RAISING GROUP 

If you read last year’s report, you will see that we intended to have a quiet year 

at St. George’s in 2019 but somehow that didn’t actually come to pass.   

Realising that funds were so low we could not sit back and just enjoy supporting 

all that was going on to celebrate St. John’s 175 anniversary, especially as the 

St. George’s fabric fund was almost non-existent.  The ‘group’ is very loose, and 

we had no formal meetings. 

In April we arranged a Gin Night in association with Nibbs Gin our local 

producer.  Someone asked me what this had to do with church and I admitted 

that it was purely a fund raiser and a chance for people to see that those of us 

who went to St. George’s on a Sunday were no more weird than anyone else.  

The event was well attended, informative and good fun. 

The group were very involved with the Fete and Harvest Supper and then it 

was November and the ‘Community Light Switch On and Craft Fair’. The craft 

stall had been so successful at the Fete that we knew we could run a table 

ourselves and it was soon obvious that quite a few other people liked the idea 

of hiring a table for the night.    The school organised all the outside events and 

PTA ran the refreshments – this year bringing them inside, which made 

everything easier. We put up the Christmas lights in the Church and it looked 

very pretty.  Slowly people started coming in and then it got really busy.    People 
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rushed out to hear the carols and watch the fireworks – which were spectacular 

– but many continued to enjoyed the warmth inside.   The event raised about 

£500, but was very much part of our LYCIG outreach. 

On 

December 1st we held ‘Top Ten Carols’ which was, as always masterminded 

by Joy Cobb – but also many thanks to our other organists.  Another raffle, as 

well as the voting, meant we raised £370. 

The group provided a raffle and refreshments at the Carillon Singers concert – 

another fund raiser.  

 We had planned a Barn Dance for February 1st, but unfortunately there 

appeared to be a lack of interest so it had to be cancelled.  We may be able to 

incorporate a dance with some other event later this year.    I believe firmly 

that coming together is important and if we can help our funds whilst we are 

enjoying ourselves, even better!  We are always ready to lend a hand, so if you 

have a great idea don’t hesitate to suggest it.       

  Maxine Everitt 
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FETE 

You might remember that June 2019 was rather wet – some would say that 
was an understatement!   I spent a week watching the weather forecast with 

increasing concern – more rain and high winds forecast.   I had an email from 

the bouncy castle hirers – they apologised but couldn’t hire inflatables if the 

wind was forecast to be at dangerous levels and it was. Standing looking at the 
puddles on the grass on Friday, the decision was not hard to make.    The Fete 

would go indoors!   (This occurred once before, so I knew it could be done.)   

We had room, with a bit of careful planning, for the bouncy castle in front of 
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the vestry and even for the Maypole dancers and the youngsters from the 

Aldershot Karate Club. 

In many ways it made life easier for setting up on Friday evening as chairs and 
tables did not have to be carried so far, the kitchen was on hand and we had 

enough gazebos to cover the BBQ and the plants for the hardy workers due to 

man those stalls.  Putting up bunting inside the church was a very different job 

to usual. 

For the first time, I prayed that the day of the fete would be rainy!  It might be 

surprising but having made the decision I didn’t want any discussion on the day.  

My prayer was answered, and the 15th June was soggy all day.  

The doors opened on time at 12.00.  We were very pleased to welcome John 

Negus a local gardening expert to open the fete. It proved to be a very 
successful event with a lovely, friendly feel. The children from Badshot Lea 

School danced round the Maypole and some of us joined in with them.    The 

Karate Club display was impressive and very enjoyable. People commented on 

how lovely it was to be in the Church.  The teas as always were superb, every 
stall was bursting with goodies, especially the Craft Stall which was a new 

venture.  The Grand Raffle went with a swing, the beer table and BBQ were 

kept busy as always.     

Considering the weather, we were very pleased with the final total, which was 
£2755 - only slightly less than 2018.        

     Maxine Everitt 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 

2019 saw St John’s mark its 175th anniversary. The church is steeped in history 

coupled with extensive religious and architectural significance much of which is 

not really understood by most local people. Using the anniversary as the 

backdrop we sought to open up the church to a wider audience and to increase 

local engagement with more people from within our parish and beyond.  

On a bright sunny mid-May Saturday morning we flung open the doors and 

grounds of St John’s to what could only be described as a floral spectacular. We 

were overwhelmed with interest in exhibiting displays with schools, community 

groups, church goers and professionals all stepping up to the challenge. In fact 

this was maybe one of the best qualities of this event; it didn’t matter whether 



PAGE 23 

you were a career floral display expert or a school child painting some floral art 

for fun, everyone felt welcome and there was a place for all. So much so that 

Folly Hill School pupil Amelia visited the festival with her mother and brought 

along a piece of art work that she had created at home to display. This remained 

on display in the church for six months following the festival reminding 

churchgoers of the spirit of community and the church’s role in being a platform 

to nurture this. 

