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There are prayers found all over the Bible. The Book of Psalms is 
packed full of them, but they are also scattered liberally 
throughout other books. Here is a prayer and an invitation to 
pray: 
 

 

Prayer 
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The deadline for the November issue of the magazine is Sunday, October 4.  

For editorial and advertising contact: 
Stella Wiseman  
editor@badshotleaandhale.org  
07842 761919  

October 
Prayer 
Letter from the Ministry Team 
Covid and the Church 
Season of  Creation 
Foodbank                                                                                                                                                               
APCM 
Hale Community Centre 
Generosity 
Farewell to John and Sue Innes 
Local names 
The background to 1 Thessalonians 
Situations Vacant      
An ordinand’s musings                                                                                    
 Church Registers                                                                                                                     
The Church Cat     
Citizens Advice                                                                                                                                                                        
Mothers’ Union                                                                                              
Who’s Who                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Where are the churches?                                                                                                                                                                               

2 
4 
5 
7 
11 
13 
14 
17 
18 
23 
25 
27 
28 
29 
30 
32 
34 
35 
36 
 

Page 30 

Page 18 

Page 12 

Contents 



4 

From the Ministry Team 

How are you? How has 2020 been 
for you so far? Probably a bit up and 
down. Most people can find some 
good things that have happened, 
some new insights, some blessings 
from the pandemic, but of course a 
lot of difficulties too. Many of us 
have been at times brave, at times 
kind, at times wise and at times de-
pressed or having a meltdown.  

I think this is ok. Let’s own it and 
also be kind to each other, recognis-
ing that sometimes people are re-
acting and won’t necessarily feel the 
same way in a few days’ time. 

I have been immersed in the Old 
Testament recently, preaching 
mostly from these texts. It is so ob-
vious when reading the Old Testa-

ment that God 
chooses very 
flawed people to 
do his work. 
Flawed, broken, 
scheming, cow-
ardly people. 
They are also 
people who are 
faithful and resilient and prayerful, 
they know God has a plan, they 
know they are part of it, unworthy 
as they are, and they keep going all 
the way until they die. It seems 
there is no retirement age on our 
vocations.  

All of this has seemed particularly 
pertinent to me during the pandem-
ic. I have a horrible tendency to ide-
alise things, to want everything per-

Despite our 
flaws... 
Lesley Crawley finds God still at work 
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fect and try to fix things. Like many 
people I am hard on myself, seeing 
every error or imperfection as a 
dreadful thing, liable to get in the 
way of God’s work. But of course, 
God’s quite capable of working with 
and through flawed people like me 
and (dare I say) you. 

It is hard to remain faithful during a 
pandemic – the powerlessness that 
we feel can be overwhelming – and 
I’m sure many of us have had days 

when we have simply hunkered 
down with the biscuit barrel for com-
fort. But let us remain hopeful – 
looking for God’s hand, loving each 
other even when we are frayed or 
unreasonable, expecting God to lead 
us and willing to serve our communi-
ty and our church sacrificially. Let us 
stay faithful and resilient and prayer-
ful, trusting that God has good things 
for us, good plans and a good future. 

 Amen 

There have been a number of changes in what we are and are not allowed to 
do as the number of cases of Covid-19 increase, and new announcements are 
being made regularly, so the information here may not stay accurate for long. 

Churches are still open for regular worship services and their capacity is limited 
only by how many people they can accommodate while ensuring social distancing 
takes place. If you have a smart phone, please download the NHS Track and Trace 
App (available at: www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-covid-19/), and when you come to 
church scan the QR code which is now on display in all the churches.  

Funerals may take place with, subject to space, a limit of 30 people attending, 
including the celebrant, but wakes of more than six people should not be held. 

Weddings may also take place but there the limit is 15 people, including the 
couple and additional people such as the photographer. Those working at a venue - 
eg waiters - do not count towards the 15, but photographers and other outside 
agents do. A sit-down reception meal is allowed. 

Baptisms: We are still waiting for guidance but at the moment these may take 
place in a general worship service but there may not be gatherings of more than six 
afterwards. 

We can still hire out the church halls to groups such as exercise classes and busi-
nesses, who are not limited to six. However, support groups (eg Alcoholics Anony-
mous) are now not allowed more than 15 people. 

Children’s work may continue but groups should be kept at 15 or below. 
That’s all … for the moment…. 

Church and Covid - restrictions update 

Covid-19 

https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-covid-19/
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We are in the Season of Creation, 
an ecumenical and international 
season which runs every Septem-
ber, ending at Harvest at the be-
ginning of October.  

During this time people are en-
couraged to focus on prayer and 
action to protect the planet, and 
we have been joining in with ser-
vices in the churches and online 
each Sunday with guest contribu-
tors including the Bishop of Guild-
ford; the mayors of Waverley and 
Farnham - Cllr Penny Marriott and 
Cllr Pat Evans respectively; local 
MP Jeremy Hunt; Ruth Valerio, 
environmentalist, theologian, so-

cial activist and author, who 
launched the Eco Church 
scheme; Ben Niblett, campaign-
er on poverty, injustice, climate 
change and fair trade who 
works for the Christian charity 
Tearfund; Stuart Thomas from 
St Peter’s and St Francis’, 
Frimley; and Guildford’s Dioce-
san Environment Officer Alison 
Moulden. You can find them all 
at www.badshotleaandhale.org 

The Season of Creation chal-
lenges everyone to do some-
thing to help tackle the environ-
mental crisis that is threatening 
the Earth. There are some ideas 
of what we can do overleaf. 

The Church and the world 
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Watch the documentary The True 
Cost to find out more. Hopefully you 
will never view cheap fashion in the 
same way again. Watch it at 
www.truecostmovie.com/watch/
the-true-cost 

• Write to your MP asking them 

to support the Climate and 

Ecology Bill. More details on 

the next page.  