There were too many amazingly impressive displays to mention them all 

individually but it was especially nice to see all three of our churches 

represented with such thought- provoking displays including an “Emily the 
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Edwardian Church Organ” made of flowers by St Mark’s to highlight the 

restoration appeal. It was great also to see that these events were growing 

collaborations and cooperation across different faiths too including Hale 

Methodist Church (which had recently been ravaged by fire yet they still got 

involved), Bethel Lane Baptist Church, Aldershot Church of Latter Day Saints, 

Weybourne Community Church and Holy Family Catholic Church in Alma Lane 

to name just some.  

Over 50 flower display entries filled the church and the weather also helped 

with refreshments as people could sit outside and enjoy cake and tea and even 

Pimms.  

The event attracted over 500 paying visitors as well as lots of children and 

exhibitors many of whom were explaining that it was the first time they had 

ever visited St John’s and were taken aback by its beauty and the warmth of 

welcome.          Simon Alexander 
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ART AND CRAFT EXHIBITION 

Another event was the Art and Craft Exhibition with over 50 different 

exhibitors and exhibitor groups (e.g. schools). On the back of the success of 

the Flower Festival we welcomed over 300 people into the two- day exhibition 

as well as children and exhibitors. The church was filled with a wide range of 

art from professional to amateur, traditional to modern. 
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It was fantastic to see how many people were so keen to exhibit and equally so 

all those who paid to view it raising much need money towards our parish funds. 

Together this is helping to make St John’s more open, accessible, relatable and 

relevant to more people of all ages from across the parish and beyond.   

         Simon Alexander 

ROUND THE CHURCHES WALK 

A small group of us have continued to meet occasionally to walk round the 

parish - talking, enjoying the walk and saying a prayer at St. George’s, St. John’s, 

and St. Mark’s churches.             

 Margaret Emberson  

SING AND SOCIALISE 

We are not a choir! But we do enjoy meeting together once a month to sing, 

and chat! We meet at St. Mark’s church on the fourth Thursday of each 

month at 6pm for refreshments, then sing for an hour until about 7:15. There 

are usually about twelve of us if not always the same twelve! 

Last June many of us went to Beaumont Village in Aldershot to boost the 

singing at the residents’ summer ‘bash’, and at Christmas we went again to 

swell their singing at their Carols by Candlelight evening. All the residents 

appreciate our visits and we enjoy going. 

There has been research published recently to show that singing is good for 

us ! I think the people who come to Sing and Socialise agree with this, and 

many of us have known this for a long time!     

 Margaret Emberson 

COMMUNICATION 

I’m writing this just after designing eight posters for display on the notice 

boards. I’m hoping that they will be read and that people will respond. They 

certainly show how much is going on in the churches and they support the 

other ways we tell people about what is happening – magazine, website 

(badshotleaandhale.org/), social media, the press and word of mouth. Certainly 

it has been a great bonus having posters and banners for special occasions done 

https://badshotleaandhale.org/
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by Enterprise 19, part of Post 19 which provides life skills and support for young 

adults with learning difficulties. 

Each of these has its strengths and we are certainly seeing a growing number of 

people responding to the website and social media. We’ve just started using 

Instagram, we use Twitter and our Facebook page has a steady flow of 

followers. The most effective way of using social media is to share posts and we 

regularly do so, especially via Facebook groups such as We Love Farnham. 

Please join in and share our posts with your own social media friends. 

We regularly put links to our website on social media and the website is viewed 

between around 400 and 1,000 times a week, with a rise at the time of major 

festivals, many of them who have come across us via the website 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Keeping the website up-to-date and relevant takes 

time but is worth it. We found that when I made a mistake last Christmas and 

put a later time for the St Mark’s Crib service on the internet, more people 

turned up at the internet time than the one which appeared in print. 

Print, however, is proving very helpful and we see a steady stream of articles in 

the local press. These have a knock-on effect. An article in the Farnham Herald 

about the Farnham Art Society recording what is in St Mark’s generated interest 

from the Farnham Public Art Trust who have been along to see the Kitty Milroy 

murals, and certainly a series of articles in the Herald brought in money for 

Emily the Organ. The constant stream of articles just keeps us in the public eye, 

showing what good things are going on in our parish. 

We also keep people informed via eNews and magazine. At the moment, about 

half those who receive eNews open it, which is actually more than twice the 

average of opens for any sector which has been measured. Let’s make it three 

times We also share the eNews through social media. The magazine is sent out 

to more than 400 homes (see separate section). We will be looking at how 

effective these are as we seek to make more changes and financial savings. 

Communicating is vital to what we do and we need everyone’s help with this. 

Please keep telling people what is going on in the church, pointing them towards 

sources of information and also inviting them along to what we are doing. We 

have good news to tell after all.     Stella Wiseman 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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MAGAZINE 

After 10 years Margaret Dyer stepped down as editor of the parish magazine and I took 

over – and Margaret has been a hard act to follow. I am not sure how she did such a good 

job so calmly for all that time – maybe she was like a swan gliding along apparently 

effortlessly but with lots of frantic effort under the surface!  

Her legacy has meant though that people send in articles regularly and as a result the 

magazine presents a good snapshot of what is going on across the parish and there is 

plenty of activity, from church-related events to schools, jumble sales, help from Citizens’ 

Advice, Mothers’ Union reports and so forth. So if you have been involved with anything 

or have something to share, send it in (editor@badshotleaandhale.org). We send out 440 

copies across the parish and further afield and it is gratefully received, particularly by 

people who don’t read our news online.   

We also run advertisements and research has shown that advertising in local publications 

can really pay off. However, our adverts have dropped off recently, bringing in only around 

£1400. I’ve recently sold a few more but we need your help. If anyone out there runs a 

business, or has friends or family who does so, why not suggest they advertise. Prices start 

at only £4.50 a month for a series of 10 (an eighth of a page), or £10 for a one-off. Maybe 

someone would like to take a page, or the outside-back cover. Give me a call on 07842 

761919 or email me on editor@badshotleaandhale.org 

We also need some help with distribution and ensuring that the money is collected. At 

the moment the magazine is making a loss and we need to look at what we can do to 

reverse it, otherwise it won’t be sustainable. And that would be a shame. Stella 

Wiseman 

FABRIC 

ST JOHN’S CHURCHYARD 

I assist Reverend Lesley and our churchwarden Pamela Marsham with the 

oversight of St. John’s Churchyard. 

We continue to be hugely grateful to Winston and Sylvie Burrows and Carol 

and Cliff (and their family) for their hard work, week in, week out, especially in 

Spring, Summer and Autumn, with the grass-cutting, gardening, sweeping, raking 

and general maintenance of what is a large churchyard. Grateful thanks are also 

mailto:editor@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:editor@badshotleaandhale.org
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due to Simon Alexander who has been involved in the church and churchyard 

much more this year. 

Thanks to Simon’s efforts we now have much appreciated extra help from Hale 

Gardening Club with the flower beds at St. John’s. Their volunteers have kindly 

cleared a lot of the beds ready for the summer and planted additional 

snowdrops and primroses to cheer us in the cold days of winter. 

Jackie, a new Corner Chat member, has also, quietly and sensitively, planted 

tete a tete daffodils and primroses along the top of the memorial plaque wall 

near the Garden of Remembrance, which has made a big difference to its 

appearance. 

We still have visiting deer who gain access from Farnham Park across the ditch 

on the North side of the churchyard. I have put up a notice to explain which 

flowers deer dislike to try to avoid the distress caused to the bereaved when 

the deer eat special flowers bought for the grave of a loved one.  

We very much enjoyed sitting in the churchyard for some of St. Johns 175th 

anniversary celebrations in the summer of 2019. 

We had a tree inspection in August 2019, and we are currently awaiting 

additional quotations for removal of both Leylandii trees in the churchyard, 

partly to free up some more burial space and partly due to proximity to the 

church itself. No graves will be disturbed in this process. 

The redevelopment plans for St. John’s will involve a new path through the large 

hedge from a newly created car park, across the top of the churchyard towards 

the West Door. 

I feel God’s comfort and peace in St. John’s Churchyard. I often reflect on the 

lives of the many generations of families whose mortal remains lie there. Though 

their dress and their lives were in many ways dissimilar to our own, their day 

to day concerns were probably very similar, money, job, health, their inability 

to control other people or events. I wonder what a baby’s christening gown 

looked like, which hymns were sung at a wedding, which types of flowers may 

have been atop a coffin. St. John’s Churchyard is very beautiful and thought 
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provoking, with an atmosphere of dignity and reverence, when you are not too 

close to the road!  Wendy Edwards 
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GROWING IN NUMBERS 

LEADING YOUR CHURCH INTO GROWTH (LYCiG) 

LYCIG has remained part of the Parish thinking in the past year. It is  a regular 

PCC agenda item so that we can continue to assess how we are reaching out 

to our local community, how we are nurturing our faith, how we are 

proclaiming the Good News and how we are inviting others to join us on this 

journey of faith. As part of the LYCIG process at St George’s we reviewed the 

ordinary time liturgy to make sure they are accessible. The St George’s LYCIG 

group has also delivered welcome packs to Skylark Place and conducted a 

prayer walk around this new housing development. The St George’s group has 

been more intentional about promoting church services and events at the 

Community Easter Egg Hunt, the Summer Fete, and the Christmas light switch 

on.  

Many of the community events that occurred at St John’s during the past year 

used the LYCIG principles. A core group has recently been formed to look and 

plan the year ahead. 

Growth is all our responsibility to find out how you can get involved to continue 

to lead our churches into growth by talking to a member of the clergy, 

churchwardens or the PCC.           