• Simply walk more than you 
drive, reduce the times you 
boil your kettle or use your 
microwave, use refillable 
bottles for lotions, potions and 
water (and refill them).  

The smallest acts make a difference, 
and the more people who do them, 
the bigger the difference. 

• Join A Rocha UK's Wild Chris-
tian scheme, a way of explor-
ing the connections between 
Christian faith, the natural en-
vironment, and how we live.  

You simply sign up and each month 
A Rocha will send you something to 
think about and some practical ac-
tions you can do which can help you 
enjoy, nurture and protect nature. 
You’ll also have the opportunity to 
share your own stories with A Ro-
cha. Visit www.arocha.org.uk/
wildchristian/ 

• Eat less meat. It has a real im-
pact.  

Quite apart from stopping you from 
investing so much in the practices of 
factory farming (unless, of course, 
you buy organic), cutting down on 
meat has an impact on the environ-
ment. Last year The Washington 
Post reported on a Yale study which 
showed that around 80 per cent of 
the Amazon’s deforestation was 
down to cattle ranching in response 
to the demand for beef. Ouch!  

• Cut down on the cheap 
clothes you buy. There is a 
huge cost to them - on people 
and the planet.  

But the price for the planet and for 
other people is too high. 

Here are some ideas to help protect the planet 

http://www.truecostmovie.com/watch/the-true-cost
http://www.truecostmovie.com/watch/the-true-cost
http://www.arocha.org.uk/wildchristian/
http://www.arocha.org.uk/wildchristian/
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One action we can all take towards protecting the planet is to write to our 
local MP to ask them to support the Climate and Ecology Bill. 

This bill, which is also known as the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill, 
is being sponsored by Caroline Lucas, MP for Brighton Pavilion, and it aims 
to make the government take seriously the realities of climate change and 
to act accordingly. This: 

 Demands a serious plan to deal with the UK’s fair share of emissions 
and to halt critical rises in global temperatures, not just by specifying 
a date but by taking action to ensure that this is achieved; 

 Calls for the UK’s entire carbon footprint be taken into account, both 
in this country and overseas;  

 Demands the active conservation and restoration of nature here and 
overseas, recognising the damage we cause through the goods we 
import; 

 Calls for an end to the way that those in power depend on unproven 
future technologies to save the day as these are used as an excuse 
for the UK to carry on polluting;  

 Calls for ordinary people to have a real say on the right way forward 
with the establishment of a Citizens’ Assembly. 

Please write to your MP to ask them to support the Bill.  

If you are in South West Surrey, you can contact Jeremy Hunt via 
huntj@parliament.uk or 2 Royal Parade, Tilford Road, Hindhead, GU26 
6TD. 

Contact details for other MPs may be found at members.parliament.uk/
FindYourMP 

There’s more information on services.parliament.uk/bills/2019-21/
climateandecology.html and extinctionrebellion.uk/go-beyond-politics/cee
-bill/  

Tell your MP to take action! 

mailto:%20huntj@parliament.uk
members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2019-21/climateandecology.html
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2019-21/climateandecology.html
services.parliament.uk/bills/2019-21/climateandecology.html
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/go-beyond-politics/cee-bill/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/go-beyond-politics/cee-bill/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/go-beyond-politics/cee-bill/
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DAVE FITCHETT 
 

PAINTING  
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK 

WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING 
ETC. 

 

7 ROMAN WAY FARNHAM 
SURREY GU9 9RF 

07754 775844 

 

John Marlor M.Ch.S D.Pod.S 
 

‘JOHN THE FOOTMAN’ 
 

State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist 
 

260 High St, Aldershot GU12 4LP 
Tel: 01252 323673 

 

Whatever your foot problem, we can treat it. 
Permanent cure for ingrowing toe nails. 

Verruca treatment 

Home visits arranged with pleasure 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
MAGAZINE! 

Advertise your business 
or products in our  

magazine. 

Increase your sales! 

Rates from just £10. 

Contact: 

Stella Wiseman, 07842 761919,  

editor@badshotleaandhale.org  
www.badshotleaandhale.org  
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 Help the Foodbank 

This Harvest we are collecting packet and tinned goods for the Farnham 
Foodbank. Foodbank use is on the increase year by year, despite us living in 
one of the richest nations on earth. The Covid crisis has increased the pres-
sure on society and the Foodbank is as important as ever. 

The Foodbank welcomes all donations but at the moment has a large stock 
of tea, breakfast cereal, baked beans, long-life milk and long-life juice so 
would prefer other items such as tinned vegetables, tinned fish and meat, 
rice, pasta, puddings and the like. 

Please bring your donations to any of the churches on or before October 4. 
They will be left for three days to ensure that there is no risk of Covid con-
tamination and then will be passed on to the Foodbank. If you are shielding 
and can’t get to a church but want to donate, call Stella Wiseman on 
07842761919 or email admin@badshotleaandhale.org 

Harvest 

mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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Relieving stress and tension 
calming and relaxing 
AROMATHERAPY  

treatments 
Deep Tissue, Swedish,  

Pregnancy, Indian Head,  
Hot Lava Stone Massage  

and REIKI 
 

PAT FRAMPTON 
ITEC Dip Aroma, CThA 

BABTAC member, EMBODY Reg  
 

Tel : 01252 725399  
 

Deep Dene, Wood Road, 
Upper Hale, Farnham, GU9 0PQ  

www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham 
 

 
Gentle ‘hands on’ treatment for joints  

and muscles 

Back on Track 
Chiropractic Clinic 

Tel: 01252 781133 
 

1, Waverley Lane, 
Farnham GU9 8BB 

 

Sukie Brockman 
MSc (Chiro), BSc, RGN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member of the British Chiropractic 
Association. GCC Registered. 

 

www.back-on-track.biz 

http://www.thebestof.co.uk/farnham
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Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) and Annual Meeting of Pa-

rishioners (when churchwardens are 

elected) are now planned for October 

11 at 3pm at St George’s.  

At the moment it is possible still to 

meet in person as APCMs are not so-

cial events and are permitted, along 

with PCCs, to be held in churches/

church halls as long as they adhere to 

social distancing requirements. It is 

possible that between now and October 

11 the rules will change again and we 

will have to hold the meeting by Zoom 

- watch out for notices. 

Given the circumstances and the 

fact that we are well into the new year, 

this year’s APCM will be a minimal 

affair covering only those items which 

have to be covered. A number of re-

ports were written before lockdown 

and these are available to read on the 

website here: https://

badshotleaandhale.org/2020/09/26/

annual-parochial-church-meeting/ 

along with the minutes of the last meet-

ings and the agendas of this year’s.  

All items of AOB must be notified 

to the PCC secretary, Gemma Brown, 

pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org, 

by Friday, October 9, at the latest to 

allow consideration by the clergy prior 

to the meeting. 

Nominations for churchwardens, 

deputy churchwardens, PCC members 

and Deanery Synod representatives 

should be sent to the PCC Secretary by 

email by Monday, October 5. If you 

wish to stand you must be a member of 

the Electoral Roll.  

You will need to find a proposer 

and seconder who should likewise 

email the PCC secretary with their 

name, address and the name of the per-

son they are supporting by Monday, 

October 5. They must be members of 

the Electoral Roll to do this. 

Please contact Gemma Brown if 

you have any problem with this pro-

cess, for example if you don’t know 

who to ask to be your proposer or sec-

onder. Co-option into roles is also pos-

sible in certain circumstances. 

We have a huge task ahead running 

this parish so we need people who are 

enthusiastic and willing to take on their 

share of the workload. 

We do hope you will consider help-

ing Alan and Lesley in the tasks ahead 

by taking on some of the responsibility 

for the life of our parish. 

APCM 
Church Business 

https://badshotleaandhale.org/2020/09/26/annual-parochial-church-meeting/
https://badshotleaandhale.org/2020/09/26/annual-parochial-church-meeting/
https://badshotleaandhale.org/2020/09/26/annual-parochial-church-meeting/
mailto:pcc.secretary@badshotleaandhale.org
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How many of us shopped just a little 
too much during lockdown and still 
have a kitchen that's bursting at the 
seams with food that will soon run out 
of date?  

How many keen gardeners every year 
end up with a glut of lovely fresh pro-
duce all coming up at the same time – 
typically apples and runner beans and 
soon those lovely cooking and eating 
apples and pears? How often do we 
wonder why there is so much food go-
ing to waste from local retailers?  

There's an excellent new way to share 
all this with all local people, particularly 

those who would appreciate a few little 
extras for their family during these diffi-
cult times - The Community Cupboard 
at Hale Community Centre. 

This is a great way for the whole com-
munity to both contribute and share, as 
well as an opportunity for local people 
to meet up, make new friends and to 
explore all the other activities coming 
up at the Centre. All the Covid risks 
have been carefully weighed up and 
measures put in place to reduce these 
risks. 

The Community Cupboard and Fridge is 
available free to all, regardless of their 

Take what you need; donate what you can 

The community 
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financial situation and the aim is to 
bring people together in the fight 
against waste while at the same time to 
enhance community relationships and 
wellbeing.  

Every year Hale Community Centre's 
gardening club produces its own lovely 
selection of fresh vegetables and fruit 
from its very own garden within the 
grounds. Some of their bounty has al-
ready been sampled, the strawberries 
and raspberries went down very well 
with regular visitors and children alike.  

The Gardening club is delighted that 
their hard work is not at all wasted and 
excess produce will be added to the 
Community Cupboard and Fridge. New 
members are always welcome the 
group meet on Tuesday mornings. 
They’re really pleased that they will be 
able to link with local people who will 
appreciate fresh produce provided by 
them. 

Anyone can make contributions; it 
means that you no longer need to risk 
wasting your excess produce. Just bring 
it all along to be added to the Cupboard 
and take something that you fancy in 
exchange. It may only be one apple in 
exchange for some beans or no ex-
change at all. This allows the whole 
community to both contribute and 
share any excess food that may be 
available. Everyone can be involved in 
'donate share and swap'. People can 

take what they need and add what they 
have in excess. If you have nothing to 
donate, no problem, come and see if 
there is anything you need or want. 

The project is running in conjunction 
with the existing Share and Borrow 
Scheme, which has been successfully 
running in the centre since May and the 
hope is that the community will em-
brace this further concept to ensure 
that produce will be used rather than 
wasted. It will be a great asset to the 
community and will also be a place to 
have contact with others and, hopeful-
ly, (post-Covid 19) have a chat and a 
cup of tea from the kitchen in the cen-
tre.  

You don't need to register with this ser-
vice and there is no need for any vouch-
ers or similar. Just turn up during the 
opening hours of the Cupboard (see 
overleaf). It's all about saving waste and 
sharing with neighbours!  

Continued overleaf 
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If you would like to volunteer to help 
with the project, please email or phone 
- see the details below. 

Where: Community Cupboard, Hale 
Community Centre, Upper Hale Road, 
Farnham. Call 01252 722362 or visit 
www.halecommunitycentre.org.uk/ 

When: The Community Cupboard will 
be open 10am-12pm Tuesdays and Fri-
days and Wednesday 2.30–4.30pm. 

How: Just turn up during open hours or 
phone 01252 722362 in advance if you 
have a bulk donation for special deliv-
ery outside these hours 

Sponsors: Sincere thanks to sponsors 
Tesco Express and to FareShare for the 
help and guidance in helping set up the 
Community Cupboard and Fridge pro-
ject. Thank you also to Victoria Fielding, 
graphic designer, who donated her 
time and designed the logo. 