 Hannah Moore 
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GROWING IN SPIRITUAL MATURITY 

WORSHIP 

ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO COMMUNION BEFORE 

CONFIRMATION 

The parish has been given formal permission by the Bishop of Guildford to 

admit children to communion before confirmation. The permission of the 

Bishop requires any children who wish to be admitted to communion before 

confirmation to receive a form of instruction. Ten children in the Parish 

attended sessions in preparation to receive communion before confirmation. 

Two children have been formal admitted to receive communion and the 

remaining children are still deciding along with their parents whether they want 

to be admitted.                    Hannah Moore 

 

 ST GEORGE’S WORSHIP GROUP 

This year with Hannah’s help we produced new service books for the Ordinary 

Sundays of the year. With Alan’s help we refined the list of hymns which may 

be sung. We also planned special services and reflected on their success 

afterwards.          

 Gemma Brown 

WORSHIP FOR ALL PLANNING 

The Worship for All team has met quarterly to feed back and plan Worship for 

All services. I want to thank the dedicated team who provide lively and 

interesting services.        Hannah Moore 

ST MARK’S CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A number of congregational meetings have been held during the year to plan 

future worship and review the past. These have been followed by a bring and 

share lunch.    Alan 
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ST GEORGE’S CHOIR REPORT 

Five years ago Lesley and Alan gave me the privileged task of  choir leader at St 

George's.   I tried very hard to lead this devoted band of singers who became 

my friends.  But I gradually realised that it's Margaret who has true leadership 

qualities, (with a teacher background), and the musicianship to understand 

harmony and how music is structured.  Margaret can easily divide us into 'parts', 

and we find ourselves singing in harmony.  She can arrange music and compose.  

Many of you will have heard her 'Circle us, Lord' at the St John's Remembrance 

Festival in November.  Joining forces with St John's choir was very rewarding 

and unifying. 

Margaret was willing and happy to be 'handed the baton', and I'm so enjoying 

singing with the choir, without the responsibility.  I'd like to thank the very loyal 

St George's choir; Debbie for her recorder playing;  Joy for all her organ playing 

before moving to Wales, and Margaret for her zest and energy and hundreds 

of ideas!  The clergy as ever are a great support.  

All of us need to make sure that our church workload is not overwhelming and 

that we have time for our families at home, especially at Christmas.  

  Frances Whewell 

ST MARK’S MUSIC 

The most significant event to report here is the restoration of the organ. 

Frances Whewell quite single-mindedly drove the initiative to raise the £24k 

needed to mend Emily (as the organ is known). A celebration concert was held 

in the summer and numerous concerts featuring the organ have been held since 

then. 

We have also had a successful Jazz evening, organised by Wendy Edwards and 

featuring local musicians she sings with. 

Michelle Sowden organised a musical day as part of the Farnham Flash festival. 

The services themselves continue in their own uniquely quirky way and will 

continue to do so as long as it’s the consensus of the congregation that this is 

what they want.  Bob Shatwell 
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FAMILY BAND 

The Parish Family band has ceased to exist as most of its members have either 

gone to university or are studying to go on to further education. 

There are however some extremely good musicians in this parish who get 

together and play occasionally for special services      

 Margaret Emberson 

GROUPS FOR ADULTS 

ST GEORGE’S HOUSE GROUP 

What is a House Group? It’s a bit like Church, but not in the church building – 

much more comfortable in someone’s home.   It’s Church family – close family!  

People you can rely on, who you can vent to, people who will support you, 

laugh with you, tease you, pick you up, feed you and generally love you.  It is 

where everyone is welcome and accepted. 

We have followed various courses over the year.  We are all at different stages 

and no question is too daft to discuss. We have some periods when we don’t 

meet – December is much too busy and the holiday period can be patchy – but 

we all agree how much we miss the group and how much harder it is to move 

forward on our spiritual journey when we are not together. 

This Lent we have based our discussions around the Netflix film, ‘The two 

Popes’.     If you haven’t seen it, it is well worth a watch and it is amazing how 

many questions it raises.  

If you feel, ‘I’d like some of that,’ don’t be shy, have a word with me or one of 

the Clergy for more details.   You do not have to go to any particular church 

or know any of us or be any particular age.   You definitely do not have to be 

‘holy’ or know any answers.   (Did I mention, we sometimes meet up in the 

pub?)       Maxine Everitt 

START / MOVING ON 

In the Parish we have used the Start Course which is an introduction to the 

Christian Faith. It is a six week DVD and discussion based course which covers 
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topics such as Life, God, Mess, Jesus, the Cross and Onwards. We have used 

this course prepare adults for baptism who want to be godparents. The 

participants enjoyed the discussions that resulted from the Start material. The 

Start course was also used in the preparation of adults for confirmation.