If you would like to be added to the 
Community Centre mailing list you can 
find out about news and future events 
at the centre or the occasional notifica-
tion of special food items being availa-
ble. If you wish to be added, email 
halecommunitycentre@gmail.com or 
visit www.facebook.com/
halecommunitycupboardandfridge/ 

https://www.halecommunitycentre.org.uk/
mailto:halecommunitycentre@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/halecommunitycupboardandfridge/
https://www.facebook.com/halecommunitycupboardandfridge/
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Looking at generosity through 
the lens of Luke’s gospel 
 
In October, the Diocese of Guildford is promoting ‘Transforming Generosi-
ty’, encouraging us to think about generosity by reflecting on the Gospel of 
Luke.  
 
The churches here will be considering the theme during our services on Oc-
tober 11, 18 and 25 (October 4 is Harvest Festival, a time naturally to be 
generous and to give thanks). There is also a series of five-minute reflec-
tions which throw light on God’s generosity and encourage us to consider 
generous giving as part of our discipleship and worship. In turn this can 
build generous churches, so that we can be people who transform our com-
munities and beyond. 
 
The reflections have been contributed by members of churches across the 
diocese, drawn from a wide range of traditions and contexts. They can be 
downloaded as podcasts from this page: www.cofeguildford.org.uk/
generosity where you will also be able to sign up to receive a daily email 
link to the podcast reflections.  

Giving 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/generosity
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/generosity
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A farewell to John 
and Sue Innes 
In September we said a sad but hugely 
affectionate goodbye to John and Sue 
Innes who have moved to Somerset for 
what John calls “the next stage of re-
tirement”. 

John and Sue retired to the parish in 
1997, though in truth they had had 
their house on the Upper Hale Road 
since the 1970s. Since then they have 
both continued to be active in the par-
ish in so many ways, from organising 
distribution of the church magazine, to 
baking cakes, to preaching and presid-
ing at services. John preached his last 
sermon for the parish on August 30 
(www.badshotleaandhale.org/2020/08
/30/sunday-worship-30th-august/).  

This ‘next stage of retirement’ comes 
after 64 years of John’s ordained minis-
try. Brought up in the Scottish Episco-
palian Church, John was ordained a 
deacon in 1956 after studying theology 
in Cambridge, and a priest the follow-
ing year. He has spent his ministry in 
the south-east, in London first; then 
Walton on Thames; at Moor Park Col-
lege; at St George’s, Badshot Lea; and 

in Tilford, while also teaching at Farn-
ham Grammar School. Since retiring 
from the school in 1996 and Tilford in 
1997, he has ministered in Hale and in 
Badshot Lea. 

But this is not the half of it. A huge part 
of John’s ministry was behind the Iron 
Curtain in the then Soviet Union, and 
then, when his visa was denied, in oth-
er parts of Easter Europe including Po-
land and what was Czechoslovakia. In 
fact he was in Prague when Soviet 
tanks rolled in to crush the ‘Prague 
Spring’ rebellion in 1968. “There was 
an extraordinary feeling in the air,” he 
recalls. “You felt you could throw your-
self in front of a tank.” 

John’s interest in Eastern Europe and in 
Eastern Orthodox faith was sparked as 
a school boy when an art teacher 
showed the class some examples of 
Christian iconography on a screen. John 
was hooked and began looking into the 
spiritual teaching of icons. 

He learned Russian at Marlborough 
College, taught by a World War One 

Farewell 

https://badshotleaandhale.org/2020/08/30/sunday-worship-30th-august/
https://badshotleaandhale.org/2020/08/30/sunday-worship-30th-august/
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veteran who had picked it up when on 
minesweepers in the White Sea, but he 
went on to study history at Oxford Uni-
versity. However, he learned Russian 
again while doing his national service in 
the Tank Corps in the early 1950s, as he 
was able to take Army evening classes in 
the language. But it was at Oxford that 
he began a life-long association with the 
Fellowship of St Alban and St Sergius, an 
Anglican-Orthodox fellowship in which 
the Orthodox members were mostly 
Russian refugees. “They were highly ac-
ademic,” he says, “and some of them 
were probably pushed out of the coun-
try by Lenin. They were in one sense the 
lucky ones as he killed many.” 

The Fellowship of St Alban and St Ser-

gius has been responsible for continuing 
dialogue between the Orthodox and 
Anglican churches and has also played a 
part in bringing Roman Catholics and 
Orthodox believers together. “It creates 
a space in which discussion and argu-
ment is possible,” says John. “Political 
tensions don’t upset the relationships 
and it has a continuing influence today.” 

This part of John’s life has been vital to 
him and has run alongside his calling to 
ordained ministry. In fact, he has real-
ised that his vocation was “to be a serv-
ant of God, not necessarily to be a priest 
in the Church of England”. 

A series of promptings pushed him in 
the direction of ordination and he en-
rolled at theological college in Cam-
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bridge in 1954. While here he was in-
troduced to another dimension of un-
derstanding faith, thanks to a Billy Gra-
ham crusade. Here he heard the mes-
sage that ‘what matters before God the 
Father is not what you have done but 
what Christ has done’. “It was some-
thing to do with pride and as with St 
Paul, this has remained a perpetual 
battle,” he reflects. 

Though a parish priest he was able to 
visit Russia and in 1960 had what he 
describes as a “life-changing” experi-
ence there. “I had some Bible commen-
taries to take to a monastery in Russia. 
I arrived there and went to the office 
where I said ‘I have gifts for you’. The 
monk smiled at me and said ‘for the 
library?’. I said ‘yes’ and started to take 
them from my bag and pile them up on 
the table and the monk said nothing 
the whole time. When I had finished he 
said ‘would you like to see the monas-
tery?’. It was when we were on our 
own he suddenly said ‘now we can talk. 
It is not wise to talk where there are 
more than two people’. It was a com-
plete culture shock for me.” 

He wasn’t exactly doing anything illegal 
during his visits behind the Iron Curtain 
but he did collect information about 
what church buildings were in use for 
services and he would then feed infor-
mation back to Keston College at Ox-
ford (which studied faith and com-
munist countries) and to other mission 

organisations, and then tourists were 
able to go to the countries and take 
Bibles to those churches. It was proba-
bly his knowledge of these churches 
which led to him being denied a visa in 
1976. “I was with a school group and 
had a sketch on me of a town with the 
churches on it and a border guard saw 
it. He was very courteous and shrewd 
but the next time I applied for a visa it 
was denied. I didn’t blame them.” 

John saw a lot of the Soviet Union. “I 
belonged to the Pushkin Club in Lon-
don which was made up mostly of el-
derly Russian refugees and their off-
spring. They arranged a bus tour stay-
ing in campsites in the 1960s. It was 
very primitive – especially the toilets – 
but we had our tents on Russian 
campsites alongside the Russians and 
we had our own guides. People could 
slip away if they wanted. Later on, 
tourists were kept isolated from most 
Russians.” 

When he was denied his visa, John 
switched his attention to other parts of 
Eastern Europe, including Poland, Hun-
gary, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, a 
place he had visited the previous dec-
ade during the Prague Spring. Mean-
while, at home Sue was patiently 
waiting and did not welcome a phone 
call from a friend on the day that the 
tanks rolled in, telling her to watch the 
news about Prague as ’I think John is 
there’. 
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Alongside this, John was chaplain at 
Moor Park College, Farnham, from 1967
-76, a non-stipendiary post which he 
funded by part-time teaching at Farn-
ham Grammar School, during which 
time he finally got round to taking a 
Russian A-level. He also filled a vacancy 
at St George’s before be-
coming Priest-in-Charge at 
Tilford.  

John’s faith has been 
deeply influenced by East-
ern Orthodoxy as well as 
Anglicanism, Scottish Epis-
copalianism, and Presby-
terianism. “I was brought 
up in the Episcopalian 
Church and sometimes on 
holiday we would go to 
the Church of Scotland. I 
enjoyed the scholarly and 
challenging sermons. It 
forced me to develop my 
intellect in a spiritual way, 
something that is often 
lacking in England. The 
Orthodox Church intro-
duced me to a mystical the-
ology and showed me that 
there is a link between prayer and the-
ology. Theology has often been seen as 
an intellectual pursuit but you can’t di-
vide doctrine from devotion.” 

John has continued both intellectual 
pursuits, pastoral work and prayer 
throughout his time serving this parish 

in his retirement and will no doubt con-
tinue to do so in his new home in Wilt-
shire. His lively mind, gentleness, curi-
osity, friendship, enthusiasm, wide 
knowledge, faith and prayerfulness 
have given so much to the parish. John 
is fond of quoting one of the early 

church fathers who said: 
“He is a good theologian 
who prays truly”. This is 
something clearly lived 
out in John. 

Before John and Sue left, 
Alan Crawley presented 
him with a gift from the 
parish: The Meaning of 
Icons by Vladimir Lossky, 
Leonid Ouspensky. Alan 
said: “Thank you so much 
for all you have done for 
the parish. There are so 
many things that I know 
both of you have done – 
the pastoral visiting, the 
magazine, the church 
cleaning, the sermons, 
the groups, and I suspect 
I don’t know the half of it. 
From Lesley’s and my 

point of view, we value all of those but 
the thing we value the most is the sup-
port you have given us over all that 
time.” 

Goodbye John and Sue – we will miss 
you, but we wish you every blessing in 
your next stage of retirement. 

14th century Russian icon  
of St. Nicholas the  
Wonderworker.  
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THE HALE COTTAGE 
TRUST 

 

Are you sick, convalescent,  
disabled, or infirm? 

 

The above Trust is able to assist  
residents of the Parish of Hale with  

Badshot Lea who find difficulty in paying 
for medical prescriptions, fuel  

and necessities. 
 

APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM  

 

Mr. Jonathan Draper 
Messrs Draper & Co. (solicitors) 

 

Low House 
Wellington St 

ALDERSHOT GU11 1DZ 
01252 727374 

 

MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

SUMMER / WINTER HOLIDAY APARTMENT TO RENT 
PRAIA DA LUZ, PORTUGAL 

Beautiful, spacious three double bed apartment, literally one minute walk to beach with  
wonderful sea views. Sleeps 6, ideal both for families and golfers. All local amenities within 
walking distance. Local village has shops, pools, cinema and sports facilities. 

Further details and pictures available from Ruth Brockman 01252 782439 
or email sukieb@btinternet.com 



23 

 

The Church Recorders have been up at St Mark’s again, making an accurate record 
of everything that is in the church ready for a report they are compiling.  

Among the items they found was a bag of brass plaques which came off the old 
chairs. Some of these plaques are dedicated to individuals and it may be that there 
are relatives still in the area who might like their relative’s plaque, so if anyone rec-
ognises any of the following names and can put us in touch with a relative, please 
let us know: 

John Abercrombie, 1900-1972 
Albert Robert George Cox, died 2  
October 1969 
Edward Charles Hall, 53 years a choir-
man, died 1967 
Edward T King, 13 May 1896 – 4 No-
vember 1965 
WH Lawrence, died 11 May 1941 
Col Martin Lipscomb, RAMC, and Dor-
othy Lipscomb, plaque dated St Luke’s 
Day, 1970 
Jamie McCready, 1943-1948 
Beatrice Kathleen Moore, died 21 April 
1974 
Clifford Ricketts, 1942-1955 
Thomas Ricketts, 1909-1965 

And with no dates: 
Ann Allen 
Jim Binfield 
Col CEC Burton, RA 
Sqn, Ldr. HW Edwards, AFC RAF (Rtd) 
Harry Harrington 
Annie Lowes 
M Maughfling 
Damon Phillips 

There is also one for Mary Milroy, sister of Kitty who painted the murals in the 
church. 
 
If anyone wants to know more or has any information about the names, let Stella 
Wiseman know on 07842761919 or admin@badshotleaandhale.org 

Do you know these names? 