 Hannah Moore 

BEYOND BELIEF 

During the year Beyond Belief have continued to read through a book on faith 

slowly (about 40 pages/month)! During the year we have read “God Lost and 

Found” by John Pritchard, and “Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and 

Mohammed Cross the Road? ” by Brian McLaren, and are about to start a new 

book. Numbers have increased slightly but there is still room for more. If you 

would like to join us please contact me.  Alan  

LENT GROUPS 

In 2019 we looked at an Environmental resource for Lent. For 2020 we have 

groups looking at the film “The Two Popes” and Sam Wells book “The Heart 

Of It All: The Bible's Big Picture”.         

      Alan 

BREATHING SPACE 

Breathing Space is held at St Mark’s centre from 9:30am on the second Friday 

of each month. The group provides opportunity for Christian devotional 

thought, discussion and prayer. We enjoy considering God’s word in varied 

ways and considering what it means for our Christian faith and lives. People 

from several local churches attend and the meetings are informal. All are 

welcome to attend – there is no need to feel you are committing yourself to 

coming every time.        Bob Skinner 

MOTHERS’ UNION 

Sadly the membership in the parish now numbers two. We are very grateful for 

the support of John Innes, John Evans, and those who attend the service on the 

third Friday of each month when the Intercessions include prayers for the work 

of the Mothers’ Union. The Parish banner was carried at the Annual Diocesan 
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service at the Cathedral and a lovely arrangement depicting the Mothers’ Union 

was displayed at the Parish Flower festival. A Diocesan Family Fun Day was 

once again held at Normandy and arrangements were made for families from 

the local refuge to attend. Farnham Deanery Pilgrimage of Prayer took place at 

the Cathedral on the first Tuesday in October. Our thanks for the generosity 

of those who attended the Carol service at Bankside as well as the residents as 

once again there were two car loads of donations for the Refuge.    

         Sue Habgood 
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GROWING YOUNGER 

ADVENTURERS 

After my gloomy report last year when Adventurers was on the brink of 

closure I am pleased to report that we are still going and thriving! Despite some 

of our older children moving on our numbers have grown and we now have 

eight on roll. A mum suddenly contacted me in September wanting to know 

about Adventurers and younger members of a family who previously attended 

started coming. They brought friends and our numbers grew. They attend 

regularly and are very enthusiastic. 

They have contributed to many of the art themes at St Mark’s as well as 

preparing the Christingles and making the Harvest loaf. Two of our former 

members read at the Carol Service at St John’s and did us proud, keeping our 

link with them. 

It is wonderful to be “back in business” and proof that prayer does work. 

I would like to thank my helpers on whom I depend especially Hannah who 

made time to help in her busy schedule and who we shall miss a lot. Thanks to 

Helena and Dave who have agreed to fill the gap.      

Anne Boyman 

LITTLE BEES 

Little Bees at St George’s on Monday morning in term time continues to grow 

with 18 -20 under threes and their assorted grown-ups enjoying play, chat, tea 

squash and biscuits each week plus an exciting craft idea (not sure who enjoys 

this the most!). 

Once again a huge thank you to the two Helens who get everything ready in 

the mornings and look after the money, and a special thank you to Helen B who 

manages to come up with exciting craft ideas every week.  Thanks also to Trish 

and Kay who help with tea, coffee and biscuits plus a friendly ear for those who 

need it. 
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Little Bees also makes an important contribution to Church funds as the money 

collected each week, less the cost of coffee etc. and the craft materials, is 

donated to the Church.          

 Carol Le Page 
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GROWING IN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

OUTREACH 

SCHOOL REPORT 

During the past year we have continued to foster and enjoy good relationships 

with the schools in our parish.  

The Open the Book team regularly visits Badshot Lea Infant School and Folly 

Hill Infants to deliver interactive assemblies. The children (and staff) continue 

to enjoy our visits. The Open the Book team have continued visiting Tootsies 

Nursery to share bible stories with the children.  

I have visited Hale School, William Cobbett School and Badshot Lea Infant 

School to present assemblies. These are always wonderful opportunities to 

share ideas and values from a Christian perspective.  

At William Cobbett School I have also presented a session to the Year 4 

children about “Different forms of Christian Worship”.  

At Badshot Lea Infants I was asked to deliver Christingle Lessons to each of the 

classes. The classrooms were filled with the scent of oranges. I must admit I 

held my breath a bit in each class as the teacher asked the children to sit in a 

circle on the carpet and we lit the Christingles! An exciting development in the 

school’s work across the parish is the engagement with Farnham Heath End 

school. This has taken the form of mentoring by members of the congregation 

to students at Heath End and the schools involvement with events being hosted 

at St John’s.    Hannah 

SCHOOL SERVICES IN CHURCH 

It has been another good year of the schools in the Parish interacting and visiting 

our three churches. 