Local history 

mailto:admin@badshotleaandhale.org
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THORNE LEGGETT 

 
Independent Family  
Funeral Directors 

 
FARNHAM 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham,  
GU10 4PR 

01252 715520 
BORDON / WHITEHILL 

1 Petersfield Road,  
Whitehill, GU35 9AR 

01420 488896 
 

Friendly 24 hour assistance from 
Geoffrey Thorne  

M.B.I.E., Dip F.D., L.M.B.I.F.D. 
and Simon Goff Dip.F.D 

Jobs for Dave 
PAINTING 

GARDENING 
GARAGE CLEAR OUTS 

PICK UP/DELIVERY/REMOVAL OF 
LARGE ITEMS 

MANUAL LABOUR 
SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS 

EVENT HELP 
DOG/HOUSE SITTING/CHECKING 

MOVING HOUSE HELP 

Email: jobsfdave@gmail.com 
Facebook: Search @JobsForDave 

Phone: +44 (0)7445 922051 

Advertise your business here and reach 
1,000s of readers in the area. 
For details and prices contact  

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

editor@badshotleaandhale.org 
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In late October and early November 
we will be having epistle readings in 
church from 1 Thessalonians. This 
article provides a bit of background, 
based on the writings of William 
Barclay. 

On his journey Paul ended up in 
Macedonia, once the home of Alex-
ander the Great, and he went on to 
Philippi and Thessalonica, named 
after Alexander’s father and sister.  

Alexander had said that his aim 
was to “marry the east to the 
west”, something that perhaps Paul 
also aimed to do. Thessalonica was 
on the main trade route from Rome 
to Asia, so if Thessalonica became 
Christian the faith was bound to 
spread as people travelled the trade 
route.  

Acts tells us that Paul stayed in 

Thessalonica for only three weeks 
before he had to flee for his life, 
and he wanted to know if it was 
possible to make an impact in three 
weeks; early in the epistle we dis-
cover that it was. 

However, 1 Thessalonians is an 
early epistle (perhaps even the 
first), written when the Second 
Coming of Jesus was expected im-
minently, and people there had 
stopped working as they waited for 
the this. Paul told them to calm 
down and get on with their work! 
They were also worried about those 
who might die before the Second 
Coming, and Paul explained that 
they would not. Indeed, Paul wrote 
a second epistle to clarify the Sec-
ond Coming.                                                                                        

  Alan 

Some Biblical background 
1 Thessalonians 

Behind the verses 
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One call does it all… 
 

Domestic Services 
Regular & Spring Cleaning 

Ironing 

Gardening 

Odd jobs & repairs 
 

Lifestyle Management 
Waiting in for tradesmen 

PA Support 

Researching Best Buys 

One-off Projects 
 

Call Joan on 01252 612033 
or visit our website www.phonejoan.co.uk 

PhoneJoan 
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School governors wanted 

William Cobbett Primary School in Farnham needs additional governors and would 
love to attract the skills and experience of people from the community. 

School governors are volunteers who work together with the headteacher to 
deliver the best education for the pupils at their school. Generally, school gover-
nors are not specialists in education. Instead, much of the role is about exercising 
common sense – and, of course, working together in the best interests of the chil-
dren. 

The full governing board usually meets seven times a year. Meetings last 
around two hours and are lively and interactive. In normal circumstances we meet 
in the early evenings at the school, but are currently done by online video-
conferencing. Most of the current governors work full time and manage to fit in 
their role around their other commitments.  

Anyone who would like to know more about the school, should visit  
www.williamcobbett.surrey.sch.uk. For an informal chat about the role, please 
email the chair with your details: hmcgill@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk  

 

Farnham Assist Manager  

23 hours per week  
 

An exciting opportunity has arisen in a well established and dynamic Christian charity 

for older people in Farnham.  

The new manager will be responsible for the legal and financial aspects and devel-

oping and promoting the charity, supported by a team of 

dedicated volunteers and Board of Trustees.  

Based at 7, St George’s Yard, Farnham, GU9 7LW 

Salary:  £17 per hour for 23 hours per week (£20,332 

per annum) some weekend and occasional evening 

working. 

For more information and an application pack, call 01252 717710 or email 

mary@riggs-uk.com 

Situations Vacant 

http://www.williamcobbett.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:hmcgill@william-cobbett.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mary@riggs-uk.com


28 

 

It’s autumn and that means I’m back to 
my Local Ministry Programme training 
for the second year and we are in the 
classroom face-to-face after a term of 
remote learning. 
 
It’s odd to be back but, despite the 
masks and need to sit apart, the commu-
nication between us is much more live-
ly than over the internet when dodgy 
bandwidths and the need to ‘unmute’ 
ourselves to ask a question made the 
normal interaction almost impossible. 
Combine this with cats in front of the 
camera, family members appearing and 
chairs collapsing and it’s amazing we 
got anything done (OK, those last three 
may have been peculiar to me). 
 
We are learning how to preach and are 
being given different techniques to help 
us communicate. However, we are ex-
pected not just to say what we think, but 
to allow God to communicate too, so 
that the sermon isn’t a case of a preach-
er using clever rhetoric to get a point 
across, but allows a space for something 
more. The important thing is that people 
hear God, not remember the sermon. 
 
That’s quite a tall, humbling order. 
How will we ever be worthy? How will 
we ever communicate not just our ser-
mon ideas but God as well?  
 
I draw comfort from what Lesley has 
written on page 4 about God using 
flawed people, ordinary, everyday hu-
mans with all their good, bad and basi-
cally mediocre points. Sometimes we 

want God to speak directly but divine 
revelations and God writing on the wall 
are rare (and the latter didn’t work out 
too well for Belshazzar did it? See the 
book of Daniel, chapter five, if you 
aren’t familiar with the story). But I am 
a bit uncomfortable with the idea of 
God speaking directly even if it would 
be easier. I certainly feel wary of 
preachers who tell me that ‘The Lord is 
saying today…’ as I wonder how they 
know. If God appeared and told us what 
to do we’d not have much choice or 
chance to grow and that would reduce 
our humanity and our capacity to re-
spond with real love. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I quite like 
humanity and as God appeared in hu-
man form as Jesus, I guess God does 
too. Humans mess up but they are also 
capable of great creativity, humour, 
compassion and love. And, as St Paul 
said the greatest of all is love. 
 
I wonder if this would do as a sermon…  

 Stella Wiseman 

 Questions of communication 
An ordinand’s musings 
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Baptisms 
We welcome into our church family those who have been baptized re-

cently: 
23rd August at St John’s 
Archie Miller James Higginson  

Funerals 
We commend to God those whose funerals have taken place in the past few months: 
20th April at Aldershot Crematorium 
Margaret Thomas  
30th April at Aldershot Crematorium 
Arthur Victor Knowles  
2nd June at Aldershot Crematorium: 
Verena Holloway 
9th June at Aldershot Crematorium 
Jean Probert 
25th June at St John’s Church and Churchyard 
Michael Cox  
1st July at Hale Cemetery 
Honor Green  
20th August at Aldershot Cemetery 
Gail Baker  
20th August at St George's & Badshot Lea Cemetery  
June Rodgers 
24th August at St Mark's Church & Upper Hale Cemetery  
Margaret Bone 
1st September at Aldershot Crematorium 
Peter Bryant 
16th September at Aldershot Crematorium 
Maurice Blackman  
22nd September at Aldershot Crematorium 
Jean Atkins  
 

Burials of  Ashes 
We commend to God those whose ashes have recently been buried: 
28th July at St John’s Churchyard 
Jean Probert 
18th September at Badshot Lea Cemetery 
Peter Bryant 

From the Church Registers 
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So, you are back. Sort of. Back in 
March you locked up and went 
home, leaving the church buildings 
free for us - the church cats, the 
spiders, the insects and the ro-
dents. Thank you for that. When 
you humans went quiet the hunting 
grounds were busy. Not that there 
is much meat on an insect or spi-
der, not even on the fat ones, but 
rodents are a different matter. 
 
I gather you ‘went online’ which 
seems to involve computers. Com-
puters are good as they are warm 
to lie on. Best are laptops as we 
cats can lie on both the keyboard 
and a human lap. Nice. We have 
enjoyed having you around at 
home (I moonlight as a house cat as 
well as being a church cat), as that 
has meant more laps to sit on and 
more opportunities to nag you for 
food. Some of my colleagues have 

not been so lucky as it seems some 
humans have been out of the home 
for hours on end working in hospi-
tals which seem to be the human 
equivalent of the unmentionable 
place (That’ll be the V.E.T. then - 
Ed). 
 
Anyway, you are back. Sort of. 
There’s been dusting and sweeping 
and cleaning and moving of chairs 
and putting up of posters and who 
knows what - all very distressing to 
me - and then you’ve been coming 
in, hesitantly, blinking slightly and 
nervous, like a cat on a threshold. 
Shall I, shan’t I? It’s a difficult deci-
sion. Of course we do it just to an-
noy you and also because some-
times, let’s face it, the world on the 
other side of the door isn’t how we 
want it. Often it is too dark or too 
wet outside which is why we don’t 
go out (please, humans, do some-

Hesitating on  
the threshold 

The Church Cat 
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thing about it when it is too dark or 
wet) and it can be too noisy or 
crowded inside. So what to do, eh? 
 
Despite the decrease in rodents and 
other food stuffs, I am glad that you 
are back. It gives the church build-
ings some life. Also there are people 
to make a fuss of me and all the 
other church cats which pleases us. 

But will you stop with the bell ring-
ing and other noise! It unnerves me. 
 
There’s a picture above of me en-
joying some online theology. I be-
lieve the subject was Christian eth-
ics. It is always ethical to let sleeping 
cats lie. 
 
Purrs from The Church Cat 

There’s a new deputy in town 
We are delighted to announce that Simon Alexander has taken on the role 

of deputy churchwarden at St John’s. 

Watch out for that church cat, Simon. 
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Financial abuse, one of the many forms of domestic abuse, is rarely talked about. 
However, it’s not uncommon even here in Surrey. It’s often linked with other 
forms of domestic abuse and usually it’s hidden from family and friends.  

What is financial abuse? 
Research from Citizens Advice shows that financial abuse can take many forms 
including direct financial harm, excessive financial control and exploitation of joint 
resources.  

The impact of economic abuse makes rebuilding lives challenging. Lack of access 
to money can result in victims staying with an abusive partner or family member 
and experiencing more harm as a result. Many victims leave with nothing – having 
no money even for essentials. They must start again from scratch.  

Gemma’s story* 
Gemma and her husband lived in Surrey. In the early days, Gemma worked to sup-
port her husband’s education and to build his career. When their children arrived, 
she stayed at home to look after the family. Her husband earned a good City-based 
salary but over the years all access to the household’s money moved away from 
Gemma. Apart from a minimal monthly allowance, Gemma had no access to funds 
and little say in deciding how the money was spent or saved for the future. Her hus-
band imposed more control by insisting that all purchases needed to be justified. In 
Gemma’s words “I didn’t realise it at the time but control was insidious… a drip, 
drip, drip of constant checking, questioning and criticism across many years that 

Behind closed 
doors 
Citizens Advice Waverley opens up on financial 
abuse and what to do if this effects you 

Advice 
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simply wore me down. He took the view that the money was his alone. He was in 
complete control and I could do very little about it.” 

As the relationship deteriorated, Gemma felt isolated from family and friends. She 
began to suffer from depression which at one point included a time in hospital.  

Gemma could take no more and asked to end the marriage. The immediate response 
from her husband came as a massive surprise… “We can’t do it because we can’t 
afford it.” However, refusing to fund the legal ending of a marriage is a common way 
for the perpetrator to keep abusing the victim, long after the relationship has ended.  