Badshot Lea Infants have visited St George’s for their Christmas, Easter, 

Harvest and Leavers’ Assemblies.  The school provided a choir to sing at the St 

George’s Christmas Carol Service.  
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Folly Hill Infants visited St Mark’s to learn more about the church and what 

happens there. They learned about baptism, communion, church vestments and 

the stained glass windows. They loved trying to find the signature “bee” in our 

stained-glass window.  

Hale School visited St Mark’s for their Year Six Leavers’ assembly. 

Barfield School visited St George’s to learn about what Christians believe, 

stained glass windows and other aspects of the Christian faith. 

The special unit from William Cobbett also visited St John’s to explore the 

church and to learn about how and why Christians pray. William Cobbett 

School came to St John’s to celebrate a Christingle Service. The choir from 

William Cobbett School sang during the St John’s Christmas Carol Service 

which was lovely.   

Farnham Nursery (Tootsies) visited St John’s at Easter to discover more about 

the Easter story through crafts and story. The Open The Book team very kindly 

came along to share the Easter story with the children. They also visited St 

John’s for their Leavers’ assembly and then they held their Christmas Carol 

Service at St John’s.  

Students from Farnham Heath End School took part in the Festival of 

Remembrance at St John’s, demonstrating their fantastic musical abilities. All 

the students then came back to St John’s for their Christmas Assemblies. 

We are fortunate to have strong links with the schools in our Parish and with 

Tootsies and I am always excited when children can visit the churches and 

encounter them as welcoming places.         Hannah Moore 

FARNHAM FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

Saturday 9th November saw something special for St John’s and our parish. 

Over 100 years on from the conclusion of WW1 and 75 years on from the D-

Day Landings of WW2 the town of Farnham was to hold its first ever Festival 

of Remembrance.  
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St John’s took the spotlight and centre stage as venue for the first Farnham 

Festival of Remembrance involving Farnham Town Council and the Royal British 

Legion alongside a wide range of military and civilian organisations including the 

Princess of Wales Royal Regiment, cadets from all three services namely sea, 

army and air, The British Red Cross, St John Ambulance, The Girl Guides and 

Farnham Brass Band.  

The event also included art work and performances from pupils from Farnham 

Heath End School, William Cobbett School, Badshot Lea Infant School and 

members of our combined church choirs. 

Farnham Town Mayor Pat Evans presided. Including parades, performances and 

a drum altar ceremony there were some incredibly moving moments including 

the torch of remembrance, Last Post, Two minute silence, sunset call and a 
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haunting guard of honour tribute as the Mayor and members of the 

congregation departed St John’s along the churchyard footpath, set upon the 

backdrop of the floodlit church described by one as a “beacon of remembrance 

towering into the night sky.”  

It was truly wonderful to see our church and parish play such a central role in 

these special commemorations and this is now due to become part of the annual 

events that our parish will host for the entire town. 

So much was the interest of local organisations to be part of this, our combined 

church choirs at St George’s and St John’s came together to perform at 

Farnham Heath End School’s Remembrance Concert by special invitation and 

we hope that as well as this helping to build stronger bridges of partnership 

with our largest local school, it will also become a part of our annual diary of 

events, raising the profile of our choirs and church yet further across our parish 

and beyond. The choir were really warmly received and the school were truly 

grateful for our involvement.      Simon Alexander 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM 

One of the most important parts of the Christian calendar is undoubtedly 

Christmas and it is important in our rapidly changing world that we keep Christ 

and the Church at the centre of our community’s Christmas celebrations. 

One new event we held this year was the Journey to Bethlehem. A walk starting 

at St George’s and St Mark’s churches simultaneously concluding at St John’s, 

taking our pilgrims through the nativity story. With Mary, Joseph, the donkey, 

inn keepers, angels, shepherds, wise men, stars and of course our very own 

baby Jesus we walked through the story together. 

This was a truly special walk for many reasons. Not only were we re-enacting 

the way in which all the nativity characters came together in the Holy Land 

2000 years ago, we were also demonstrating the coming together of the 

communities of all of our three churches as one parish to celebrate the birth of 

Christ and sharing our love for God together. 

It was magical to see people of all ages and was especially so as the two 

pilgrimages came together around the stable while bells rang out at St John’s, 
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just as the Little Donkey carol teaches us – “Ring out those bells tonight, 

Bethlehem, Bethlehem, Follow that star tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.” 

The only thing that is more wonderful than seeing the church filled with people, 

bells ringing, music and Christmas lights is seeing the church filled with children. 

The service was made truly engaging for young children by including fun 
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Christmas carols and kazoos to keep the children involved, led by the Deputy 

Town Mayor. 

The service held on the last day of the school term created a really great feeling 

of Christmas and concluded with mulled wine, hot chocolate and mince pies. 

        Simon Alexander 

CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLIES 

St John’s Church has seen many things over its 175 year history but coming up 

with a plan to be able to host over 1000 pupils, teachers and support staff from 

nearby Farnham Heath End School for their Christmas Assemblies has 

logistically had to be one of the most challenging. Spread over four assemblies 

the largest with over 360 people, we filled St John’s time and again welcoming 

all of our 11-16 year- olds into the church for singing, music and recognition 

awards giving. Held on the last day of term as the school broke up for 

Christmas, pupils, teachers and the schools leadership team described it as the 

best Christmas the school has ever had in the memories of those at the school 

and they are now committed to making this an annual feature in their school 

and our church calendar.  
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We had to squeeze seats in to every part of the church including the high altar 

and chancel and set up a one way system allowing for children to enter the 

church as the previous assembly was leaving.  

The day before this we had done this with over 600 pupils from neighbouring 

William Cobbett School where they held their Christingle Service at St John’s. 

In just two days we had welcomed almost 15% of the entire population of our 

parish into St John’s.  

Here was our church and here was our steeple, here were our doors and here 

were all our young people. The church is not the building, but the people so it 

was truly amazing to have so many people creating our parish church over these 

two days.  

        Simon Alexander 

POST-19 CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

St John’s and the Parish are seeking a new and meaningful partnership with lots 

of local organisations one of which is Post 19 a fantastic charity that caters for 

educating young special education needs students from the age of 19 years 
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where universities struggle to be able to provide the right environment. We 

would like to work more with them in the coming years and hopefully house 

some of their work at St John’s.  

As part of this we welcomed Post 19 to St John’s where they held a special 

Christmas concert. The event was enjoyed by youngsters’ families and friends 

as well as people from the church community. As well as performing and selling 

their self-designed cards, wrapping paper and art work they also provided 

refreshments too, with an estimated 100+ people in attendance.  

         Simon Alexander 

OPEN THE BOOK 

“Good morning Open the Book team”. 

This is the greeting we receive from the children every time we visit Folly Hill 

School, Badshot Lea School and Tootsies nursery. 

We, the Open the Book team, are a group of eight people from different 

churches in this parish who visit local schools regularly to tell Bible stories. 

We use costumes, props and drama. 

We have been visiting local schools for over five years, and last year the 
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national Open the Book organisation celebrated twenty years of story telling. 

As part of these celebrations last October Hannah led two wonderful services 

at St. Mark’s church for Folly Hill School and St. George’s church for Badshot 

Lea School. We invited the whole of each school to each church along with 

staff, parents and siblings. We retold the story of Jesus in the Temple, sang 

songs and said prayers. Very special occasions. 

We are told by staff and parents that the children always look forward to our 

visits and re tell the stories when we have left. 

We have had a few changes in the team. Vicky has left for family reasons, 

Carol is having a ‘rest’ until September, and Hannah is moving on to Elstead. 

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to Vicky, Carol, and Hannah for the 

enthusiasm, commitment, insight and fun that each has brought to the Open 

the Book team, and we wish them all well. 

If you enjoy the company of children, have about three hours to spare 

alternate weeks in school term time and treasure the ancient Bible stories 

then come and join our Open the Book team. 

We look forward to seeing you.    Margaret Emberson 

TABLE TENNIS (and other games)  

The table tennis club which meets on the first and third Friday of the month 

at St Mark’s at 7pm continues to grow in numbers and scope. We regularly 

have between 12 and 20 people there and they range in age from young teens 

to 80+. They come from all three churches but also from other churches and 

no churches at all, mostly attracted by friends telling them what a good 

evening it is. 

And it is. We play table tennis and have just started our first tournament but 

we also have board games – Sorry! and Othello are popular – cards, chess, 

Boggle, Scrabble and the like. We have a small pool table and a Wii and were 

introduced by two members to the fun of Sock Golf (come and try it). We 

always have a jigsaw on the go, usually with copious amounts of green or sky, 

and we also drink tea and coffee and eat biscuits and cakes. And we chat – a 

lot. We have plans for a fish and chip evening too. 
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We have a couple of teenagers who are linking the club with the Duke of 

Edinburgh award scheme, one to play table tennis as a sport and he has set up 

the tournament, the other as a volunteer so he will make your hot drink. 

This is a place to make and sustain friends and to relax but also to be active 

and competitive if you like. I’m determined to beat George one day…  

 Stella Wiseman 

THURSDAY COFFEE 

Thanks go to Thelma, Anne, Jenny, Sorrel and Carolyn for their help serving 

coffee, tea and cakes on Thursday mornings. This is appreciated not only by 

those who pop in for a chat but also organists, flower arrangers, church 

cleaners, Stella in the office etc. Come along and join us every Thursday morning 

from 10:00am until 11:30ish (except August). Gillian Geraghty 

CONNECTIONS 

We are pleased to report that Connections’ numbers are growing. We have 

several new ladies from Badshot Park who arrive together but unfortunately 

for Bill no men!  We average 15 members a session which is well up on this 

time last year. 

Sadly we lost four members who passed away during the year one of whom 

was Penny Poulain, a founding member of Connections and who became a dear 

friend to us. All will be greatly missed. 