*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality.  

 

How Gemma was helped 
Gemma needed help and in desperation she turned to her local Domestic Abuse Ser-
vice for support. By talking to one of their team she received assistance from attend-
ing the Freedom Programme. This is a course for survivors of domestic abuse 
which helps individuals make sense of what has happened to them. The programme 
examines the roles played by attitudes and beliefs on the actions of the perpetrator 
and the responses of victims and survivors. Gemma also received help with legal and 
financial issues and after many months she was able to make a fresh start. As a survi-
vor she has been able to turn her life around. 

It is not easy to accept that a loved one can behave so aggressively and because you 
cannot explain the behaviour, you assume that it is your fault. You are not to blame 
for your partner’s behaviour. Everyone has the right to live life free from threats, vio-
lence and abuse and help is available. 

 
South West Surrey Domestic Abuse Outreach Service can help you. Call 01483 
898884, email swr@swsda.org.uk or visit www.swsda.org.uk. In an emergency dial 
999. 
Do not hesitate to contact them.            
     
Citizens Advice Waverley  
 By phone: 0344 848 7969 to speak to an adviser; to email use the enquiry form at 
https://waverleycab/org.uk/enquiry-form 
Office locations: www.waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/face-to-face/ 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://waverleycab/org.uk/enquiry-form
http://www.waverleycab.org.uk/get-advice/face-to-face/
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Sheran Harper and the trustees, Bev Jullien and the staff at Mary Sumner House, 
London, the headquarters of Mothers’ Union,  would like to offer a huge thank you 
for the  generous response to the Mothers’ Union Emergency Appeal. They write: 

“The appeal has received donations in excess of £760,000. This has given the 
trustees the gift of time to ensure that the central charity is restructured and refo-
cused to live within its means through a recessionary period, whilst continuing to 
provide services to the members and their beneficiaries in Britain and Ireland and 
around the world. The appeal will open for donations for the rest of this year.” 

 
Other news from Mothers’ Union: 
“Sadly staffing levels need to be reduced considerably, to save employment costs 
by some £400,000 - £500,000.  Some have opted for voluntary redundancy but 
further reduction is needed; a consultation process has started which will lead to 
about a third of the staff leaving by November 2020. 

“On the positive side there have been 10,000 unique downloads of MU COVID 
19 resources, produced specifically to help members and supporters through 
these tough times including patterns for items to support key workers, faith and 
prayer resources, packs for Easter, VE Day and Thy Kingdom Come, craft and be-
reavement support. 

“We have had over 14,000 viewers for services including Thy Kingdom Come 
(featuring the Archbishop of Canterbury), Spiritual Communion and the Love Thy 
Neighbour Service (featuring the Bishop of London). Alongside this, daily Midday 
Prayers regularly reach 1.5k – 2k views and are now available on our You Tube 
channel. 

“For members not online, the Mothers’ Union Midday Prayers and our Wave of 
Prayer are available on the Daily Hope free phone line (0800 804 804) and we are 
pleased that they will continue to be included in future. 

“We have been greatly encouraged by the response to Mothers’ Union becom-
ing an official partner of the Together Coalition. We are very much looking forward 
to supporting the coalition in its mission to build a kinder, closer, and more con-
nected society throughout 2020 and beyond.” 

Mothers’ Union 

Working together 
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Ministry Team 

Joint Rectors 
Alan and Lesley Craw-
ley 
25 Upper Hale Road,  
Farnham, GU9 0NX 
01252 820537 
revd.lesley@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
revd.alan@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 

Clergy 
John Evans 
01252 710594 
johnjunee@ 
btinternet.com 
 

Licensed Lay Minis-
ters  
Wendy Edwards (on 
sabbatical until Febru-
ary) 
Craig Nobbs 
llm.craig@ 
badshotleaandhale.org  
Lesley Shatwell 
llm.lesley@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 

 
 
 
 

PCC 

Churchwardens 
Bob Shatwell 
Warden.StMarks@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
01252 314703 
Pamela Marsham - contact 
via Parish office: admin@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
Deputy 
Simon Alexander - contact 
via Parish office: admin@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 

PCC Treasurer 
Sarah Kay 
Treasurer@  
badshotleaandhale.org 
07814 501017 

PCC Secretary 
Gemma Brown 
pcc.secretary@ 
badshotleaandhale.org  
01252 319559 

Stewardship Officer 

Jacquie Munroe 
stewardship.officer@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
07974 174595 

Mothers’ Union 
Sue Habgood 
01252 322893 

The Church Cat 
Sprout 
slashermcgoogs 
@gmail.com 

Children’s Work 

Open the Book 
Margaret Emberson 
embersonmargaret@ 
gmail.com 
01252 409124 
Little Bees 
hvevaughan@hotmail.com 
07967 107669 
Toddlers 
Natalie 07989980181 
Adventurers 
Anne Boyman 01252 724429 
 
 

Music 
Organist & Music Co-
ordinator 
Frances Whewell 
fj.whewell@gmail.com 
01252 312773 
Choir Leader 
Margaret Emberson,  
embersonmargaret@ 
gmail.com 01252 409124  
 

Administration and Hall 
Bookings 
Stella Wiseman: admin@ 
badshotleaandhale.org 
 

Magazine 
Editor and Advertising 
Stella Wiseman editor@  
badshotleaandhale.org  
07842 761919  
Subscriptions and  
database: Anne Young 
ah_young33@hotmail.com  
 

Who’s Who 

mailto:llm.craig@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:llm.craig@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:Warden.StMarks@badshotleaandhale.org
mailto:Warden.StMarks@badshotleaandhale.org
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St George’s is at the crossroads in Badshot Lea: 

 
 
St John’s is in Lower Hale near the crossroads of the 
Farnborough Road and Upper Hale Road: 

 
 
St Mark’s is next to Tesco’s in Upper Hale: 

 

Where are the churches? 