It is very encouraging when members tell us that they really do appreciate what 

Connections has to offer and their enthusiastic support for it shows with their 

laughter, buzz of conversations and the “click clack” of Dominoes!  

Something that is particularly pleasing is that several new friendships have been 

forged and now exist beyond Connections. 

We keep the members informed about St. George’s events and special services. 

Several who do not normally go to church have come along to things like 

Midnight Mass and the Carol Service. A couple of them also lent invaluable help 

at the Parish Fete.     Annie and Bill Thomas 
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MINDFULNESS 

The Mindfulness group has attracted an average of 10 people per monthly 

session.  We met in the Sumner Room at St John’s during 2019 but the group 

will be moving back to the St Mark’s Centre from the February 2020 meeting. 

Also I am no longer able to run the group on a Monday morning and have 

changed the date to the first Wednesday of the month. The change of day has 

also meant that LLM Wendy Edwards is now able to lead the occasional drop-

in session when I am unavailable. Mindfulness is a kind, gentle way of meditation 

which ensures that it is possible for anyone to take part. The group is very 

friendly and we encourage newcomers. No prior experience necessary!  

    Lesley Shatwell (LLM) 

CORNER CHAT 

Corner Chat has met fortnightly on a Tuesday for almost 18 months now in 

the Sumner Room at St. John’s. We have between two and seven people 

attending each time. We are happy to grow in numbers and welcome all ages 

and those with disabilities to join us.  Those with dementia are very welcome 

so long as they bring a carer with them. We find that God sends exactly the 

right number of people each time and conversation is easy and relaxed. 

Vicky Kidney, Sorrel Price, Gillian Geraghty and Pamela Marsham have all very 

kindly assisted me so that for safety we have two church helpers each time. If 

you have any questions, please call me on 01252 406772 or 07740 082460 or 

email me at llm.wendy@badshotleaandhale.org. 

In an age of information overload, I believe there is still a need for time to simply 

chat to another human being about whatever is happening in your life.  

We have several bereaved people among us, but you do not need to be 

bereaved to attend. You will find us having an honest discussion about all the 

messiness and difficulties of bereavement but also talking of lighter, happier 

matters too.  Contrary to what some believe, most bereaved people do very 

much wish to talk about their deceased loved ones, their dramatic, happy or 

sad times in the past or simply the ordinary comforts of the life they shared. 



PAGE 50 

Maybe see you one Tuesday at Corner Chat. All are welcome.  

          Wendy Edwards 

PASTORAL 

PASTORAL GROUP AND PASTORAL VISITING 

I co-ordinate Pastoral Care in the parish, supervised by Reverend Lesley. It is 

an honour and a privilege to help with such important work, through which we 

channel the love of Christ. 

We have only a very few lay pastoral visitors helping us so if you would like to 

do any pastoral visiting please contact me on 01252 406772 or 07740 082460 

or email me at my personal church email address 

llm.wendy@badshotleaandhale.org which Inbox is only accessible by me. 

Training can easily be given. 

I am aware that much excellent  pastoral care goes on within the parish which 

the Ministry Team does not necessarily know about. Thank you for all the care 

you give to others, both to those within the church, those on the fringes of 

church or who cannot get along to services now and to those who are in need 

within our communities. 

This year I have allowed God to guide me more in pastoral work.  By this I 

mean that I have allowed a little more time when walking to and from St. John’s, 

for example, so that I can comfortably allow an extra chance conversation or 

two along the way. If I have too many people to talk to on one occasion and I 

am not sure who to start talking to first I have tried to relax, allow God some 

elbow room and allow others to approach me, rather than me feeling I must 

talk to everyone. It may not seem like it to those of you who see me hurry by, 

but I am trying to slow down in my pastoral interactions. I am finding myself 

happier in leaving some pastoral conversations until a later date, trusting that 

God and others in the Parish will care for that person in the meantime.  

 Wendy Edwards 

mailto:llm.wendy@badshotleaandhale.org
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FARNHAM MILL NURSING HOME 

This purpose built 60 room institution is the latest venture of Woodlands & 

Hillbrow the company that carries on the work with the elderly of the Lee 

family. I have known and been involved with this for well over forty years. Gillian 

Lee the “Founding Mother” of the enterprise died last year. Her funeral at 

Church Crookham where it began in the early 1970s testified to the importance 

of their homes and the respect in which they are held. I make a weekly visit to 

the home meeting new residents and staff and seeking to maintain the spiritual 

awareness and practice of both. In particular I take Holy Communion to those 

who ask for it and minister appropriately to those who are coming to the end 

of life in this world. 

Wendy Edwards, licensed lay minister in the parish, with some of our musicians 

leads a monthly Songs of Praise style event. This is warmly appreciated by staff 

and residents and leads to pastoral and spiritual contacts.  John Evans 
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